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Gospel Reflection John 6: 1-15 
 
In today’s Second Reading, the Ephesians are urged 
to “live in a manner worthy of the call you have 
received.” If we were to live in a manner worthy of 
the call we have received, how would we live? 
According to Ephesians, we could live with “humility, 
and gentleness, with patience ... striving to preserve 
the unit of the spirit through the bond of peace.” 
The author of Ephesians is very concerned about 
Church unity. He does not want divisions between 
Jews and Gentiles, or between factions of any other 
sort. We have “one Lord, one faith, on baptism; one 
God and Father of all.” The body of Christ, the 
Church, is to be united as one. 
Our readings from the Gospel according to John and 
from 2 Kings tell us that we would also be responsive 
to the needs of others, not thinking that we do not 
have enough to share, but relying on God’s provident 
care. Elisha’s servant does not want to put the little 
he has before such a great crowd: “How can I set 
this before a hundred people?” he asks. Jesus’ 
disciple, Philip, does not think it is possible to 
respond to the needs of the crowd: “Two hundred 
days’ wages worth of food would not be enough for 
each of them to have a little,” he says. Yet in each 
case, when people give lovingly of what they have, 
relying on God to make up what is lacking, there is 
not only enough, but some left over. 
If we live a life worthy of the call we have received, 
we will live in unity and in hope. There will be one, 
visible body of Christ. In addition, we will believe not 
only that God will feed us, but that God will enable 
us to feed others. 
 
 
 
 

 
• According to Ephesians, what are all the bonds 

of unity that make the Church one? 
• How can you “feed the hungry” in your family? In 

your community? What hungers need attention? 
• What unique gifts has God given you to share 

with the community? 
 

 
We warmly welcome the children from 3/4M  
and their families to 6pm Mass. Thank you to 
them, Miss Munoz and Miss Adelia for their 

preparation and involvement. 

 
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
 

 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears 
of the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians 
of our parish land, whose cultures and customs 
have nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land 
since men and women awoke from the great 
dream. We honour the presence of these 
ancestors who reside in the imagination of this 
land and whose irrepressible spirituality flow 
through all creation. 

 

 
Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 

 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
 

Coming up at Mass: 
• Sat 8 August -  5/6 Level Mass, 6pm St Columba  

Parish Information 
Our very hard working Maria is taking much deserved 
holidays from 17 July until the end of August. We wish 
her and Denis safe, peaceful travels. Please contact Jane 
at the office if any queries or problems during this time. 
Understanding Grief & Loss and what we can to 
do support those experiencing it. 
The program continues THIS Tuesday 28 July at 
the Parish House and then on 4 August, 11 
August, 18 August and a final session on 22 
September. All sessions 10am-3.30pm at the parish 
house or parish centre. The sessions are facilitated 
by Sr Nicole Rotaru rsm, an experienced grief 
counsellor, educator and author. Those who 
confirmed their participation will have received their 
manual. Please contact Jane if any problems. 

Small Christian Community: A small group of 
parishioners regularly meets to share and reflect on the 
meaning of the Gospel in their lives and the life of the 
Parish and wider community.  Meetings are held at 
7:30pm on the last Monday of each month at the Parish 
House, 2 Normandy Road Elwood. The next meeting is 
THIS Monday 27 July.  Anyone is welcome to come 
along to a gathering, and can contact Helen Freris on 
0409701076 if you would like to join us.    

This year's Parish Retreat will be on the weekend 
of 13-14 November. It will be facilitated by Fr 
John and held in the Parish Centre, in St Columba's 
Primary School, Elwood. Hopefully the weather will 
be nice enough for us to spend some time sharing a 
meal and a chat in the pergola. If you'd like to be 
part of a small planning group for the weekend 
please contact Jane Sims on 0409356119. 
Expressions of interest in attending the Retreat to 
Jane Hearnes. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Visiting and/or taking communion to the sick and 
housebound. Would you like to join this small but vital 
team of people who visit parishioners in their home, 
taking them communion from our parish family. We are in 
need of some more volunteers - you can visit when it suits 
you and the person you are visiting - week days, or 
weekends; morning or afternoon; weekly, fortnightly or 
monthly. If you can spare an hour or so every now and 
then, are a compassionate listener and carer - this is for 
you. Please contact Sr. Trish, Maria or any of the Parish 
Team if you'd like more information about this way of 
helping. ALSO - if you know of a relative, friend or 
neighbour who may be sick or housebound, and who would 
like a visit and/ or communion, please also contact Maria, 
any of the Parish Team or Sr. Trish. Many thanks 
 

Conversation dinners around a theme The aim of these 
conversation dinners is to invite us to draw on our lived 
experiences and share with each other as we reflect on a 
specific theme.  Following on the success of our first two 
conversation dinners, anyone wanting to attend the next 
one on Friday 28 August at 7pm, on the topic, "What is 
it like to live alone today?" can telephone Cynthia 
0421289380 or Jane  at the office to secure a place.  

