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Bishop’s plea to both leaders over asylum seekers. 
Excerpts printed in CathNews 4 September 2013 
 

The Bishop of Darwin, Eugene Hurley, has written to 
both federal political leaders saying his immigrant 
father would have been embarrassed and saddened 
by both parties' policies on mandatory detention of 
asylum seekers, reports the NT News. 
Bishop Hurley emailed Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and 
Opposition leader Tony Abbott on August 16, after 
returning from a detention centre where he 
celebrated mass for Vietnamese families, including 
children and pregnant women. 

"Dear Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and Leader of the 
Opposition Tony Abbott, I have just returned to my 
office from the Wickham Point and the Blaydin 
detention centres here in Darwin. 

"Sadly, I have been involved with detention centres 
since the creation of the Woomera centre, followed 
by Baxter and now, over the last six years, with the 
various and expanding centres here in Darwin. 

"I experienced once again today, the suffocating 
frustration of the unnecessary pain we inflict on one 
another. I celebrated Holy Mass with a large number 
of Vietnamese families, made up of men, women, 
children and women waiting to give birth. The 
celebration was prayerful and wonderful, until the 
moment of parting. 

"I was reminded of something a young man said to me 
during one of my visits to Woomera, all those years 
ago. I was saying something about freedom. He 
replied, "Father, if freedom is all you have known, 
then you have never known freedom.'' I sensed the 
horrible truth of that statement again today." 

 

Copies of Bishop Hurley’s letter, which was published 
in the NT News, are available at the back of church 
or at www.ntnews.com.au 

 
 

Welcome to Delilah baptised this weekend at St 
Columba’s. We pray blessings for her as she 

grows in faith and the love of her family. 

  
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
Welcome to Fr Terry Wade who is Presider at 

masses this weekend. Terry celebrated his 
birthday on Friday and we wish him every blessing 

of health and happiness. 
 
 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of 
the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians of 
our parish land, whose cultures and customs have 
nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream. We 
honour the presence of these ancestors who reside 
in the imagination of this land and whose 
irrepressible spirituality flow through all creation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Coming up at Mass 
• CatholicCare Appeal Weekend: 14th/15th Sept 

Parish Information 
St Vincent de Paul Update: Last month, our 
Conference members visited 49 families and individuals. 
A total of $2,940 was issued in food relief. Twenty two 
emergency grocery hampers were distributed. Eighteen 
clothing vouchers were provided to our Vinnies 
store. We are most grateful to all parishioners who 
continue to support our Conference through donations 
of food, clothing, and money (through the SVDP 
collection boxes at the Church).   
We also thank everyone who contributed to our Winter 
Appeal. We raised just over $1,200. Without your 
support, we could simply not meet people's needs.  
Thank you to everyone who supported and attended 
our Healing Mass. A special thank you to our Presider 
Fr Michael Gilbert. 

Becoming a Catholic: Have you been thinking about 
becoming a Catholic? Have you been thinking about faith 
and spirituality in today’s world?  Perhaps you are 
married to a Catholic, your children are baptised Catholic 
and you want your family to share one faith? Perhaps 
you’ve been thinking about life’s big questions – Is there 
a God? Is there life after death? Who is Jesus? What 
does it mean to belong to a Faith community? What is 
this Church about anyway? - and want to explore these 
questions further. Our parish is holding a series of 
evenings where some of these questions can be 
addressed, and the journey to become Catholic will be 
outlined. You are welcome to come to any of or all of 
these meetings, to join us in conversation and supper. 
The dates are Mondays, September 9th and September 
16th, 7.30 - 8.30pm, in the Parish House, 2 Normandy 
Rd., Elwood. If you’d like to talk more about this, or 
would like to come but the dates don’t suit, please do 
contact Maria George, Christine Mitchell or John Petrulis 
on 95316120, or see any of us after Mass. 
Parish Community Weekend: We have booked the 
Don Bosco Camp for the 22nd-24th November. Thank 
you to the many people who have put their names 
down. We have about 30 expressions of interest 
so far but we need a few more so we can book 
the whole camp. We warmly encourage you to put 
your name down and join in the weekend.  

Copies of a range of interesting articles are available at 
the back of church including “Asylum seeker issue is a 
‘national race to bottom’”, “Rudd’s boats blunder is 
shocking, awful” & “Election issues that matter”. 
 

The latest edition of Kairos is available ($2) at the back 
of church. 
 

We really need some volunteers to operate the piety 
stall at St Columba. If you can help out, even on an 
occasional basis, please let us know. Thanks. 
 

Kids Church will take place on NEXT Sunday 15th 
September during 9am St Columba’s mass in the sacristy 
near the sanctuary.  At the moment, we have a keen 
team comprising Kathy Beckwith & Emma Bevilacqua but 
we welcome anyone else who would like to be involved. 
Please contact Kathy through the parish office. 
Don’t forget about the great Kid’s Sheets that are 
available at the back of church each week. They have 
fun games & information based on the readings for the 
weekend. Feel free to take them home also. 
 

