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NATSICC Vision Statement 
The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Catholic Council promotes and celebrates the cul-
tural identity of our peoples across the nation. 
By Living and expressing in all its endeavours the 
spirituality of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Catholic peoples. 
Through this expression and recognition of our cul-
tural identity we will find our rightful place within 
the Catholic Church in Australia. 
 
NATSICC History 
The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Catholic 
Council (NATSICC) was formed in Cairns in January 
1989 at the first National Conference of the Aborigi-
nal and Islander Catholic Councils. In 1992 the Aus-
tralian Catholic Bishops Conference officially recog-
nised and welcomed it as the national representative 
and consultative body to the Church on Issues con-
cerning Indigenous Catholics. 
The members of the council stand down every three 
years and a new council is appointed. NATSICC's 
funding comes in the form of Voluntary contribu-
tions from Schools, Parishes and Religious Orders. 
In addition, Caritas Australia provides ongoing 
funding. 
Encouraged by Pope John Paul II’s words in the 
Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in Oce-
ania, NATSICC is determined to continue, as the 
peak Indigenous Catholic representative body, to 
actively support and promote Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander participation in the Catholic Church 
in Australia. 
 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sun-
day falls on 7 July and brings together the entire 
Catholic Community to celebrate the gifts that Aus-
tralia's first peoples bring to the Church in Austra-
lia.  
NATSICC represents Indigenous Catholics in Aus-
tralia. The culture, circumstances and the variety of 
ways that our people celebrate the Word of the Lord 
form a ‘patchwork’ of beauty and diversity, 
NATSICC wants to highlight and promote these 
gifts as they that add colour and ‘texture’ to the 
Church - serving to open her doors further to peo-
ple of all backgrounds. 
 
Deep down, we Aborigines are religious people. 
We did not have many material goods, but we 
are rich with spiritual goods. It is this strong 
religious side that made us. It gave us our 
identity, our dignity, our self-assurance. My 
People existed here in Australia thousands of 
years before Abraham, In all that time, God 
was with my people. He worked through their 
culture. He was saving us despite human 
weakness. He was preparing us for the day 
we would see the features of Aborigines in the 
image of His Son. 
Deacon Boniface Perdjert, 
Wadeye (Port 
Keats,NT) 



Symbols of Relevence - An Explanation 
Aboriginal Flag 
The Aboriginal flag is divided horizontally into equal 
halves of black (top) and red (bottom) with a yellow circle 
in the centre. The black symbolises Aboriginal people and 
the yellow represents the sun, the constant renewer of 
life. Red depicts the earth and also represents ochre, 
which is used by Aboriginal people in ceremonies. 
The flag - designed by Harold Thomas - was first flown at 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, on National Aborigines' day on 
12 July, 1971. It was used later at the Tent Embassy in 
Canberra in 1972. 
Today the flag has been adopted by all Aboriginal groups 
and is flown or displayed permanently at Aboriginal cen-
tres throughout Australia. 
Light: 
The use of the candle has two purposes in an Aboriginal 
baptism. 
Fire is a source of heat and comfort. To gather around a 
fire is often a time for discussion, storytelling, for deci-
sion, singing and laughter, for peace and joy. 
Keeping fire alive is a serious business traditionally done 
through the use of a firestick carried from place to place 
or lighting a fire in an upright hollowed log. 
Didgeridoo: 
The didgeridoo is made from a log hollowed out by fire 
termites. The didgeridoo is played by blowing through 
vibrating lips directly into the mouth piece, air reverses 
being held in the cheeks and replenished by rapid nasal 
sniffs which do not interrupt the continuous blowing. 
Also used to call the people together for ceremonies and 
dance and in the Church also. 
Chalice: 
The Chalices are made by the local people and used in the 
celebration of Mass. 
 
 
 

 
Coolamon: 
A carrying bowl carved from roots, trunks and branches 
from various trees. Uses include holding food and water, 
digging and cradling babies. The Coolamon can be used 
for the Baptismal vessel and the bread of the Eucharist. 
Art work (patterns) is burnt into the wood using lengths 
of heated wire and although this being artistic interpreta-
tions of the landscape and stories learned by the crafts 
women from early childhood. 
Boomerang 
Throwing weapons of various shapes and sizes. Retuning 
and non-returning. Ceremonial and used for musical ac-
companiment during ceremonies when they are rhythmi-
cally clapped together. 
Music Sticks: 
Music sticks are traditional Aboriginal percussion instru-
ments used by both men and women as musical accompa-
niment during ceremonies. They are crafted mainly by 
women. Music sticks are played by holding one stick 
loosely in one hand and striking it in a heart beat type 
rhythm with the second stick. 
Oils: 
Different oils are significant to different peoples. Emu oil 
is special to Cherbourg people, Dugong oil is special to 
people of Moreton Bay and Torres Strait Islanders. Both 
Eucalypt and Goanna oils are widespread on the 
mainland. These oils were mainly connected with healing 
and strengthening. The Eucalypt is also associated with 
cleansing and is used in smoking and sprinkling ceremo-
nies. 
Laying On of Hands: 
Other Elders and or Leaders share in the laying of hands. 

