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   Sunday 6 September 2015    23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B 
 

St Columba Church       Sacred Heart Church     
Cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Rds, Elwood 3184   83 Grey St, St Kilda West 3182             
St Columba’s Primary School      Sacred Heart Mission     
24 Glenhuntly Rd, Elwood 3184   Tel: 9531 6560   87 Grey Street, St Kilda 3182   Tel: 9537 1166 
 PARISH OFFICE:  2 Normandy Rd, Elwood 3184     Tel: 9531 6120   Fax: 9525 7951   Email:  eskw@eskwparish.org 
       Website: http://www.elwoodstkildawestparish.org 
 

 Parish Priest:    Fr John Petrulis  jpetrulis@eskwparish.org   Pastoral Associate:  Maria George  mgeorge@eskwparish.org 
 SHM Pastoral Associate:  
 Catechetic Coord: Christine Mitchell cmitchell@eskwparish.org  Parish Administrator:   Jane Hearnes    jhearnes@eskwparish.org   
 Parish Visitors:  Sr Trish Kelly, Maryanne Pullen, Elizabeth Martinov, Legion of Mary (call or email parish office)         
 Principal: Daniella Maddalena dmaddalena@scelwood.catholic.edu.au Deputy Principal / SWC: Bern Bradley    bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au                  
Religious Education Leader: Adelia Muldoon amuldoon@scelwood.catholic.edu.au

 
 

Gospel Reflection: Mark 7: 31-37 
As we, the Church, celebrate the Liturgy of the 
Word, we proclaim our faith not only through what 
each reading says in its own right, but through the 
relationship of the readings to each other. For 
instance, in the light of the Gospel, the Old 
Testament reading is often seen to have a meaning 
that was not evident to its original audience. 
Therefore, the Church not only selects, but through 
that selection interprets the readings. Today’s 
readings are a perfect example. 
In the readings from Isaiah, the prophet is offering 
hope to the people: “Here is your God, ... he comes to 
save you.” Isaiah goes on to describe the signs that 
will accompany God’s arrival, among which are: “the 
ears of the deaf be cleared; ... the tongue of the mute 
will sing.” 
Isaiah’s words, when heard and understood by his 
contemporaries, did not lead them to expect the 
Incarnation. Rather, Isaiah is assuring the people that 
the God who entered into a covenant relationship with 
their ancestors, and who promised to love and protect 
them, will keep those promises. The people should not 
be frightened or doubt God’s love, but should live in 
hope. God saved them in the past, and God will save 
them in the future. 
In today’s Gospel, we read the story of one of Jesus’ 
acts of power. He heals a deaf man with a speech 
impediment. After Jesus heals the man, his “ears 
were opened, his speech impediment was removed, and 
he spoke plainly.” We can’t help but notice that Jesus 
has performed two of Isaiah’s signs. 
By selecting these two readings for the same Sunday, 
the Church is interpreting the reading from Isaiah to 
proclaim our faith in the identity of Jesus. The 
Church is saying: “Here is your God, ... he comes to 
save you.” 
 

• How exactly does the Gospel draw our attention to 
the signs named in Isaiah? 

• In what ways do we need to learn to hear and to 
speak? Are impediments always physical? 

• How does partiality block the kingdom? 
 

Fr Terry Wade celebrates his 70th birthday this 
Sunday. Terry has been a great support to our 
parish for many years and we wish him a Happy 
Birthday and all the very best in health and 
happiness. Enjoy your party Terry. 

 

Fathers Day We remember and pray for all fathers 
today, those present with us and those forever in our 
hearts. Thank you to Greg, Leonard and Chris for 
sharing their thoughts on Fatherhood at masses. 
Father’s Day Blessing 
Lord of life, we thank you for the gift of the fathers, 
grandfathers and father-figures amongst us.  
May they recognise that they have a special place in 
our hearts. 
Bless them for their nurturing, shelter and embracing,  
a mirror of your divine love and affection for us all. 
Bless them with happiness, good health, peace and 
good fortune.  
Bless them with joy, love and laughter, and pride in 
their family.  
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears 
of the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians 
of our parish land, whose cultures and customs 
have nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land 
since men and women awoke from the great 
dream. We honour the presence of these 
ancestors who reside in the imagination of this 
land and whose irrepressible spirituality flow 
through all creation. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
 

Coming up at Mass: 
• Sat 12 / Sun 13 Sept – Priests Retirement 

Foundation Fathers Day Appeal. Due to the 
“Lifeboat Geelong” Appeal this weekend, we will ask 
for your support for this next weekend. Thank you! 

