
 
 
Elwood St Kilda West Parish Consultation Process 2010 
 
 
Thank you to all who participated in the Consultation regarding future plans for our 
Parish. Many people responded to the call to share their thoughts, feeling, 
comments and aspirations by writing, attending the listening times after Mass (an 
average of 10 staying after each Mass), and/or the three Forums at Elwood (about 
60 people over the 3 times) 
 
We asked you to answer these initial questions: 

• What are you most thankful/least thankful for being part of this parish? 
• This is how I see the Parish at this time...... 
• This is how I’d like to see the Parish in 5 years time...... 
• These are some of the obstacles in achieving that....... 
• This is what we could do about these obstacles........ 

 
And at the Forums, we discussed, in the light of our Parish Vision Statement: 

• What is your experience of hospitality in the Parish? 
• What is your experience of justice in the Parish? 
• What is you experience of community in the Parish?  
• What attracts you to this community?  
• What enables you to be committed? 
• What might prevent you from being committed? 

 
And: 

• In our sacred spaces what helps you to feel connected to your faith? 
• And what would you suggest about the use of these sacred spaces in future? 
• I relate to Parish School/Sacred Heart Mission/Wider community by… 
• We could express this relationship even better in future by … 

 
The feedback from all the various opportunities are in the process of being collated. 
There is a wonderful amount of material that will take some time to go through, and 
we will undertake a proper data analysis to provide some discernment regarding 
where we prioritize and make decisions.  
This weekend we begin the feedback by outlining some major themes that are 
emerging. In the coming weeks, we will look to establish some focus groups to guide 
the parish in further action. 



Some of the emerging ideas: 

• The feedback is generally positive. Many of the ideas offered are things that 
the Parish Council have been discussing. 

• There is a strong focus on spirituality and having speakers lead us in Faith 
Education.  

• Overwhelming comments about sacred space and the need to engage an 
independent consultant to work with us to evaluate both spaces – especially 
layout and hospitality area. 

• Some suggestions around using power point – aiding the liturgy in prayer, 
songs, images. 

• Main points under liturgy are: involving children, school families, youth, the 
music, Affirmation about the welcoming, inclusion and homilies. Also 
affirmation of the tea and coffee after mass. 

• Negatives are sound systems, toilet lacking at SH, music – choice of hymns, 
heating. There are suggestions to use a microphone for spontaneous prayers 
of the faithful. Some find the frequent appeals too many – stresses people. 

• Comments both positive and negative around the current way of celebrating 
sacraments and celebrating them within the parish mass.  

• Quite a few comments showing varied perceptions about the  amalgamation. 
There were many comments about bringing the whole parish together – to 
overcome a sense of disunity. Have more social activities. For some people, 
things are going well. 

• Fundraising mentioned – as a way to bring people together, and also to raise 
much needed funds for the on-going life of the Parish. 

• Justice initiatives valued, but personal commitment questioned. 

• There was strong appreciation of the mission – a gift. However, need for 
awareness raising and continuing the links was also commented on. 

• Reflections around the wider church – as a parish we live in a church that 
requires drastic renewal. There was appreciation that we are not ‘like’ some 
other churches, especially in regards to liturgy. 

• Relationship to the local community was an issue discussed: ideas – to reach 
out through a letter drop, better signage, links with the multi-faith community to 
keep developing. 

• Stronger links with the school and the local area were suggested.  

• There is strong feeling that there needs to be children’s masses, and both 
children and youth choirs. 

• An idea to run adult faith development session, and extend those to during 
school time so parents can attend, was expressed.  

• Only briefly mentioned is the idea of a renaming of the parish. We have a 
corporate/wider identity as Elwood St Kilda West Parish, as well as either 
belonging to St Columba’s or Sacred Heart community. Both identities are 
valuable, not competing. Our parish name needs ongoing serious 
consideration. 