The 2014 Columban Art Calendar is now available at 
the Piety Stall for $10. The calendar has been produced 
by St Columbans Mission Society for over 90 years and 
has provided important funding for the work of the 
missionaries in over 16 countries. They are great 
Christmas gifts for family or friends. 

St Columba’s Primary School 
The children from St Columba’s will be participating in 
the 30th birthday of Jump Rope for Heart on 
Wednesday 11th September. During this time students 
will collect donations so if you know one of the students 
or would like to support the school’s efforts for Heart 
Foundation just let them know. 

Sacred Heart Mission 
Op Shops: Through generously donating goods and by 
choosing to shop at Sacred Heart Mission op shops, you 
are helping to fund essential programs and services to 
help people who are homeless or living in poverty. 
Shopping at our op shops: All of our seven op shops 
offer upbeat shopping experiences and an array of bric-
a-brac, clothing, homewares, furniture and books.  
Donating items to our op shops: Donations of clothing, 
shoes, accessories, furniture, books, bric-a-brac and 
household items are always appreciated. Donate direct: 
Please deliver your pre-loved goods to one of our op 
shops during opening hours – Hawthorn, Elsternwick, St 
Kilda, Windsor, East St Kilda, South Melbourne & 
Bentleigh. Free collection service: Operates in and 
around the suburbs where the six stores are located, 
Monday to Saturday. To arrange a collection, please 
phone (03) 9536 8437 between 9:30am-4:30pm, 7 days 
per week. As this time of year is particularly busy with 
collections, 7-10 days notice, if possible, is ideal.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering at Sacred Heart 
Mission – a range of opportunities and times are 
available – please visit www.sacredheartmission.org or 
contact Kate Jarrett on 9537 1166. Volunteer 
information sessions are held each month and we’d 
encourage anyone interested to attend.  
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Wider Community 
CatholicCare, Jesuit Social Services and MacKillop 
Family Services work in a partnership supporting asylum 
seekers who are living in the community. As Catholic 
organisations we are extremely concerned about the 
seriously negative affects of extended detention on 
asylum seekers, in particular children. We have made a 
public statement which has been endorsed by seventy 
other Catholic Organisations.  We invite you to sign a 
petition of support. You can do so easily through the 
website petition at www.asylumseekercampaign.com 
 

Catholic Theological College presents a series of 
evening lectures presented on the many dimensions of 
our Catholic faith.  To be held Tuesday Sept, 10th Sept 
and 17th Sept 7pm-8.30pm at CTC, 278 Victoria Parade, 
East Melbourne. Free admission. RSVP 9412 3304 or 
jill.allen@ctc.edu.au Tuesday 10 September: Faith and 
Community. Sr Frances Baker RSM (moral 
theology), Fr Steve Rigo (systematic theology), Dr 
Rosemary Canavan (scripture) will bring insights from 
their own fields of scholarship and practice to reflect 
on the relationship of faith and community. 
 

Cardijn Community Australia presents “The Signs of 
the Times”: What Are We Doing? The church is doing 
plenty, on many vital issues. But our world is changing 
rapidly. We need to look afresh. You are warmly invited 
to join us for three workshops 10am-12midday, on the 
following Saturdays 14th September. Yarra Theological 
Union, 98 Albion Road, Box Hill. Cost – Gold coin 
donation for tea & coffee.  
 

SIP at the NOTT – Spirituality of Ageing and 
Infirmity. How do we understand the presence of God 
in our lives when we are faced with ageing and 
suffering? Helen Walker and Julie Binstead – Helen is 
General Manager / Direct of Nursing, Cabrini Palliative 
Care Service and Julie is Acting Manager Pastoral 
Service Cabrini Health. Tuesday 10th Sept 7.30pm-
9pm. Bistro Room, The Notting Hill Hotel, 260-262 
Ferntree Gully Road, Clayton or join us for dinner at 
6pm in the Uni Bar. 
 

Due to overwhelming demand, Australian Catholic 
University has had to change the venue for Richard 
Burridge's upcoming lecture to Mercy Lecture Theatre, 
17 Young Street Lecture Theatre. The Theatre is not  

 
in the main campus building but behind it. Email if any 
questions to jeffrey.hanson@acu.edu.au  “Biographies of 
Jesus: From the Gospels to Joseph Ratzinger/Pope 
Benedict XVI’s” Tuesday 10 Sept, 6:00 pm 

 

“Asylum seekers who arrived in Australia by boat are 
subject to the 'No Advantage' rule. Those released 
into the community on a Bridging Visa E: Have no right 
to work; Receive only around $220 to live on; and will 
not be granted a permanent Protection visa even if 
found to be a refugee. If you are concerned about the 
actions being taken in your name and want to contribute 
to a more generous approach, HERE IS A LOCAL 
OPPORTUNITY. The Port Phillip LINC Project will bring 
together the resources with those who need them most. 
Come along to the launch of the LINC Facebook 
site facebook.com/lincportphillip Wednesday 11th Sept 
at 5.00pm. JOIN OTHERS WHO WANT TO HELP” 
 

