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  TThhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  PPaarriisshh  ooff  SSaaccrreedd  HHeeaarrtt  &&  SStt  CCoolluummbbaa 

OOuurr  CCaatthhoolliicc  PPaarriisshh  iiss  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwhhiicchh  wweellccoommeess  aallll  ttoo    
wwaallkk  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  aa  ssppiirriitt  ooff  ccoommppaassssiioonn,,  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  hhooppee..  

 

 

   Sunday 7 September 2014    23RD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (YEAR A) 
 

St Columba Church       Sacred Heart Church     
Cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Rds, Elwood 3184   83 Grey St, St Kilda West 3182             
St Columba’s Primary School      Sacred Heart Mission     
24 Glenhuntly Rd, Elwood 3184   Tel: 9531 6560   87 Grey Street, St Kilda 3182   Tel: 9537 1166 
 PARISH OFFICE:  2 Normandy Rd, Elwood 3184     Tel: 9531 6120   Fax: 9525 7951   Email:  eskw@eskwparish.org 
       Website: http://www.elwoodstkildawestparish.org 
 

 Parish Priest:    Fr John Petrulis  jpetrulis@eskwparish.org   Pastoral Associate:  Maria George  mgeorge@eskwparish.org 
 SHM Pastoral Associate: Marianne Zeinstra mzeinstra@sacredheartmission.org  
 Catechetic Coord: Christine Mitchell cmitchell@eskwparish.org  Parish Administrator:   Jane Hearnes    jhearnes@eskwparish.org   
 Parish Visitors:  Sr Trish Kelly, Maryanne Pullen, Jim & Marina Van Dort, Elizabeth Martinov, Legion of Mary (call or email parish office)         
 Principal: Carol Morrison    cmorrison@scelwood.catholic.edu.au   Deputy Principal / SWC: Bern Bradley    bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au                  
Religious Education Leader: Adelia Muldoon amuldoon@scelwood.catholic.edu.au

Reflection on today’s Gospel: Matthew 18: 15-20 
 
How can Paul speak of love of neighbor and Matthew 
speak of banishing someone from the Christian 
community? Doesn’t the law of love override the 
judgement of wrongdoing? 
We must remember that both speak to a newborn 
church struggling with what it means to live as Jesus 
did and trying to put his words into practice. Jesus 
preached love of neighbor as one of the greatest of 
the commandments. For Paul, who wrote a few years 
before Matthew, love is foundational for Christian 
relationship. Someone who starts with a sense of love 
will never do wrong to a neighbor or to God. By the 
time Matthew wrote his gospel, community and the 
gathering of Christians for prayer and companionship 
had become crucially important. The great 
commandments, “love God” and “love your neighbor”, 
still guided the lives of the early Christians, but they 
also needed to develop ways of living in community. 
Matthew envisions what love tempered with justice 
and discipline can look like in a community of faith. 
Such compassion demands that members be given 
every opportunity to change their ways before being 
shunned as outsiders – Gentiles or tax collectors could 
not be part of the church at first. Yet such judgement 
carries awesome responsibility and cannot be taken 
lightly. Whatever is bound on earth is bound in heaven. 
The temptation to abuse that power must be 
compelling at times. The disciples had to remember 
that Jesus reached out to sinners, tax collectors and 
outsiders throughout his entire life. Following in his 
footsteps, with love as both ground and guide, the 
members of the early church were compelled to 
preach the gospel even – and maybe especially – to 
those they shunned, and invite them to know Christ. 
The love of God compels us to do no less. 
 

• Many people believe that the God of the Old 
Testament is judging and the God of the New 
Testament is merciful. In reality, both parts of 
our Bible present both images. Why is it important 
to consider both facets of God? 
                 At Home with the Word © LTP 

 
Father’s Day Blessing 
Lord of life, we thank you for the gift of the fathers, 
grandfathers and father-figures amongst us.  
May they recognise that they have a special place in 
our hearts. 
Bless them for their nurturing, shelter and embracing,  
a mirror of your divine love and affection for us all. 
Bless them with happiness, good health, peace and 
good fortune.  
Bless them with joy, love and laughter, and pride in 
their family.  
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of 
the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians of 
our parish land, whose cultures and customs have 
nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream. We 
honour the presence of these ancestors who reside 
in the imagination of this land and whose 
irrepressible spirituality flow through all creation. 