 
(continued) 

Things our old people have taught us 
Adapted from Patrick Dodson's Address to the national Press Club, April 1996 
Our old people taught us about good places to sit and think. To think about people and about politics, to think about 
the sort of country we are shaping. By showing us these places, they taught us how to think about relationships. One 
of these places is where the creeks and rivers swirl into the sea. Where the fresh water meets the salt , ( 2 people 
move forward each holding up a jug of water - one, fresh water and one, salt water). Where the different worlds of 
ocean and river mix together. (2 people pour water from their bowls into 1 bowl.) 
They showed us the foam and turbulence, pointing to the eddies and swirling mud, the colours intermingling. They 
showed us where it was always good to put a line into the water and wait for a feed. 
The river is the river and the sea is the sea. Salt water and fresh, two separate domains. Each has its own complex 
patterns, origins, stories. Even though they come together they will always exist in their own right. 
Our hope for reconciliation is like that. 

 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry Victoria (ACM) 
ACM Vision Statement 
To be perceived as an Aboriginal Community recognized for its commitment to Aboriginal and Torres Strait peoples 
having their rightful place in the Church and the wider community.  
Inspired by the Gospel, we are committed to the dignity of each person to open hospitality, to truth-telling about dis-
possession and to be a place of connection. 
We work for reconciliation in partnership with those who believe that there can be an alternative to the present  
order. 



Symbols of Relevence - An Explanation (cont.) 
 
Symbols can be perceived in words, actions, decor or 
songs. They can all be expressions of our inner sacred 
life. A strong symbol will lead us into this sacred inner 
space. What symbols are appropriate for your commu-
nity? 
 
The Southern Cross:  
As it journeys across 'the night sky, the Southern cross 
is a symbol of our life's journey. It is a particularly rele-
vant symbol for us as it features on our flag. To the Pa-
cific peoples, the Southern Cross was a navigational aid; 
to our soldiers or travellers returning from the North-
ern Hemisphere, it is a sign of hope and of home. The 
fact that it is a cross has much significance for us as 
Christians: some have even suggested the 5 stars repre-
sent the 5 wounds of Christ. But the cross for us is also a 
sign of resurrection, and if the Southern Cross is our 
equivalent of the Star of Bethlehem, it points us to the 
World beyond, which is our hope. 
Desert: - A recurring image in Scripture. 
In Australia the desert is in the heart of our country. 
People who journey to our geographic centre (to Uluru) 
often find much unexpected richness in their desert 
experience. We too, are called to ponder in our dinner 
room on our call as Christians to reconciliation and 
evangelisation. It is in our inner 'wilderness' where the 
Holy Spirit will teach us, heal us and guide us. There are 
many Scriptural references to the desert as a place 
where things happen: it is where the wandering He-
brews find God in the Exodus story; it is a place where 
the unexpected happens (in lsaiah the desert blooms). 
John the Baptist calls us from the desert to prepare; 
and we are told on not a few occasions that Jesus had 
been in the wilderness. where he was both tested and 
empowered for his mission. Mary too experienced de-
sert times. While pregnant (a vulnerable time) she en-
ters into and through the wilderness to visit her cousin 
Elizabeth, and on arrival bursts forth into her song of 
justice for the world: the Magnificat. 
It is in our Inner 'wilderness' where the Holy Spirit will 
teach us, test us, heal us and guide us. Perhaps extend-
ing our liturgical silences may help us hear the voice of 
the Spirit, especially after the Scripture readings and 
homily. 
Water: 
Our Australian experience of water is often one of not 
enough (drought) or too much (flood). Most times. wa-
ter is a sign of hope and cause for rejoicing in our dry 
land. If used lavishly where it already occurs in our lit-
urgies (Baptisms. Holy Thursday washing, sprinkling 
rites) it can reflect God's lavish care and love for us. We 
remember too, that even in our desert times, God can 
cause water to flow for us as happened to Moses and the 
Hebrews. To our indigenous people, Uluru is a place of 
welcome. where water is always available - an oasis in 
the midst of the desert. 
 

Fire: 
The colour red and tongues of fire are strong symbols of 
the Holy Spirit. In much of the coastal area of our dio-
cese, the experience of cane fires and in other places, 
bush fires, can tells us much of the workings of the Holy 
Spirit. Both types of fire contain such power and energy 
and seem to have a life all their own. Such fires rage, 
burning in their path, clearing brush and undergrowth, 
sometimes destroying homes and loved possessions 
(what obstacles do we have within us?) and so clear or 
free the ground to enable work to be done there 
(harvesting) and finally give way to fresh, bright re-
growth in their path. (Green is the colour of hope as 
well as of Ordinary time.) Such fires can be times of 
roaring noise, poor visibility, pain and even death. At 
times our experience of the Spirit may be like this. 
On the other hand, a camp fire is a place of nourish-
ment, of invitation of warmth and the Spirit is all of 
these too. 
Wind: 
Our experience of wind, like fire, is varied. On the tropi-
cal coast, we experience the fierceness of cyclones that 
are unpredictable and can come without warning. Our 
experience of the Holy Spirit can be like this. Also on 
the coast, sailors and windsurfers work with the wind to 
make way through the water and we can experience the 
Spirit this way too. Off-shore breezes can bring wel-
come relief to our hot, summer days and the Spirit can 
do this in our lives too. 
The winds of the inland can create dust storms where 
we can't see ahead or behind, and the dust and dryness 
parches our throats and cracks the land. And yet, it is 
the wind that can bring the procession of clouds that 
are a sign of hope for rain and better days ahead. 
All this can speak to us of the Spirit in our lives. 

Aboriginal Catholic Ministry Victoria  
Contact details 
ACM is based at 434 St. Georges Rd., Thornbury 3071 
Postal: PO Box 1088, Thornbury 3071 
Phone: 03 9480 3849 
Fax: 03 9480 2163 
Email: vicki.clark@cam.org.au 
Web site: www.cam.org.au/acmv  



FOR THE KIDS: FIND A WORD 