• Sat 19 / Sun 20 Sept – UN International Peace Day 
• Sun 27 September – Social Justice Sunday 

Parish Information 
John is heading off on his annual leave this week. We 
wish him safe travels and some much needed time to 
recharge his batteries. We look forward to his return in 
early October. Fr Brian McDermott will be Presider for 
the next four weekends.   
“Lifeboat Geelong” Appeal. Lifeboat Geelong has 
been providing pastoral support and care for two 
years to established victims of Church-related sexual 
abuse. This support has varied from personal listening, 
helping with accommodation and employment, managing 
household and car repairs and managing bureaucracy 
such as Centrelink pensions etc. More than half the 
people directly assisted so far have been from outside 
Geelong. From limited unsolicited donations we have 
used over $40,000 to assist more than 30 established 
victims. The payments have helped alleviate immediate 
financial stress, but the recipients stress the even 
greater importance of the respect, care and 
recognition demonstrated through that financial 
support. Our Parish Leadership & Development Team 
has committed to support “Lifeboat Geelong” and 
encourage you to show your support this weekend by 
donating to our weekend appeal. If you would like to 
make a donation by direct debit, please contact Jane 
at the office. We also ask for any parishioners who 
might be able to offer personal and/or services to 
people being helped by “Lifeboat Geelong” to contact 
Jane also. Thank you for your support! 

Thank you for your support of the Brigidine Asylum 
Seeker Project (BASP) last weekend. We ask for your 
continued support. BASP SOS We are short of food at 
present and the need for food assistance is growing 
Some food and household goods are much more in demand 
than others; oil, tea and coffee, sugar, tinned tomatoes, 
tuna (plain) long life milk, basmati rice as well as dried 
lentils, burghal and chick peas, snacks for school lunches 
such as sultana packs, dried fruits are good. Washing 
powder, cleaning products, toilet paper shampoo and 
tooth paste. Disposable nappies and wipes are an ongoing 
need. Something special - a voucher for Coles, Big W, 
Kmart or similar stores allows asylum seekers the 
independence to buy something they really want and 
need. We have an ample supply of tinned soup and 
beetroot. Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported 
the Healing & Anointing Mass. The spirit at the mass 
and lunch afterwards is lovely and we warmly encourage 
any new to the experience to come along next time. 
 

Prayer Partners for First Eucharist: Thank you very 
much to everyone who volunteered to be a prayer 
partner.  We invite you to whole-heartedly take up this 
opportunity to show our youngest parishioners that our 
faith community, the body of Christ, holds all its 
members in its heart. 
 

On Saturday 21 November, St. Columba’s school are 
holding a twilight fair from 3-8pm and the parish has 
been generously invited to participate. This is a great 
opportunity to demonstrate our relationship with the 
school to the wider community and raise some funds. We 
have decided to run a tea/coffee and cake stall, as this is 
not available at the fair. There are lots of wonderful 
cooks, chefs, bakers etc. in the parish and we are asking 
for contributions of cakes and confectionery of all sorts. 
Please sign up at the sheet at the back of church. 
THANK YOU! 

Sacred Heart Mission 
It's less than a month to go until the Heart of St Kilda 
Concert on 22 September. The Concert is a night of 
magic on the stage of the @Palais, starring a brilliant 
lineup of musicians and comedians, all united to help raise 
money for Sacred Heart Mission's Meals Program. Stars 
include The Black Sorrows, Kasey Chambers, Arj Barker, 
Tim Rogers, Denise Scott, Leonard & Slava Grigoryan, 
Dave Callan, Emma Donovan and many more! Cost $99 A 
Reserve, $79 B Reserve Book tickets through 
Ticketmaster. Check out the full lineup via our official 
event trailer. Please share/like/favourite/comment on 
this trailer and spread the word! 
YouTube: https://youtu.be/JR5EDMViXA8 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sacredheartmission 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ScdHrtMission 
Web: https://www.sacredheartmission.org/support-
us/events/heart-of-st-kilda-charity-event 
The hashtag we're using is #heartofstkilda 

