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Reflection on Gospel: John 10: 11-18  
 
“The stone rejected by the builders has become the 
cornerstone.” The refrain for today’s Responsorial 
Psalm is a verse much loved by the early Christian 
authors, and it is cited several times in their writing. 
Today’s First Reading from Acts is a case in point. 
In the context of Psalm 118, a prayer of thanksgiving, 
the psalmist proclaims the goodness of God who has 
delivered him from life-threatening enemies. Perhaps 
the author himself was the rejected one. In the 
context of Peter’s speech in Acts 4, occasioned by the 
miraculous healing of a lame man recounted in the 
preceding chapter, the “rejected stone” is Jesus, 
rejected by the leaders of the Jews, but now, raised 
in glory. Not only does the power of the name of 
Jesus Christ heal a person from mortal afflictions, 
but is also offers eternal salvation for the whole 
human race. 
The Greek translated as “cornerstone” evokes an 
engraved stone at the corner of a building, but 
actually it refers to the central stone of an arch, the 
one that supports the structure and holds it together. 
Another image for the one “who holds it all together” 
occurs in today’s Gospel, where Jesus announces that 
he is the Good Shepherd. The early Jewish-Christians, 
well-rounded in their Hebrew scriptures, would have 
recognized the background of the shepherd imagery 
immediately. Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel use it with 
reference to Israel’s kings. They are judged by how 
they care for the people, named as God’s own flock. 
Thus today’s Gospel suggests that the Good Shepherd 
is the Messiah. Notice the reference to “one flock.” 
What might Jesus mean by that? 
If our Good Shepherd knows us and is always calling 
us, we must strive to listen so that we can remain safe 
in his sheepfold. 
 

 
 

• How does Jesus “hold it all together,” according to 
today’s Gospel? 

• What is our destiny as Christians, according to 
today’s Second Reading? 

• Have you any personal experience of deliverance 
for which Psalm 118 could be an appropriate 
prayer? 
 

ANZAC DAY LITURGY 
The Ode 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
 

Ataturk (Mustafa Kemal) 
Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their 
lives … You are now living in the soil of a friendly 
country. Therefore rest in peace. There is no 
difference between the Johnnies and the Mehmets 
to us where they lie side by side here in this country 
of ours. You, the mothers who sent their sons from 
faraway countries, wipe away your tears; your sons 
are now lying in our bosom and are in peace. After 
having lost their lives on this land they have become 
our sons as well. 

 
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
 

Welcome to Anna baptised this weekend at  
St Columba’s. We pray blessings for her as she 

grows in faith and the love of her family. 
Congratulations to Ray Sutcliffe who celebrates 
his 60th birthday this week. Wishing you blessings 

of health and happiness Ray. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Parish Information 

‘Turning the Anzac Myth to society’s good.’ A Eureka 
Street article by Andrew Hamilton, 22 April 2015. 
Andrew is consulting editor of Eureka Street 
It is right to make Anzac Day a special day of the year. 
It allows us to recognise the pathos of young life cut 
short, the courage of soldiers in facing danger, the 
links between family members and war. It also prompts 
reflection on Australian values. But it is a pity that 
Anzac Day has become almost the one day of the year. 
Quite apart from its commercialisation, it provides a 
thin picture of military life at its best, and an even 
thinner picture of Australian virtues at their best. 
Cursing the darkness is easy. Is there any way in which 
military service, an experience of a significant number 
of Australians, can be woven into a richer story that 
reflects the depth, variety and generosity of 
Australians at their best? Pondering this question, I 
found illumination in an unlikely place: a book about the 
beginnings and the naming of a northern Melbourne 
suburb. The story begins with soldiers returning to 
Australia after the Second World War. They had 
nowhere to live. And they could not build homes. 
Building materials were scarce, permits were given 
mainly to dilatory large firms, and the demand was very 
strong. So a few former members of the Pay Corps, who 
worked in the most demanding circumstances in 
Australia and overseas to ensure that soldiers were 
supplied and paid, formed an ambitious plan to build and 
distribute houses on land north of Melbourne. Their 
cooperative was to be open to everyone, regardless of 
religion or race, and to provide cheap houses for the 
members. The founders of the cooperative had learned 
how to organise and plan large ventures. They also 
returned from war determined to make Australia a 
better place free from the class divide and unfairness 
of the Depression. When publicising the cooperative 
they evoked the Anzac myth, but in a way that 
deepened it and turned it to the good of society: 
‘Initiative and mateship are the traditional 
characteristics of Australian troops... They are 
important in this transition period of re-establishment 
and reconstruction.’ The spirit of Gallipoli was not 
simply an occasion for self-admiration but was to be put 
to use. The Lalor Cooperative had deep roots in 
European and Australian history. It was influenced by 
the Garden City movement, with its vision of small 
centres close to nature where people could live and 
work. The reformist ideas of Ebenezer Howard, the 
inspiration behind the Garden City, had in turn been 
influenced by the ideas of Robert Owen and the 
Chartists. The Cooperative was influenced more deeply 
by the cooperative ventures in England associated with 
Rochdale, which also developed in response to the 

