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Reflection on Gospel: John 20: 1-9  
In each of the four Gospel accounts of the Sunday 
following Jesus’ death and burial, it is the women 
disciples who first go to his grave, and first among 
them is Mary Magdalene. In the Gospel according to 
John, in the verses following today’s text, she is the 
first to see the risen Lord and to announce his 
Resurrection to the apostles. Thus, she has been 
called “the apostle to the apostle.” However, in today’s 
passage, it is not the Resurrection she announces, it is 
the empty tomb. 
As we have seen in John’s Gospel account, Jesus’ 
disciples consistently misunderstand what he has said 
and done. Accordingly, Mary Magdalene concludes that 
Jesus’ body has been removed from his grave. After 
Peter and a disciple known only as the “disciple whom 
Jesus loved” hear her news, they run to the tomb. 
Although the beloved disciple arrives first, he waits 
for Peter to enter the tomb, evidence, perhaps of 
Peter’s leadership. Peter, like Mary Magdalene, “did 
not yet understand,” but the beloved disciple “saw and 
believed.” 
Who is this beloved disciple? Some scholars assert 
that it is John; others, that he is intended to be 
someone with whom readers can identify, seeing in him 
a personal call to be a “beloved disciple.” In John’s 
Gospel account, it is he who is the closest to Jesus, 
who leans on Jesus’ breast at the Last Supper, and 
stands with the mother of Jesus at the foot of the 
cross. While Peter did not grasp what had happened 
when he saw the empty tomb, he came to understand 
later when he experienced the risen Jesus eating and 
drinking with them. 
What about us? Have we come to understand? Do we 
live as if we understand? May our answer be a 
resounding “yes,” that we might truly know this day as 
the day the Lord has made and so be filled with joy 
and gladness. 

• What does it mean to say that our life is “hidden 
with Christ in God”? 

• What are some signs that a person has set his or 
her heart on “what is above”? 

• What are the qualities of a “beloved disciple”? 
 

With One Voice All Rejoice! 
We welcome each one of you to this great celebration 
of Easter! At Christmas we celebrated the absolutely 
amazing event of God becoming human and being born 
as a baby in a stable in first century Bethlehem! 
Now, having been blown away by the loving gift 
expressed on Calvary – that Jesus, the Son of God, 
out of love for us should submit to the brutal death of 
a common criminal – we come to Easter Day to 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus – and the new life 
which Jesus extends to all of us. At Easter the world 
takes on a different tinge of colour – as along with 
Jesus we participate in our own ‘resurrection’. Taken 
beyond the ordinary dimension of our lives, we allow 
our spiritual selves to be lifted up in joy! 
If you would like to join us here more frequently – as 
we pray for peace within ourselves and throughout the 
world – you will be most welcome. Please feel free to 
contact a member of our Parish Leadership & 
Development Team or Parish Team - Fr John Petrulis, 
Maria George, Christine Mitchell or Marianne Zienstra 
on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of 
the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians of 
our parish land, whose cultures and customs have 
nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream.  

 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Parish Information 

Peter & Anne Carpenter’s grandson Gus passed away 
this week. We ask you remember them, Gus’s parents 
Stephen and Leigh and his sister Harriet in your 
thoughts and prayers. It’s been a hard journey for 
them all and Peter and Anne have provided unwavering 
support and love to their family. May Gus rest in peace. 
 

Our Easter Vigil sees the culmination of our RCIA 
program and we warmly welcome & congratulate Nicky  
on her initiation into the Catholic Church. Congratulations 
also to her son Daniel who is receiving his First 
Eucharist. Thank you to Maria, Christine and the RCIA 
team for all their support. Additionally at 9am Mass this 
Sunday we have the privilege of welcoming four young 
people into the Catholic community. Charlotte, Conor, 
Tom & Georgia have been part of our RCIC (Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Children) program over the last 
several months. We thank them and their families for 
their commitment and warmly welcome them. We 
especially thank Christine Mitchell, our Catechetic 
Coordinator for all her work supporting the children. 
 

THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE HELPED – IN BIG 
AND SMALL WAYS – OVER THIS HOLY WEEK & 
ESPECIALLY THE EASTER TRIDUUM: to the music 
makers who contribute so willingly to our celebrations 
all year round; to our Liturgy team who have taken 
responsibility for all our Liturgies; to those who assist 
as cleaners, sacristans, ministers, welcomers, 
collectors, servers, hospitality ministers, presiders and 
support staff in the parish, and to any others unnamed 
but so much appreciated. Our parish is blessed to have 
so many willing and generous people who their time and 
talents for the benefit of us all. God bless you all. 
 

Project Compassion Boxes: Thank you for supporting 
Caritas’ Project Compassion again this year. If you 
haven’t already please return your boxes ASAP. 
 

One of our regular volunteers who sets up for Saturday 
night mass has had to take a break. We would welcome 
anyone who might be interested in helping out. It’s a 
simple process and you are rostered on for one night a 
month. Thank you for considering it? 

The Parish is seeking a few people to assist our 
parishioners who live in the Sacred Heart Mission 
Community Aged Care Hostels to get to mass/ 
receive communion. If you can help, please let Maria 
or Jane know. 

The Easter edition of Australian Catholics is available 
(free) at the back of church. It features ‘Levelling up: 
The game of life’ which looks at the seven sacraments 
in our Catholic faith and how each of them prepares us 
for different stages along our life’s journey.  
 

GIANT RAFFLE: The Central Deanery Refugee 
/Asylum Seeker Support Group is selling tickets in 
The Combined Catholic Parishes – there are still some 
tickets available, $2 each or $20 for a book of 10 
tickets. Could anyone with tickets please return them 
ASAP to Mary Monagle or Maryanne Culhane.  
 

The latest edition of Kairos is available ($2). It 
features the Archbishop Hart’s Easter Message. 
 

The Council of Christians and Jews (Vic) Inc. 
Introduction to Grass Roots Dialogue Project 
Since its establishment 30 years ago the Victorian 
Council of Christians and Jews has been at the 
forefront of interfaith dialogue in Melbourne.  The 
Grass Roots Dialogue Project is the latest program 
initiated by the CCJ to promote engagement between 
Christians and Jews.  The Project offers a “taster” of 
what dialogue is about to members of Christian and 
Jewish communities on their home turf.  It is sending 
trained presenters into churches and synagogues to 
share their personal stories, to describe how their 
faith tradition impacts their lives and has led them to 
become involved in this interfaith program.  Each 
presentation will involve both a Jew and a Christian.  It 
will include time for Q&A when members of the 
congregation can relate directly to their guests. This 
may be the first opportunity for many Christians and 
Jews in our communities to address someone from the 
other faith specifically about their religious tradition.  
We hope that the Project will contribute towards 
creating a spirit of respect between religions and 
awaken an interest in increasing interfaith engagement 
among the participants. 
Presenters from the Grass Roots Dialogue Project, 
Bracha Rafael (Jewish) and Nick Mattiske (Lutheran), 
will be speaking at Sacred Heart on 19 April at 11am 
 

Archbishop Denis Hart informed us this week that Pope 
Francis has awarded Alan Gruner the Cross Pro  
Ecclesia et Pontifice. “The medal Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice was instituted by Pope Leo XIII (17 July, 1888, 
"Quod Singulari") in memory of his golden sacerdotal 
jubilee, & bestowed on those women and men who had 
merited well by aiding and promoting, and by other 
excellent ways and means assisted in making the jubilee 
and the Vatican Exposition successful. This decoration 
was made a permanent distinction only in October, 1898. 
Its object is to reward those who in a general way 
deserve well of the pope on account of services done for 
the Church and its head.” We warmly congratulate Alan 
for this richly deserved acknowledgement of his tireless 
work for and on behalf of Sacred Heart Mission and our 
Parish. We also thank Mark Dohrmann, Fr John and the 
Archbishop for their work in putting Alan forward for 
this award. Alan will receive his medal and parchment on 
Sunday 26 April at 11am Mass at Sacred Heart. 
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Copies of a speech that Tim Winton made at the Palm 
Sunday Walk for Refugees Rally in Perth are available at 
the back of church. Well worth the read! 

