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Background- Haiti 
• Population- 9.7 million
• The poorest country in the Western Hemisphere (HDI Rank 149 our 182 countries)
• 54.9% living on less than $1.25/day with 72% living on less than $2/day
• Life expectancy is 61 years
• Only 58% of the population have access to an improved water source
• Only 19% of the population are using an improved sanitation facility
• 26% of births are attended by a skilled health professional

Already the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, Haiti has become 
even more destitute …

Thousands are feared dead after a 7.0 magnitude quake rocked Haiti on 12th

January 2010. It is the most powerful quake to hit the impoverished country in more 
than 200 years. 
The tremor struck 15km south-west of the capital Port-au-Prince, and was quickly 
followed by two strong aftershocks of 5.9 and 5.5 magnitude. 
Many homes and schools have been destroyed, as well as the United Nations' five-
story headquarters in Port-au-Prince and the presidential palace.
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A Prayer for Haiti

We pray for all the people of Haiti 
who have been devastated by the 
earthquake on 12th January 2010
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God of mercy and compassion, 

We gather today to ask for your blessing 
upon those whose lives have been affected 
by the recent earthquake in Haiti. We ask 

that you comfort them in their loss of 
family, friends and community.

Lord hear us



Photo: Reuters/ Carlos Garcia Rawlins courtesy www.alertnet.org



We pray, 

That all those affected by the 
earthquake receive the support and 
assistance they need to rebuild their 

lives, families and communities. 

Lord hear us.
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We pray,

For those working in the disaster areas. 
Bless them for their compassion and 

willingness to be with the grieving, the 
injured, and the homeless. 

Lord hear us
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We pray, 

That in the future, beyond the 
emergency efforts, the world remains 
committed to alleviating the extreme 
poverty experienced by the people of 

Haiti. 

Lord hear us.
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We pray,

For ourselves, that our compassion 
and generosity of spirit and action 
may not grow weary in the coming 

weeks and months.  

Lord hear us. 
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