
Parish February Report to Parents Education Board 2019 

The Parish, like the school was back into full swing at the beginning of 
February. We celebrated together with the Commissioning Mass of teachers 
and Parish leaders. Then began our joint work in preparation of the Welcome 
to the School Year Mass, Year Level mass planning and sacramental 
preparation (Reconciliation for grade 3 and upwards). 

Our other collaborative project was the inauguration of St Columba playgroup, 
run by teacher Carla, supported by Jane and Christine through promotion and 
referral, as well as dropping in for a time at the playgroup. This initiative works 
towards breaking down the isolation of stay-at-home mums (parents) and 
provides the potential of attracting prospective families into the school. Three 
sessions have been run thus far and seemingly well-received.  

Fr John held a formation session with the teachers on the Gospel of Luke and 
there are plans to train teachers as extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist. 
This will be valuable at all the various forms of school masses as it will mean 
that teachers can assist at any time when needed to distribute communion. 

Our Parish made a commitment to run Plenary Listening and Dialogue groups 
and from these, make submissions to the Plenary Council on the question: 
“What is God asking of the Church in Australia at this time”. Several groups 
within the Parish, Mission and School met and reports were submitted from 
those. A small group of parents met with Fr John and Christine which resulted 
in constructive criticism and ideas. We were glad that, despite being a small 
parish, we had a good number of people participating in this plenary process, 
offering up insightful suggestions. 

The new Archbishop, Peter Commensoli came for a tour of the Mission and 
was suitably impressed with the facilities, the activities and the work carried 
out by the Mission. Later that same day, the Mission Hostel held an “Open 
House” of its new facilities and the Pastoral Team, volunteers and general 
parishioners were treated to a tour and an afternoon tea. The hostel residents 
were thrilled with their new environment and proudly escorted us on the tour.  

Throughout the rest of February, Fr John and the Parish team were kept busy 
with the core of the Parish work: pastoral visits, advocacy and general pastoral 
work; baptisms, funerals, memorials and weddings. As well the various 
meetings concerning liaison with school, liaison with Mission, governance, 
liturgy, finance and maintenance.  