Sacred Heart Mission 
Cathy Humphries, the CEO of Sacred Heart Mission will 
be speaking at all masses next weekend Sat 11 / Sun 12 
April.  Last year the Mission outlined their 2014-2024 
Strategic Plan. We know the future is challenging, but we 
will rise to the challenge and be proactive and 
evolutionary, in order to support people to make lasting 
changes in their lives. There are nine key platforms: 

• Actively engage, welcome everyone to our table 
• Strengthen our future, develop our services 
• Develop our people, strengthen our culture 
• Build the evidence, strengthen our practice 
• Engage community, build collaboration 
• Share our story, inspire support 
• Improve our places, grow our spaces 
• Secure our future, strengthen our bottom line 
• Develop the systems, extract the story 
 

Date for your diary: Community Market supported by 
SHM to be held in the grounds of St Columba Primary 
School Sunday 26 April 9am-1pm 
 

Wider Community 
The Missionary Sister of St Peter Claver will hold their 
Annual Mission Concert starring Mike Brady on Sunday 
19 April, 2pm at St Peter Claver Hall, 154 Cotham 
Road, Kew. Admission is free – a collection will be taken 
during the concert with proceeds to assist the missions. 
 

Melbourne Bach Choir presents Easter Oratorio. 
Sunday 19 April 2.30pm at All Saints Anglican Church, 
2 Chapel St, East St Kilda. Performance to benefit the 
Cancer Centre of St Vincent’s Hospital. Tickets 
$60/$50/$30. Eden may be able to get cheaper tickets 
so if you’re interested call her on 9534 7440. 
 

Friends of St Kilda Community Housing inaugural 
fundraising Community Dinner. 7pm Friday 1 May, St 
Kilda Town Hall. More information at 
www.stkch.org.au/friends RSVP by 20 April 9534 1809 
or friends@stkch.org.au SCH houses 337 people in 20 
rooming houses across St Kilda. We celebrated our 
thirtieth anniversary recently. Our organisation came 
about because many local people were concerned about 
the rapid gentrification of St Kilda in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. Over time we have grown to become 
one of the largest rooming house providers in Victoria. 

 
 

Royal Commission 
During the week, the Truth, Justice & Healing 
Commission provided it’s submission to the Royal 
Commission on redress for survivors of child sexual 
abuse. Below are excerpts from Francis Sullivan’s (CEO 
of TJHC) statement from 26 March.  
“Providing redress to survivors of child sexual abuse no 
matter where or when it occurred, no matter who was 
responsible, no matter the nature of the abuse, is a 
crucial social issue we as a nation need to settle during 
the course of this Royal Commission. 
Bearing witness to the tragedy of institutional child 
sexual abuse requires both recognition of the history, 
and practical steps by institutions and governments to 
take responsibility for their failure to protect children 
and bring perpetrators to justice.... 
In brief our proposal, largely supporting what is set out 
in the Royal Commission’s Consultation Paper, calls for:  
• a single national redress scheme led by the Australian 
Government and with the participation of state and 
territory governments and non-government institutions; 
• direct financial redress capped at around $150,000;  
• financial redress that takes account of the severity 
of the abuse and the impact of the abuse;  
• additional funding for counselling and psychological 
care;  
• for those survivors who wish it, a meaningful and 
genuine apology delivered as a direct personal response 
from the relevant church leader;  
• an application process for accessing the scheme that 
is as clear and simple as possible, and  
• claims determined on the balance of probabilities. 
...In addition to these changes, the Council supports the 
Royal Commission’s proposal for the introduction of a 
statutory duty to make institutions liable for child 
sexual abuse unless the institution can prove it took 
reasonable precautions to prevent the abuse.” 
Please contact Fr John or Maria if you would like to talk 
about or seek support on this issue. Please also let us 
know any suggestions for how as a parish we can 
support one another. The Royal Commission website and 
the Archdiocesan website also have information on a 
range of support services available 
http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/support-
services?state=vic or 
http://www.tjhcouncil.org.au/support/support-for-
victims-and-survivors.aspx 