 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Coming up at Masses 

Fr John is heading off on his well deserved annual 
leave this week. We wish him all the very best and 
safe travels. He will return to ‘duty’ on 9 October. 
We are grateful to have Terry Wade and a number 
of other priests helping us out as masses during 
this time. Please make them feel very welcome. 
This weekend we warmly welcome Terry to St 
Columba and Paul Castely to Sacred Heart. We also 
wish Terry a very Happy Birthday for Saturday. 
May he enjoy every blessing of health and 
happiness. 
v Sat 6 / Sun 7 Sept - Priest’s Retirement 

Foundation Appeal – leaving collection 
v Sat 6 / Sun 7 Sept – Fathers Day masses 
v Sun 21 Sept – UN International Day of Peace 
v Sat 27 / Sun 28 Sept – Social Justice Sunday 

Parish Information 
First Eucharist: We thank all those who have 
supported the children during their preparation for 
their First Eucharist, school, parish staff, parents and 
prayer partners. Thank you also to our wider community 
who so warmly welcomed the children and their 
families/friends at masses. Thank you! 
 

Just recently, we've had some enquiries from adults 
regarding celebrating confirmation and first eucharist. 
Usually this is because people were baptised as children, 
but somehow missed out on either their first communion 
and/or confirmation. They now come to a point in life 
where they want to do this, or need/want to because of 
marriage requirements. 
So this coming Monday evening, 7 - 8pm, there'll be an 
initial meeting for anyone who'd like to begin this 
process. If this is you, or someone whom you know, you 
are very welcome to join us. Parishioners too are warmly 
invited to come along and support those seeking full 
initiation within our Church. 
Monday 8th Sept, 7-8pm, 2 Normandy Rd Elwood. 
Please call Maria 95316120 for further information. 
Parish Mass Count: You may have noticed that we have 
been taking a count at our masses. We are doing this 
for a year to gather information about the patterns of 
attendance over the liturgical year. Attendance varies 
for many reasons; weather, world events, Easter 
/Christmas, sacramental or school masses etc. and it’s 
important for us to understand patterns and trends. 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our 
lovely Healing Mass on Friday. Thank you especially to 
Christine and Ancita for the lovely music, Maria for the 
delicious pasta, Ray for setting up and packing up and as 
always the Legion of Mary for all their help. 
 
 

Parish Library Hi Folks, we are pleased to tell you 
that our library is expanding thanks to some 
generous book donations. We are planning make 
borrowing easier by making books available through 
the churches – more info later.  
There are some overdue books noted. You can return 
to the parish house or leave on the table at the back 
of St Columba Church – all is forgiven ☺ 
Donations can also be left on the table – related 
religious / spiritual books please – no Mills & Boone ☺ 
Improve your vocabulary:  
Word: littering – A dog gave birth to puppies in the 
park and was fined for littering. 
Word: circumference – The fattest knight at King 
Arthur’s court was Sir Circumference. 

Parish Community Weekend: Following the success of 
the last two years we have booked the Don Bosco Camp 
again. It will be the 14-16 November and will cost 
approx $80pp. Mark this in your diary and fill out the 
expression of interest sheet at the back of church or 
contact the office – no commitment required yet but 
get in quick as places filled up last year. For those who 
may be unsure about the weekend here are a few 
reflections from those who attended last year... 
"I am most grateful for the opportunity to spend two 
days talking, thinking and reflecting on the place for 
gratitude in my life and to spend time away from 
regular, daily life with its demands. What a luxury!!! For 
me it was wonderful to meet parishioners whom I had 
never met due to choice of masses and others I knew by 
sight but not by name. I will always be grateful for the 
riches I received through our conversations, walks, 
coffees and shared meals. I left the weekend feeling so 
grateful for the generosity of other parishioners and an 
admiration for their resourcefulness and willingness to 
share their skills and knowledge with myself and others. 
We are indeed a blessed and rich parish community.”  
Michael Murray 
“Before I went away on the parish weekend, I did not 
know many people and felt rather peripheral. I came 
away feeling I belonged in a trusting and welcoming 
community in which everyone’s voice is heard.”  
Anna Griffiths 

Sacred Heart Mission 
The dining room is again really short of coffee mugs. If 
you have some spare mug please drop them off to the 
Mission or the Parish House. Thank you! 
 

