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Prayer before Reading the Word 
 

By the light of a star, O God of the universe, 
You guided the nations to the Light of the world. 
 

Until this Redeemer comes again in glory, 
We, with the Magi, seek the face of the Saviour. 
Summon us with all those who thirst now 
To the banquet of love. 
May our hunger be filled and our thirst be quenched 
With your word of truth. 
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. Amen 
 

Gospel Luke 2: 1-14 
 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. 
This was the first enrolment, when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to 
his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee 
from the town of Galilee from the town of Nazareth 
to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family of David, to 
be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. While they were there, the time came for her 
to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn 
son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn. 
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the 
fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. 
The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were struck 
with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. For today in 
the city of David a saviour has been born for you who 
is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was a 
multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 
praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace to those on whom his 
favour rests.” 

 
And you will always be reborn: 
And I will always see the star 
And make the journey to your heart: 
The manger where the real things are. 

Among the many things we celebrate at Christmas 
therefore is the sacredness of our own lives, in all their 
physicality. What’s made holy by Jesus’ birth? Most 
everything that’s physical: nature, our homes, our 
kitchens, our workplaces, our barns, our restaurants, 
our bars, our sport facilities, and, not least, our own 
bodies, including sex and the way babies are born. 

 

God’s longing to be human 
 

It was a child’s comment to her father that started me 
off on a whole new way of thinking about Christmas. I 
was studying in the United States at the time, and 
paying my way by “doing supply” at a local parish in 
San Francisco. They were standing together in front of 
the crib. Her father heard her musing to herself, “I 
wonder if God enjoys being a baby.” Especially around 
this time of Advent, the child’s reflection often returns 
to me and fills my mind. These are the moments when 
I find the realization of what Incarnation means simply 
overwhelming. The veil of the routine seasonal 
repetitions is briefly parted and the heart is caught off 
guard. 

 
No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas without 
being truly poor. The self-sufficient, the proud, those 
who because they have everything, look down others, 
those who have no need even of God – for them there 
will be no Christmas. Only the poor, the hungry, those 
who need someone to come on their behalf, will have 
that someone. That someone is God, Emmanuel, God-
with-us. Without poverty of spirit there can be no 
abundance of God.” 
 
In the face of the Gospel, 
Let us ask God for a good Christmas: 
• That no powerful nation should tax the poor or 

uproot them; 
• That no unmarried mother should be put away in 

disgrace; 
• That no door will be shut on those who need to 

find it open; 
• That shepherds and sheep and all of nature need 

not be afraid; 
• That barbed wire and angry soldiers may not be 

found in Bethlehem; 
• That wise men and wise women might appear in 

Belfast, in East Timor, in Lima; 
• That children may be preserved from those who 

would abuse them; 
• That this Christmas, worship may become a 

manger and the church a stable, and the rumour 
become a reality that Christ has come among us. 

And this we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Behind the heartbeat of these Christmas days is birth. 
More than birth, of course. Word-made-flesh. But 
before we can consider that we have to ponder birth 
itself. Before we marvel at the incarnation, we must 
stop to realize that it is marvellous that any new 
person bursts forth and, with the cord cut, cries a 
very personal cry. 
Births fill our folklore. Even our ancestors, who lived 
closer to such things that we do, never could get over 
what a wonderful thing it is, this event that links 
generations, that changes most everything, that at 
once promises us a future and sentences us to the 
past. For the delight always has just a bit of fear: The 
new always does that to human beings and their 
societies. Herod acts out the part of us that sees in 
every birth our own death coming closer. Perhaps the 
mystery and awe and song inspired by birth would 
not be so great without this darker side. 
 
What it does promise is that God will be with us so 
that we do not have to walk through loneliness, 
sickness, violence, anxiety, fear, and death alone. We 
have a hand to grasp, a love to embrace, a truth to 
cling to, and a power to sustain us (even through 
death itself). We walk in the same world as everyone 
else, but, like a child holding on to her mother’s hand 
as she walks into school for the first time, we are not 
alone, a trusted, sustaining, guiding love walks with 
us. God doesn’t remove us from what can hurt us, 
but walks with us amidst it all. 
 
Christmas calls a community back to its origins by 
remembering Jesus’ own beginnings as a human 
child, a prophet of God’s reign, a judgment on the 
world and its projects. What the parish celebrates 
during this season is not primarily a birthday, but the 
beginning of a decisive new phase in the 
tempestuous history of God’s hunger for human 
companions. The social concerns of the season are 
thus rooted in Jesus’ proclamation of God’s reign: the 
renunciation of patterns that oppress others (holding, 
climbing, commanding) and the formation of a new 
human community that voluntarily embraces those 
renunciations. It is an adult Christ that the 
community encounters during the Advent and 
Christmas cycles of Sundays and feasts: a Risen Lord 
who invites sinful people to become church. 
Christmas does not ask us to pretend we were back in 
Bethlehem, kneeling before a crib; it asks us to 
recognise that the wood of the crib became the wood 
of the cross. 
 
 

We do not need to put Christ back into Christmas. He 
is already there. But it is important for us to bring 
Christmas back to Christ. Some aspects of the way we 
celebrated Christmas in Australia are in conflict with 
the gospel stories of the first Christmas. 
The way we think about families sometimes leads us 
to separate good from bad families. This is reflected 
in our expectations of what Christmas should be like. 
But the stories of the first Christmas measure families 
by their humanity and by their need. They value 
people over wealth and respectability. They invite us 
to look particularly at the people who have reason to 
be unhappy at Christmas – those separated from 
their families, those who have grown up without 
stable families to steady their lives, and without 
resources to feed and care for their families. To care 
for families from this perspective invites us to model 
our society on the Good News of Jesus. 
This means particularly shaping the way in which we 
Australians work and spend money to strengthen 
families, especially those who are most broken. This 
implies respect for life and for the structure of 
marriage between men and women. It means 
providing working hours and conditions that enable 
families to meet and nurture one another. It also 
means encouraging the respect and solidarity in the 
workplace that fosters cooperative and not 
competitive values in the home. Family values also 
include shaping an immigration policy that makes it 
easy for immigrants and asylum seekers to be 
reunited with their families. 
For Christians, Christmas is about Jesus. It is a time 
for reflection as well as for celebration, for deepening 
faith as well as values.  Christmas reminds us that the 
value of human beings to God does not depend on 
what they have or how they appear. For us it is 
important to keep Christmas focused on Christ, and 
the good news that Christmas is for ourselves and for 
the world. 
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