                                             Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Thurs 9 April – SKEGS mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v Thurs 9 April – Liturgy team mtg, 7.30pm Parish House 
v Sat 11 / Sun 12 April – Cathy Humphrey’s, CEO SHM 

speaking at all masses 

v Mon 13 April – Baptism preparation, 7.30pm Parish 
House 

v Tues 14 April – PLDT mtg, 7.15pm Parish House 
v Wed 15 April – StVdP mtg, 7.30pm Parish House 
v Thurs 16 April – Visitors team mtg, 2pm Parish House 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
  NO MASS Resumes Tuesday 14 April 
  at Avonsleigh Community, 41-43 Robe St, St Kilda 
WEDNESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY    11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart 
   FRIDAY      9.00am MASS at St Columba 
                               

    

11 / 12 April – 2nd Sunday of Easter       

SATURDAY   6.00pm   MASS  
       

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
             11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
 

COLLECTIONS Last weekend 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     558.50 
Loose cash $     308.50 
Total  $     867.00 
Total after 13 weeks $  12645.60 
 Average $     972.74 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     796.55 
Total after 13 weeks $   9162.35 
Average $     704.80 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day to day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish 
office. Our second collection is the Presbytery 
Collection which supports our parish priest.  Each 
quarter 25% is paid to the Priests Retirement 
Foundation. 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Gus Carpenter, Vinicio Teseo 29.3 (Giuseppina’s brother in 
Italy) William Hough 31.3 (Ireland) 

1st anniversaries; Nic Borgia, Fr Maurice ‘Lou’ Heriot, Ben & Shannon McAuliffe’s twin baby girls, Fr Desmond Byrne, 
Doreen Jewell, Helen Haddad, Neville Gittany and those whose anniversaries are at this time; Sally Marks 29.4, 

Marie Fisher 28.4, Merve Beard, Mavis Wylie 6.4, David Nightingale, Micheal Laraghy,  
Jurek Bebejewski, Tony Fonti 24.4.09, Graeme Geebung, Stephanie Skukan, Bert Briglia, Luke Domsek;  

John Philips 9.4.11, Jimmy Dalton 7.4.10, David O’Donoghue 2010, Nunziata Panettieri, Geoffrey Cooper 19.4.95,  
John Joseph Doolan 18.4.00, Honor Josephine Courtney 16.4.75, Kevin Donal Courtney 19.4.74, Michele Pescatore, 

Maria Duca, Anthony Haddad, John Haddad 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for; Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran, Mairead 
Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, Brian 

Stackpole, Jeanne Swan, Lesley Griffiths, Sr Margaret, Robin Blaine, Helen Smith, Marlene Foster,  
Tony Patane, Cynthia Pyster, Jackie Pyster, Leanne Wright, Lola Barnes, Albert Sasson 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD    
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10: 34, 37-43  
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 3: 1-4 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
   CHRIST HAS BECOME OUR PASCHAL SACRIFICE; 
 LET US FEAST WITH JOY IN THE LORD. 

ALLELUIA! 
GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 20: 1-9 
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 11 / 12 April  2nd Sunday of Easter 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: SUE GAYLARD, MICHAEL MURRAY, VOLUNTEER NEEDED  
  C: LIZ OR BERNARD REGAN  
   L: PATRICK COMARMOND 
         SET UP: VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
 9.00AM  M: BERNADETTE CHEET, FRANCES PITITTO, MARY MONAGLE 
  C: THERESA ELLIS 
   L: MARIA BALLANTYNE 
KIDS CHURCH: TBC 

Altar and Cleaning April: Theresa Ellis & Sjaak Berg 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: JIM FINLAYSON, MAGGIE MCEWAN, MAUREEN 

STEWART 
   C: KATHLEEN UPFOLD 
    L: HELEN FRERIS 
         SET UP: MAUREEN STEWART  
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: MAUREEN GRIFFITHS 

          