St Columba Primary School 
A Musical In A Month: ‘Under the Big Top’. The 
excitement is really starting to build up. The children 
have been rehearsing all term and can’t wait to hit the 
stage. It is going to be a fabulous show and if you haven’t 
already purchased your tickets now is the time. 
Wednesday 16 September, 6.30pm at St Kilda Town 
Hall. Tickets can be purchased from the school or via 
direct debit BSB: 083 347 A/C: 646508233 Tickets $20 
12+, $10 5-12years  
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Wider Community 
Spirituality in the Pub: SIP at the Nott The Synod on 
the Family: will the people of the church be heard? Peter 
Johnstone OAM is Chair of Catholics for Renewal and 
Chair of the Council of the Jesuit Sentir Graduate 
College of Spiritual Formation. Tuesday 8 September, 
7.30pm-9pm Bistro Room, The Notting Hill Hotel 260-
262 Ferntree Gully Road, Clayton or join for dinner at 
6pm in the Uni Bar. 
 

CatholicCare’s 80th Anniversary at the Heavenly Gala 
Ball on Thursday 10 September, tickets are selling 
fast! We have planned a very special night of 'Heavenly 
Rock' with spectacular entertainment, exquisite food and 
fine wines at the stunning Plaza Ballroom, and we would 
love you to be part of it. Most importantly, our Heavenly 
Gala Ball aims to raise $100,000 for CatholicCare’s 
programs and services so we are able to continue our 
vital work in the community … and we can only achieve 
this with your help. Here are a few ways you can help us 
make this a successful event: Further information can be 
found on our website at www.ccam.org.au/galaball. If you 
have any queries, please contact our Events Manager, 
Angela Paterno-Smith on 0409 774 101, 99265722 or e-
mail angela.smith@ccam.org.au 
 

Dandenong Deanery has invited Fr Anthony Gittens from 
the USA to facilitate a conference to be held at 
Killester College in Springvale. Fr Anthony is a well know 
Theologian & Author. The theme for the weekend will 
be, "What on earth is Discipleship" Saturday 12 Sept 
9.30am-4pm & Sunday 13 Sept 1pm-5.30pm. One and two 
day packages available from $10 with early bird savings if 
booked by 3 August. See flyer on noticeboard for more 
details.  Bookings essential – Paddy 0422 296 961 
dandenongdeanery@live.com.au 
 

 “Life without hope cannot be” Tisso. Defying 
genocide: Nuba and Sudan The Institute of Sisters of 
Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea and Australian 
Catholic University are hosting this Art Exhibition 
from 29 September – 2 October, 2015. The 
exhibition shows art works and stories expressing the 
daily life of Sudan’s Nuba Mountain people who live in a 
war zone. The art and stories speak eloquently of their 
faith, gratitude, resilience and hope as they struggle for 
liberation, dignity and education.  The Launch of “Life 
without hope cannot be” is on Tuesday 29 September 
2015 -5.30pm - 7.30pm. Please RSVP by 1 September 
nicolerotaru0@gmail.com 

 

 
Date for your Diary: Wellsprings for Women Inc are 
holding a ‘Fabulous Fundraising Dinner’ on Friday 23rd 
October, 7pm at Freccia Azzurra $55 pp includes dinner 
& drinks. RSVP 8 October Contact 9701 3740 or 
fundraiser@wellspringsforwomen.com 
 

The latest edition of Australian Catholics is available at 
the back of church. It is written and edited entirely by 
high school students. Please take your free copy. 
 

Resources and ideas for the upcoming Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy Saturday 17 October, 10am - 3pm 
Catholic Leadership Centre, East Melbourne 
 The Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation invites you 
to a special planning day to 'taste and see' what the Year 
of Mercy is all about and how to participate in your local 
community. With two keynote presentations and up to 
14 workshops to choose from, this day is especially useful 
for parish pastoral councils, liturgy/RCIA teams, music 
teams, school leadership/RE teams, outreach teams and 
youth groups. 
Internationally-acclaimed presenters (including our very 
own Maria George) Internationally-acclaimed author and 
retreat leader Margaret Silf (UK) takes us on a journey 
through the 'parables of mercy', while Br Mark O'Connor 
illuminates what Pope Francis means when he says, 
"Perhaps we have forgotten what it is to show and live 
the way of mercy". 
Don't miss the special early bird rates 
Early bird rates are $20 per person and a flat rate of 
$80 for groups of 4 or more. Registration price includes 
a resource pack, morning tea and lunch. 
Contact Maria or Jane if you are interested in joining a 
group going from the parish. 
 