‘Sit with Me’: My Story, My Art, My Music. An 
exhibition of visual arts and music performances by 
resident artists of Sacred Heart Mission’s Queens Road 
Rooming House. 10 September – 8 October, the Gallery 
St Kilda Town Hall 99a Carlisle St, St Kilda. Monday to 
Friday 8.30am-5.00pm 
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St Columba Primary School 
We need lots more plastic bottle tops from milk or juice 
bottles for the Community Arts bottle top murals. 
Please drop them off at school. Thanks 

Wider Community 
Alzheimer’s Australia has a vision to create a dementia-
friendly nation, a place where people living with 
dementia are supported to live a high quality of life with 
meaning, purpose and value. A crucial first step to 
achieve this is to reduce dementia stigma. People with 
dementia want to be accepted for who they are, not 
defined by their diagnosis. Alzheimer’s Australia has 
launched a video sharing the stories of Glenda, Keith 
and Graeme, who are living with dementia, which 
encourages communities to understand what it is like to 
live with dementia and become dementia-aware. Watch 
the video here: http://youtu.be/z15-0xZTng4 Let’s help 
make Australia a dementia-friendly nation! Share the 
video with your family, friends and colleagues too!  
 

Columban Mission Society The Columbans are a 
missionary society of priests who work in 19 countries. 
They work in cooperation with lay people and Columban 
Sisters from a standpoint of solidarity with the poor 
and the integrity of creation. Solidarity with the poor 
means that we recognise the moral challenge of 
worldwide and local poverty. It means supporting the 
struggle of the poor for real participation and against 
injustice. There are a range of hand made cards made 
by Sr Claire Griffin available for sale. They are 
available at the back of Sacred Heart this Sunday. If 
you would like to purchase cards you can also contact 
Noreen on 9593 8374. Fr Brian Gore from the 
Philippines has been able to begin a breakfast program 
for 150 children at Colambo Primary School in the 
Philippines from the sale of the cards. Thank you! 
 

The latest issue of Kairos is available ($2) at the back 
of church. This issue is published on the 100th World 
Day of Migrants and Refugees. Bishop Vincent Long 
OFMConv is the guest columnist for Hartbeat this 
issue. He writes on this year’s theme, as chosen by Pope 
Francis, ‘Towards a Better World.’ 
 

Spirituality in the Pub: Sip at the Nott. Francis for the 
Faithful Tuesday 9 Sept 7.30-9.30pm Bistro Room, The 
Notting Hill Hotel, 260-262 Ferntree Gully Rd, Clayton. 
Aoife McGrath has a Doctorate in Moral Theology and 
an MA in Chaplaincy Studies and Pastoral Work. She is 
currently employed by the Pastoral Research Office of 
the Australian Bishop’s Conference. 

 
Western Spirituality in the Pub/Club. The Francis 
Effect: Celebrating the Inspired Role of Women who 
Embraced Vatican II Tuesday 9 Sept 7.30-9.30pm 
Club Italia, Furlong Rd St Albans. Mary Ryllis Clark is 
publishing ‘A Great Diversity – Women Religious Living 
the Spirit of Vatican II’. 
 

You’re invited to the launch of “Daniel Mannix His 
Legacy” on Wednesday 17 September, 5.30pm-7.30pm 
at Catholic Theological College, 278 Victoria Parade, 
East Melbourne. RSVP for catering purposes by 10 Sept 
to Rachel Naughton 9926 5752 or archive@cam.org.au 

Copies of the Spring edition of Australian Catholics 
are available free at the back of church. Please take 
a free copy – the featured story is an interview with 
Sr Brigid Arthur: “Bravery without borders”. 
There are different kinds of bravery, but few of us 
will ever have to muster the courage to flee our 
home and make a treacherous journey across the 
ocean in search of safety. Yet that's a decision that 
has confronted all of the people Sister Brigid 
Arthur encounters through the Brigidine Asylum 
Seekers Project. Originally from the Wimmera rural 
community of Kaniva, Sr Brigid worked in secondary 
education before helping found the project with 
fellow Brigidine Sister Catherine Kelly in 2001. Their 
aim is to provide hospitality and practical support 
for asylum seekers, promote advocacy for the rights 
of asylum seekers and to raise awareness of asylum 
seeker issues in the community.   

