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BE PART OF THE JOURNEY –  

RENEWING OUR HEARTS,  

RENEWING OUR SACRED SPACES 

You may recall that last July we held our Parish’s Consultation. During that time, parishioners were 
asked: 

In our sacred spaces, what helps you feel connected to your faith? And what would you suggest 
about the use of these sacred spaces in the future? 

Parishioners recommended that the parish, in order of priority: 

• Involve a consultant to advise on the redesign of sacred spaces. 
• Use space in both churches flexibly; glass- in areas to celebrate liturgies, heated, remainder for 

hospitality; gatherings; make seating accessible.  
• A special hospitality area could be designed.  

Parish Council Follow-up  

The Parish Council investigated engaging a consultant to progress these recommendations. Several 
architectural firms and consultants were contacted and interviewed. Randall Lindstrom was 
subsequently appointed1. Members of the Parish Council and Liturgy Team met Randall when he 
presented his proposals in November. Randall will lead an education, formation and discernment 
program in the coming months ‘The Journey of Renewal of our Community and our Sacred Spaces’.  

How can you be involved? 

‘The Journey of Renewal of our Community and our Sacred Spaces’  will be our 2011 LENTEN 
PROGRAM– a time of conversation and new life, a chance to meet other parishioners and share life 
and faith in a new way.  

Preparation: February - March 

Over the next six weeks you will find information sheets about Christian symbols of faith and liturgy in 
the bulletin.  At the Masses you will be invited to register for the program. You can also discuss the 
program with someone after Mass.  

Participative Process: March-May 

Everyone is warmly invited and very strongly encouraged to commit to and participate in the full 
process.  You can make this a time of personal growth, challenge, and enrichment in interpersonal 
skills, group process, consensus building and faith awareness. 

The Dates and Times of the 5 sessions are March 19th, April 2nd, April 9th, May 7th, May 
14th – all Saturdays, 1-4pm, and they will be held in the Parish Centre, Elwood. 

The three Lenten sessions for formation cover The Christian Symbol System, the Call of Vatican II, 
and Design Implications and Opportunities. The two Easter-time sessions are for discernment: 
Values, Treasure, Needs and Priorities and Relationships and Concepts.  
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As the process is cumulative, it is important that the group remain consistent in its composition at each 
meeting. However, we understand that perhaps you cannot attend every session. All we ask is that you 
commit to attending as much as possible.                                                                                       

It will only be after this process that any design solutions for the churches could be recommended by 
Randall. 

How will decisions be made? What is the structure for this process? 

A  RENEWAL TEAM, representing various areas of the parish, has been formed to facilitate the process. 
This group will communicate with the wider parish, monitor and reflect on the process and make final 
recommendations to the Parish Council. Should a project proceed, they will guide the project through 
to completion.  

Everyone who participates in the program becomes a member of the ‘VOICE OF THE PARISH’ 
ADVISORY GROUP. This group won’t be asked to make decisions, but to offer advice — a sense of 
collective wisdom — to the Renewal Team, for consideration, to guide the recommendations and, 
ultimately, the Parish Council’s decision-making. The Voice of the Parish Advisory Group will also be 
asked to be disciples of the process, by widening the circle of knowledge amongst other parishioners.  
You are asked to commit yourself to attending these sessions by registering your name on the sign-up 
form at the back of the church.  

About our Liturgical Consultant, Randall Lindstrom: 

DESIGN CONSULTANCY — For more than 13 years, in Australia, I have offered a specialised design 
consultancy to those who contemplate new or renovated liturgical and devotional spaces. The goal of 
this consultancy is to integrate liturgy and architecture at that critical juncture where they become a 
sacred environment. However, since design and construction are really the last steps in the creative 
process, services begin with a listening process — for all stakeholders — that includes dialogue and 
participation. In the process, the people who will affect and be affected by potential change are 
brought together to paint "word pictures" of their church and its future. If a project emerges, it is 
guided by commonly held concepts, created and shared by the participants. Such a process greatly 
increases the likelihood of consensus, ownership and effective use, especially in a diverse environment.  

EXPERIENCE — Through training and experience, a variety of skills in liturgy, community-building, art 
and environment are offered. With more than thirty years of unique experience in religious art and 
architecture, I have been privileged to design, teach, and study in the US, Europe, Asia and Australia. As 
a result of extended research, conducted in 1984-5, I authored "CREATIVITY AND CONTRADICTION: 
European Churches Since 1970" (AIA Press, 1988). In 2008, I was honoured to design the liturgical 
environments and furnishings for WORLD YOUTH DAY in Sydney, including the Papal Welcome at 
Barangaroo and the closing Papal Mass at Randwick.  

CLIENTS AND PROJECTS — No two projects, or their circumstances, are ever alike, but many clients 
have shared in this process, which transcends diverse views and produces worthy results. Projects 
include cathedrals, parish churches, college chapels, interfaith prayer spaces at universities and 
hospitals, as well as a wide variety of related facilities. Clients have been served in Victoria, New South 
Wales, Queensland, ACT, South Australia, Western Australia, Singapore, New Zealand and Ireland. 

Renewal Team: John Petrulis, Caroline Vaitkunas, Jane Sims, Brian Kennedy, Lou Bevalacqua, Maria George 

Parish Council: Jane Sims, Lou Bevalacqua, Dominic Teserorio, Carlo Marcon, Judith Goldburg, Anthony McEvoy, 
Lisa Martini, John Petrulis, Maria George, Carol Morrison, Michael Perusco 


