
 

 
 

 

Elwood St Kilda West Parish: Advent 2010 
 

Advent is a time of Preparation and Reflection 
 

It is a time of getting ready for the Birth of Christ 
It is a time of looking how we can bring Christ to birth in our own lives, in our hopes, our 

dreams, our families and friendships. 
It is a time to consider not only that God “is” but who God “is”. 

 

The Colours of Advent 
 

The Purple of Advent has more blue in tone as blue in the colour of Mary.  
Purple reflects royal. 

This colour is used for wks 1, 2 & 4. 
 

Week 3’s candle is Pink – this means “Joy” 
 

The Advent Liturgy 
 

The Liturgy of Advent is not like the seasonal background music in shops that try to entice 
us into their world – it is The Song of Faith which expresses the reality from which we live 
our lives, and that faith gives us a particular way of seeing the world, of living in it and for 

it. Christ in faith is the centre of our existence. 
 

The Advent Liturgy offers no false dreams. It offers a steady, clear-eyed realism. It asks 
us to look at the world in which we live; the world in which Word has chosen to become 

flesh. 
 

Christ is the Image of the unseen God, also revealing our image, the truth of who we are and 
what we are to become. 

 

The Light in Today 
 

We live at a moment when our society is marked by deep struggles about its identity, values 
& purpose. Indeed the evidence of the last century in particular is proof enough that 

science, technology and secular reason contain their own demons. 
 

This Advent we have chosen a “lantern symbol” to carry our light into our church. A symbol 
that was so real for the Chilean miners when they were buried down in the depths of the 

earth – a symbol of light that gave them hope –  a light that reignited or gave them a faith 
in God. A light that they clung to in their world of despair. 

 

Closer to home the recent tragedy of the New Zealand miners also reminds us of the need 
for light even in times of great darkness. The people of New Zealand are being encouraged 

to light a candle – in support of those affected and to signify hope and peace. 
 

Our God also offers us the same hope in this Advent, as we wait on the joy, the hope, the 
life that the Birth of our Saviour brings us. 

 
 



 

 
 

O God, star kindler 
kindle a flame of love within us 
to light our path in days of darkness 
 
O God, sun warmer 
warm us with your love 
to melt the frozen hand of guilt 
 
O God, moon burnisher 
burnish the shield of faith 
that we may seek justice 
and follow the ways of peace 

 
Advent is a season when we begin anew 
our yearly salvation journey. However 
salvation doesn’t come from merely 
doing, but from watching and waiting 
and being ready when the Lord comes 
to save. Our keeping watch is our 
turning our faces to God. Pay attention! 
Urgent! Our God is coming. May God 
always find us ready and waiting. 
 
 

 
 

The days that came to be known as Advent were never meant only to teach 
something about Christ’s coming in past, present and future. They are expressions 

of the advent inside each of us. Part of that is the fears we have, all of them. 
They are not attached to any particular time of year, our fears, but being afraid 
is just as much a part of the human condition as it ever was, maybe more. There 
are private, family and community fears. Somehow, then, what we do in Advent – 

the stories we tell, songs we sing, customs we observe – let us admit to those 
fears.  More than this, the keeping of Advent meets that fear with a promise – 

not in some historical sense of foretelling the coming of Jesus who has now come, 
but in the sense that being the church is a response to God’s promise and is 

somehow itself a promise to one another and to the Lord. 
 

ADVENT SERVICES 2010 
TAIZE PRAYER: Wednesday 8th December: 8 – 9pm Sacred Heart  
1ST RITE OF RECONCILIATION:    Saturday 4th December: 10am Sacred Heart 
                                                   Saturday 18th December: 10am St Columba’s 
COMMUNAL PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS: Monday 20th December: 7pm St Columba’s (supper after)        

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2010 
FRIDAY 24TH DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS EVE 
St Columba's Church     
6.00pm    Carols     
6.30pm    Family Mass 
Sacred Heart Church 
11.30pm   Carols 
12.00    Midnight Mass 

SATURDAY 25TH DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS DAY 

St Columba's Church  
9.00am     Christmas Family Mass 
Sacred Heart Church 
11.00am    Christmas Mass 

 

NOTE: There will be no 6pm Mass at St Columba’s on Christmas Day 
 

Feast of the Holy Family – Sunday 26th December 
9.00am Mass -  St Columba’s Church 
11.00am Mass - Sacred Heart Church 
 

St Columba’s Church, cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Roads, Elwood  
  & Sacred Heart Church, 83 Grey St, St Kilda West 