Royal Commission  
The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse has been extended for another two 
years by the Abbott government. The final report is 
now expected by December 15, 2017. In a statement 
Senator Brandis said he had met with Chair Justice 
Peter McClellan AM twice since the start of the year to 
discuss the program’s future. He is said to have assured 
them that the extension will be “sufficient” for the 
Commission to finish its work. The government said the 
extension will give the Commission to hear more stories 
from victims and conduct more public hearings 
Please contact Fr John or Maria if you would like to talk 
about or seek support on this issue. Please also let us 
know any suggestions for how as a parish we can support 
one another. The Royal Commission website and the 
Archdiocesan website also have information on a range 
of support services available 
http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au 
 or http://www.tjhcouncil.org.au/support 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Fr 5 Sept – Healing & Anointing Mass, 11am followed by 
light lunch 

v Thurs 11 Sept – SKEGS mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v Thurs 11 Sept – Liturgy team mtg, 7.30pm Parish House 

v Wed 17 Sept – St Vincent de Paul mtg, 7.30pm Parish 
House 

v Thurs 18 Sept – Visitor team mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v  
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba  
      2.00pm COMMUNION SERVICE All welcome! 
  Avonsleigh Community, 41-43 Robe St, St. Kilda.  
WEDNESDAY 9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY   9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
        11.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at SH Church 
FRIDAY       9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba  
                           

13 / 14 September – 24th Sunday of the Year 
 

SATURDAY   6.00pm  MASS at St Columba Church 
  Presider: Terry Wade   
SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
  Presider: Terry Wade  
             11.00am   MASS at Sacred Heart Church  
  Presider: Paul Castely 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     508.50 
Loose cash $     319.45 
Total  $    827.95 
Total after 35 weeks $ 35719.35 
Average $    1020.55 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      710.75 
Total after 35 weeks $  23462.90 
Average $      670.37 

 

    Our first collection is the Thanksgiving 
Collection which supports the day to day 
running of the parish and covers salaries, 

insurance, church/faith/liturgy requisites and general 
outgoings of the parish office. Our second collection 
is the Presbytery Collection which supports our 
parish priest.  Each quarter 25% is paid to the PRF. 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Sr Kathleen Gaffy olsh 7.8 (sister of Genevieve Thompson), 
John Glover, Kevin Shoebridge (friend of Helen Richards) 

1st anniversaries; Kevin Koetsveld July, Arthur Carbo 12.8, Jan Altman (friend of the Stewart family),  
Cynthia Griffin, 3rd anniversary; Marion Flanagan and those whose anniversaries are at this time; Shane Brennan, 
Leo Flanagan, Margaret Papworth 16.08.80, Danny Martinov 28.8.11, Peter Burgess 30.8.10, Clare Carmody 1.8.09, 

Noreen O’Connor 14.8.09, Tom King 17.8.09, May Pearce 24.8.11, Lyn Von Oudtshoorn 1.8.09, Daniel Cassar 17.8.05, 
Shirley Evans 11.8.08, Perc Marten 12.8.97, Cherry Wood-Wallis 21.8.08, Monica Bourke 14.8.00, Therese Johnson 

23.8.98, Sheleagh Davidson 3.8.11, Shane Walsh 7.8.11, Robert Callaghan 8.8.11 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for;   
Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran, Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Loretta McCormick,  

Vicki Howard, Diane McHugh, Henry Walker, Cath & Jim Woodwood, Camille Fraser, Danielle Lednar, Lynne Fielder, 
Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Lydia Ulehla, Leo Cash, Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, Brian Stackpole, Pat Crofts, Martin 
McHale, Delsyia Fullinfaw, Bill Wancope, Jeanne Swan, John Kelly, Lin Da (undergoing major reconstructive surgery), 

Lesley Griffiths, Basil Tierney 
If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 

  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD  
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 33: 7-9 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  O that today you would listen to his voice! 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the book of Psalms 94: 1-2, 6-9 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:      ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
 GOD WAS IN CHRIST, TO RECONCILE THE WORLD TO HIMSELF; 
 AND THE GOOD NEWS OF RECONCILIATION HE HAS ENTRUSTED TO US. 
 ALLELUIA! 
                  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew: 18: 15-20 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 13 / 14 September   24th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: SUE GAYLARD, MICHAEL MURRAY, JIM / MARINA VAN DORT 
  C: PATRICK COMARMOND 
   L: MARIA LAZZARO 
         SET UP: JIM & MARINA VAN DORT 
 9.00AM  M: BERNADETTE CHEET, FRANCES PITITTO, VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
  C: MARIA BALLANTYNE 
   L: THERESA ELLIS 
KIDS CHURCH:  

Altar and Cleaning SEPTEMBER: MARYANNE PULLEN 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: ELIZABETH MARTINOV, MAGGIE MCEWAN, 

MAUREEN STEWART 
   C: HELEN FRERIS 
    L: KATHLEEN UPFOLD 
         SET UP: MAUREEN STEWART 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: MAUREEN GRIFFITHS 

          