Sacred Heart Mission 
There are many different opportunities for volunteers 
with Sacred Heart Mission.  Develop your skills, share 
your knowledge and have fun whilst helping others! 
 Our Op shops provide great volunteering opportunities 
to utilise or develop customer service and retail skills 
whilst helping to provide much needed financial 
assistance to our programs.   
Our meals program is open all year round and provides 
much needed support to disadvantaged members of our 
community.  
Aged care hostels/rooming house Through our community 
visitor and activities schemes volunteers can become a 
companion to our residents whilst visiting, assisting with 
activities or attending the weekly residents BBQ. 
The Wellbeing and Activities program offers voluntary 
work to those who are passionate about sports, yoga, the 
arts and general wellbeing.   
Sacred Heart Mission welcomes the assistance of 
volunteer professional practitioners who provide a range 
of health and complementary services through our Hands 
on Health Clinic. 
Reception/administration/events/fundraising Throughout 
the year we require the support of volunteers in areas 
such as Fundraising, Business Services, Aged Care to 
name a few. To find out more call 9536 8460 or 9536 
8471 or email volunteer@sacredheartmission.org 

St Columba Primary School 
Congratulations to the children who competed in the 
Division Football Championships last Tuesday and thank 
you to everyone who supported them.  

Wider Community 
“Lifeboat Geelong” is a small group of people who are 
currently meeting regularly to devise practical means of 
giving pastoral and practical support to established 
victims of Church-related sexual abuse. Members include 
people with relevant skills as well as others who bring 
understanding, good-will, common sense and a wish to 
help. The key element to this is not just the assistance 
provided. What means most is the respect, care and 
compassion being given and received. Fr Kevin Dillon has 
written to John asking our Parish to consider supporting 
Lifeboat. The PLDT will discuss options to maximise this 
opportunity and will provide further information. 
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You are invited to join us for a pastoral enrichment 
session with Dr Donna Orsuto on “Leadership in Tough 
Times”. Tuesday 11 August 10am to 2.30pm. 
St Joseph’s Parish Centre, 274 Rouse St, Port Melbourne 
The cost of the session is $25 which includes morning 
tea on arrival and lunch. 
 What is this session about? Leadership in Tough 
Times will explore St Teresa of Avila’s leadership style  
and how she dealt with the multiple obstacles and 
challenges in her reform efforts. Using the example of 
Teresa, Dr Donna Orsuto offers some practical wisdom 
on leadership and how to remain faithful in “tough” times. 
 Who is this session for? This session is especially for 
those involved in lay ministry – to explore the challenges 
of leadership in ministry during tough times through 
input from Dr Donna Orsuto, group discussions and 
personal reflection. Registration is essential by Tuesday 
4 August 2015 – call Johanna Carroll on 9926 5765 or 
ministry@cam.org.au See the flyer for more details. 
 

Retreat Weekend. On the Threshold: Stepping into 
the Sacred In Rev 3:20, God stands and knocks at 
the door of our heart. Using the image of doors we will 
explore how we might open the door of our heart to 
deeper relationship. Friday August 14th, 8.00pm to 
Sunday August 16th, 3.00pm. Pallotti College, Millgrove 
Cost:  $180 – includes 3 meals Saturday and 2 meals 
Sunday and accommodation in a private room with shared 
bathroom. For bookings and information contact Lorraine 
on 0402 217123 or lorraine613@bigpond.com 

Royal Commission  
Research report into sentencing for child sexual abuse 
in institutional contexts released 17 July, 2015 
The Royal Commission has released a report that 
examines sentencing law and practice in Australia as it 
relates to institutional child sexual abuse. The report was 
prepared by Emeritus Professor Arie Freiberg from 
Monash University, Hugh Donnelly from the Judicial 
Commission of New South Wales and Dr Karen Gelb, a 
consultant criminologist. Royal Commission CEO Philip 
Reed said the report served to highlight the sentencing 
approaches that have been adopted in jurisdictions 
across Australia and overseas. Mr Reed said that in 
addition to sentencing law and practice the report also 
looked at organisations themselves in the context of 
institutional child sexual abuse. “The study also  

 
 
considered the nature of organisational responsibility for 
institutional child sexual abuse and criminal offences 
that could be introduced to target institutional failures.” 
“This report is the first major research report published 
as part of the Royal Commission’s work on criminal 
justice. This report provides a valuable contribution to 
our ongoing policy work in this area,” Mr Reed said. 
“The report cautions that its intention is not to endorse 
a particular sentencing response but rather to highlight 
the approaches adopted across Australian and overseas 
jurisdictions,” Mr Reed said. You can read the report at 
http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au 
Key findings include: 

• Offenders who are convicted of offences relating 
to the care, supervision or authority of a victim 
often attract statutory aggravating factors such as 
breach of trust or abuse of authority and are more 
likely to receive longer sentences involving full-time 
custody. 

• Long delays between committing an offence and the 
prosecution, conviction and sentencing of an 
offender are common in cases of institutional child 
sexual abuse. The report finds that referring to 
sentencing principles and practices as they existed 
when the offence was committed is contentious and 
there is uncertainty around the practicality of this 
approach. The report notes that sentencing 
guidelines in the United Kingdom take a different 
approach and provide a useful opportunity for 
comparison. 