 

 
 

Psychological and Counselling Services: Professional 
Psychologists, Catholic Based, Medicare Rebate Available. 
Contact: 9820 1223 Mon – Sat: 10am to 7.30pm 
www.clscounselling.org.au, support@clscounselling.org.au 

Royal Commission  
Please contact Fr John or Maria if you would like to talk 
about or seek support on this issue. Please also let us 
know any suggestions for how as a parish we can support 
one another. The Royal Commission website and the 
Archdiocesan website also have information on a range of 
support services available. 
 
 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Sat 5 / Sun 6 Sept – “Lifeboat Geelong” appeal at all 
masses 

v Thurs 10 Sept – SKEGS mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v Thurs 10 Sept – Liturgy team mtg, 7.30pm Parish House 
 

v Wed 16 Sept - St Columba Primary School musical, 
6.30pm St Kilda Town Hall 

v Wed 16 Sept – St Vincent de Paul mtg, 7.30pm Parish 
House 

v Thurs 17 Sept – Visiting team mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v Sun 27 Sept – Social Justice Sunday 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY      9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
  2.00pm  COMMUNION SERVICE All Welcome 
  at Sacred Heart Community, Grey St, St Kilda 
WEDNESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY    11.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at SH 
 FRIDAY       9.00am MASS at St Columba Church 
                               

    

12 / 13 September   24th Sunday of the Year 
Presider: Fr Brian McDermott       

SATURDAY   6.00pm   MASS at St Columba Church 
      

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
            11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
 

COLLECTIONS: Last weekend 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      690.30 
Loose cash $      380.30 
Total  $     1070.60 
Total after 35 weeks $  34042.55 
 Average $      972.64 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $       716.90 
Total after 35 weeks $   24061.80 
Average $       687.48 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day-to-day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish office.  
Our second collection is the Presbytery Collection 
which supports our parish priest.  Each quarter 
25% is paid to the Priests Retirement Foundation. 
 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Fr Frank Martin PE MBE 
1st anniversaries; baby Felix, Ray Alsaker, James Foley, Yvonne Gorman, Maria Czajkowski, Fr Michael Sheehy 

and those whose anniversaries are at this time; George Palmer, Arthur Carbo 12.8, Jan Altman, Cynthia Griffin, 
Marion Flanagan, Shane Brennan, Leo Flanagan, Margaret Papworth 16.08.80, Danny Martinov 28.8.11,  

Peter Burgess 30.8.10, Clare Carmody 1.8.09, Noreen O’Connor 14.8.09, Tom King 17.8.09, May Pearce 24.8.11,  
Lyn Von Oudtshoorn 1.8.09, Daniel Cassar 17.8.05, Shirley Evans 11.8.08, Perc Marten 12.8.97,  

Cherry Wood-Wallis 21.8.08, Monica Bourke 14.8.00, Therese Johnson 23.8.98, Sheleagh Davidson 3.8.11,  
Shane Walsh 7.8.11, Robert Callaghan 8.8.11 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for; Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran,  
Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, 

Brian Stackpole, Jeanne Swan, Lesley Griffiths, Sr Margaret, Robin Blaine, Marlene Foster, Tony Patane,  
Jackie Pyster, Leanne Wright, Lola Barns, Albert Sasson, Margaret Campbell, Barbara Kenny, Tony Palmer,  

River Stewart (18 months old), (Leslie) Anthony Jones, Trevor Fletcher, Pat Herkess, Sophie Durnan,  
Cynthia Joseph, Call Orr 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD    
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the prophet Isaiah 35: 4-7  
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Praise the Lord, my soul! 

      SECOND READING:  A reading from the letter of St James 2: 1-5 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
   JESUS PREACHED THE GOOD NEWS OF THE KINGDOM 
 AND HEALED ALL WHO WERE SICK. 
 ALLELUIA! 

  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 7: 31-37 
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 12 / 13 September  24th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: SUE GAYLARD, MICHAEL MURRAY, NOREEN DEMPSEY 
   C: LIZ / BERNARD REGAN 
   L: PATRICK COMARMOND 
         SET UP: LIZ & BERNARD REGAN 
 9.00AM  M: BERNADETTE CHEET, FRANCES PITITTO, MARY MONAGLE 
  C: THERESA ELLIS 
   L: MARIA BALLANTYNE 

 
Altar and Cleaning September: Maryanne Pullen 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: JIM FINLAYSON, MAGGIE MCEWAN, MAUREEN 

STEWART 
   C: KATHLEEN UPFOLD 
    L: HELEN FRERIS 
         SET UP: MAUREEN STEWART 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: MAUREEN GRIFFITHS  

          