With One Big Voice Creativity Australia’s Gala Concert 
on Sunday 15th September, 3pm at Melbourne Town Hall. 
Share the joy of more than 350 voices raised in song. 
The choirs welcome all people and help break cycles of 
isolation and disadvantage. Tickets $30/$20 conc/$10 
child/$50 family. Enquiries 8679 6088  
 

Berry Street is currently looking for families who can 
provide emergency, respite, short term and long term 
care for vulnerable children. Berry Street is the largest 
child and family welfare organization in Melbourne and 
Victoria. For more information call 9429 9266 or 
foster@berrystreet.org.au 

Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry 
The Parliamentary Committee for the Inquiry into the 
Handling of Child Abuse by Religious and Other 
Organisations has heard from witnesses & is now 
preparing a report on its recommendations & findings, 
(due date extended until late November). Detailed 
information in available on the Victorian Government 
website www.parliament.vic.gov.au/fcdc/inquiry/340 

Facing the Truth  
“The submission by the Catholic Church in Victoria is 
called Facing the Truth. In it the Catholic Church 
acknowledges the suffering and trauma endured by 
children who have been in the Church’s care, and the 
effect on their families. For information & support go 
to www.facingthetruth.org.au,  

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up This Week 

 

 

v Mon 9th Sept – RCIA ‘Becoming a Catholic’ evening & 
supper, 7.30-8.30pm Parish House 

v Thurs 12th Sept – Liturgy team mtg, 7.30pm Parish 
House 

v Mon 16th Sept -  RCIA ‘Becoming a Catholic’ evening & 
supper, 7.30-8.30pm Parish House 

v Wed 18th Sept – St Vincent de Paul mtg, 7.30pm Parish 
House 
 

 

v Thurs 19th Sept – Parish Visitors mtg, 2pm Parish 
House 

v Sat 28th / Sun 29th Sept – Social Justice Sunday  
v Sun 29th Sept – Baptisms, 12.30pm St Columba 
v Mon 30th Sept – Small Christian Community, 7.30 

Parish House 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 

2.30pm COMMUNION SERVICE              
at Sacred Heart Community, Grey St, St. Kilda.  

WEDNESDAY 9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY   9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
      11.00am COMMUNION SERVICE  

 at Sacred Heart Church 
FRIDAY       9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE   

 at St Columba Church 
                        

14th / 15th September – 24th Sunday of the Year 
        Presider: Fr Terry Wade 
    

SATURDAY  6.00pm   MASS at St Columba’s Church 
   

SUNDAY  9.00am   MASS at St Columba’s Church 
              11.00am   MASS at Sacred Heart Church 

COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $    576.50 
Loose cash $    313.00 
Total  $    889.50 
Total after 35  weeks $ 35827.70 
Average $   1023.65 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $    603.50 
Total after 35  weeks $ 23366.65 
Average $     667.62 

 
 
 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day to day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish office. 
Our second collection is the Presbytery Collection 
which supports our parish priest.  Each quarter 25% 
is paid to the Priests’ Remuneration Fund. 

 

Please pray for... those who have died recently  
1st anniversaries Graeme Johnson 7.9, John Duffy 11.9 and those whose anniversaries are at this time;  

Peter Courtney 19.9.11, Ivy D’Lima 12.9.11, Nevil Ryan 2.9.11, Joan Jayne 17.9.11, Rosario Patane 1.8,  
Gabriele Ramen 21.9, Edmund George 30.9.06, Kevin Sullivan 27.9.87,  

 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for;   

Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran, Adele Howard, Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy,  
Patricia Cooper, Di McEwan, Loretta McCormick, Joyce, Vicki Howard, Maureen Duggan (Ireland), Colin King,  

Barry Quinn, Royce Hagen, Seamus Doherty, Ailbh Connolly, Toddy Cookson, Hayley Robertson, Janice Mottram,  
Ray Monagle, Gabrielle 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
 

                      LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD  
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the book of Wisdom 9: 13-18 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the letter of St Paul to Philemon 9-10. 12-17 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
 LET YOUR FACE SHINE ON YOUR SERVANT, 
 AND TEACH ME YOUR LAWS. 
 ALLELUIA! 
                  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 14: 25-33 

 
 

   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 14th / 15th September 24th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: HARMONIE CRIBBES, JANET CRIBBES 
  C: BRIGID ARTHUR 
   L: JOHN SHEELY 
         SET UP: MARIA GEORGE 
 9.00AM  M: MARYANNE PULLEN, GREG PULLEN 
  C: DOMINIC TESORIERO 
   L: LINA TESORIERO 
 

KIDS CHURCH: SUNDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER, 9AM MASS ST COLUMBA’S  
 

Altar and Cleaning SEPTEMBER: MARYANNE PULLEN 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: ANNE DEXTER, ALECIA RATHBONE, JUSTICE 

OMENIHU 
   C: NANCY EDWARDS 
    L: ROGER VAIL 
         SET UP: LEGION OF MARY 
 
 BUS DRIVER: JULIAN & JEANNETTE QUINN 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: JOHN SHEELY 

 