• The report considers a number of possible new 
offences relating to organisational criminal liability 
for institutional child sexual abuse, including 
offences of being negligently responsible for the 
commission of an offence, of failure to protect, of 
concealing crimes and of institutional child sexual 
abuse itself. The report argues that the 
individualistic orientation of criminal trials and 
sentencing fails to recognise organisational and 
institutional culpability. 

Please contact Fr John or Maria if you would like to talk 
about or seek support on this issue. Please also let us 
know any suggestions for how as a parish we can 
support one another. The Royal Commission website and 
the Archdiocesan website also have information on a 
range of support services available. 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Sat 25 July – 3/4M Class Mass, 6pm St Columba 
v Sun 26 July – Baptisms, 12.30pm St Columba 
v Mon 27 July – 3/4CS Class Mass, 9.15am upstairs at 

school 
v Mon 27 July – Small Christian Community, 7.30pm Parish 

House 
v Tues 28 July – Grief & Loss training program, 10am-

3.30pm Parish Centre 

v Tues 28 July – SHM Board mtg 
v Sat 1 Aug – PFA Social Night 
v Mon 3 Aug – Eucharist Parent Night, 7pm upstairs at 

school 
v Tues 4 Aug – Education Board mtg 
v Thurs 6 Aug – PLDT mtg, 7.15pm Parish House 
v Sat 8 Aug – 5/6 Level mass, 6pm St Columba 
v Mon 10 Aug – Baptism preparation, 7.30pm Parish 

House 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY      9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
  2.00pm  MASS All Welcome 
  at Sacred Heart Community, Grey St, St Kilda 
WEDNESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY    11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
   FRIDAY       9.00am MASS at St Columba Church 
                               

    

1 / 2 August   18th Sunday of the Year       

SATURDAY   6.00pm   MASS at St Columba Church 
      

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
            11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
 

COLLECTIONS: Last weekend 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $    1201.50 
Loose cash $      144.95 
Total  $     1346.45 
Total after 29 weeks $  29240.95 
 Average $     1008.31 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      575.05 
Total after 29 weeks $   20379.95 
Average $       702.76 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day-to-day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish office.  
Our second collection is the Presbytery Collection 
which supports our parish priest.  Each quarter 
25% is paid to the Priests Retirement Foundation. 
 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Brian Monahan (nephew of Bernadette Palmer) 
1st anniversaries; Jadwiga Krystyna Straszynski 21.7, Kathleen Rosentreter, Tina Claydon 

and those whose anniversaries are at this time; Maria Bonacci 12.7, Donald Anderson 4.7, Esme Wilson 12.7,  
Chris Goycoolea, Jim Feeney, John Hill, Keith Rigney, Mrs Botha, Leila Bentley, Louis Myers 2.7, Wijayasinghe, 
James Bowen, Rino Della Bosco Donald Hardy 2.7.11, Melba Membrino 28.7.11, Lenora Bendzuis, Pat Fitzgerald, 

Frank DeCicco, Justin Politis, Pamela Semmell, Kate Frawley Mary Ratel 10.7.10, Kelvin Baker 30.7.10, Della Kelly 
3.7.04, Julie Henke 25.7.04, Isobell Findlay 15.7.08, Libera Scotto 21.7.00, James O’Connor 17.7.43, John 

Thompson, Tracey Ennis 25.7.08, Kornel Vladislav 20.7.08, Vincent Benoit 22.7.08, Tedor Semczyszgn 14.7.89, 
Mary Siciliano 14.7, Philip Nolan 16.7.74, Debly Amad & Vicki Amad, Lidia Teseo, Vittorio Di Nuzio,  

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for; Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran,  
Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, 

Brian Stackpole, Jeanne Swan, Lesley Griffiths, Sr Margaret, Robin Blaine, Marlene Foster, Tony Patane,  
Jackie Pyster, Leanne Wright, Lola Barns, Albert Sasson, Margaret Campbell, Barbara Kenny, Tony Palmer,  

River Stewart (18 months old), (Leslie) Anthony Jones, Trevor Fletcher, Pat Herkess 
If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 

  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD    
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the second book of Kings 4: 42-44 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 

      SECOND READING:  A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 4: 1-6 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
   A GREAT PROPHET HAS APPEARED AMONG US; 
 GOD HAS VISITED HIS PEOPLE. 
 ALLELUIA! 

  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 6: 1-15 
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 1 / 2 August  18th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: BERNADETTE CASSAR, JOHN DOYLE, ANNE CARPENTER 
   C: NEIL ROBBINS 
   L: JOHN SHEELY 
         SET UP: GREG & MARYANNE PULLEN 
 9.00AM  M: SUJATHA DE ZILVA, PETER BOWES, SJAAK BERG 
  C: HELEN RICHARDS 
   L: LEONARD DE ZILVA 

 
Altar and Cleaning August: Theresa Ellis & Sjaak Berg 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: ELIZABETH MARTINOV, STEPHEN STROMMER, 

RACHEL BARKER 
   C: CYNTHIA JOSEPH  
    L: JANE SIMS 
         SET UP: LIZ MARTINOV / RACHEL BARKER 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: CHRIS MURPHY 

          


