
Reflection on Parish Council for 2009 

 
This past year has seen a year of consolidation of our identity as a Parish with some of the focus 
being on the physical structures ie buildings in the parish. 
 
The Parish Council began the year with a formation weekend that introduced new parish council 
members to some of the ‘old’ council who then worked together on the life and vision of the 
parish. A strategic plan was adopted with the following priorities:                
 
A: Formation and Development of the newly-established Parish Council;  B: The establishment 
of small Church communities within the Parish;  C: The establishment of a program of adult 
faith development;  D: The resolution of the property in Cowderoy Street, St Kilda – “The little 
Church”; E: An audit of the Parish buildings’ maintenance needs;  F: The implementation of a 
Pastoral Care Team, led by a lay Chaplain, at Sacred Heart Mission; G: The development of a 
communications strategy for the Parish;    H: The development of a Thanksgiving Program 
strategy for the Parish.  
  
The Council has looked at each of these priorities throughout the year, and has worked through 
the ideas and challenges involved with each one. As a parish, we have achieved a lot, yet much 
more needs to be done. 
 
There are three sub committees that report back to the parish council - the Finance Committee, 
the Maintenance and Infrastructure committee, and the Parish Support Fund committee. There 
is also a social committee, which organises functions that bring parishioners together to 
celebrate and socialise. The Parish Council is kept up to date on the work of other Parish groups, 
the school and the Mission. 
 
The conversation around how we see ourselves as community was held early in the year.  Some 
great ideas were collected and the Small Church Community groups were initiated.  We currently 
have one group meeting regularly, as well as a Core Group to plan for the future. 
 
As a church we welcomed the RCIA members in to the catholic community and the parish.  This 
group has remained firm and committed and continues to meet as a SCC, whilst also welcoming 
new members. The Parish has launched its own website, and has updated the bulletin with 
regular information/formation inserts. Further Adult Faith Formation opportunities are being 
developed for 2010. 
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The school is being redeveloped to be bigger and better than ever with the federal grant of 2 
million dollars. The joint project of the pergola/pavilion behind the Parish House as a school and 
parish meeting place is well underway and will be completed early next year. 
 
The mission has had the successful launch and the commencement of the J2SI program. There 
has been a group from the mission and parish working on the integration committee to bring 
alive the place of the parish in the mission and how the mission is an integral part of the parish. 
We can do much as a community to support this and more will follow this coming year. We have 
seen the successful lobby for a chaplain/pastoral support person at the Mission to assist John 
with this load. The archdiocese has agreed to fund the position and a job description is currently 
being developed. 
 
The challenges we have ahead are considerable. The Cowderoy St. property has been placed on 
the rental market and there has only been one expression of interest that would see the parish 
pay close to $100,000 to bring it up to scratch for rental. 
 
There is the audit report for the Maintenance and Infrastructure subcommittee on St Columba’s 
church, which is due at the end of the year.  This will require significant restorative works to be 
completed on St Columba’s in the future. 
 
There is the problem with two roofs on buildings used by Sacred Heart Mission that need 
restoring, costing in excess of $100,000. 
 
Our Parish Support Program is not as successful as we had hoped, our debt in maintaining the 
running of the parish has increased and it runs on the smell of an oily rag! The school community 
will for the first time introduce a modest levy for the upkeep of the Parish in order to continue to 
provide the service that the Parish does give to the school community.  
 
However, there is much that has been achieved this past year, and there is enormous energy 
around the Parish, for which we give God thanks! 
 
At the end of this year, two members of the Parish Council retire, and it is time now to invite 
Parishioners to consider whether they might like to serve their community by being a part of this 
team. A discernment evening will be held for those interested in the Parish Council on the 28th 
January, with a formation weekend held once again in February or March (awaiting our 
facilitator’s availability). If you are interested in the Parish Council, please fill out the following 
tear-off slip, and place in the box at church, or speak to one of the present members.  
 
 
 
Name: 
Contact details: 

Something about yourself and what you might offer the Parish by being a member of the Parish 
Council: 

 