impoverishment and servitude that accompanied the 
Industrial Revolution in England. Frank Purcell, who with 
Alf Greenwood, was the heart of the Cooperative, drew 
many of his ideas about Cooperative societies from 
early Catholic Social Teaching with its opposition both 
to Liberal Capitalism and Communism. It emphasised the 
right to private property in a communitarian society, 
marked by cooperative small groups, as a 
counterbalance to the power of the state and of big 
business. The Lalor Cooperative and the suburb were 
eventually named after Peter Lalor. The evocation of 
Lalor identified the venture with the Eureka Rebellion, 
of which he was the leader, and saw located it in the 
struggle against injustice and oppression. It was an 
attempt to make a better world. The Cooperative left 
its mark on the suburb. The planning of the streets, 
named after Victoria Cross winners, and the 
connections to the community remained. But by its own 
lofty goals the Cooperative failed. It had to cope with 
badly drained land, lack of cooperation from Council and 
government in both of which land holders held sway, 
differences of vision and personality among its officials 
and lack of capital. The connections and qualities of the 
Lalor Cooperative form a deeper and richer image of 
military endeavour and of Australian identity than does 
the popular image of Anzac Day. The Lalor venture 
embodies military virtues, once deployed in destruction 
but now put to use for construction. It embodies a 
passion for a just society the priority of cooperation 
over competition, the prizing of community, and the 
bonding together of the little people so often crushed 
by government and its priorities. It also represents the 
value of brave failure. Like other evocations of the 
Anzac landing and of Australian identity, these qualities 
are mythical. When we celebrate them they are 
unencumbered by the human contrariness. 
 

Don’t forget to come along to the SHM Homecare 
Community Market THIS Sunday 26 April at St 
Columba Primary School, 9am-1pm. 
 

OUR VINNIES GROUP NEEDS MORE PEOPLE 
People in crisis ring Vinnies for much needed help and 
our local Conference members go out in pairs to visit 
people in their Elwood / St Kilda West homes.  As you 
know, the demand for help in our area is particularly 
high.  People who call Vinnies seek assistance with food, 
clothing, furniture, utility bills & educational expenses. 
Currently, our conference doesn’t have enough members 
to cover the demand.  If you feel you are in a position 
to offer ‘a hand up’ to people in need we would love to 
hear from you.  Training and support is provided. Your 
commitment of 2-3 hours/month can make a real 
difference. Please call Kerrie Haines (0417 310 826), 
Roger Vail (0425 861 365), Alecia Rathbone (0425 734 
393) or Dominic Tesoriero (0407 316 048). 
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Copies of recent articles by Julian Burnside “The 
Drowning excuse” and “Why stay?” by Phyllis Zagano are 
available at the back of church. Well worth a read. 
 

We have been lucky to obtain two beautiful pamper 
packs of Arbonne Aromaessential products. They would 
be perfect gifts for any mother so we are going to use 
them as prizes for a Mothers Day fundraising raffle. 
Tickets are available after masses from this weekend - 
$1 per ticket. Thanks to anyone who can help out at St 
Col and thank you to Liz Martinov for helping at SH. 
 

An Invitation to all Parishioners from the Parish 
Leadership and Development Team (PLDT) 
We are all part of a parish community that worships 
together. We also work together to support fellow 
parishioners and the broader community, by praying and 
contributing to the range of activities that help our 
parish function liturgically and pastorally. We are 
seeking people who might like to join the PLDT. Below 
are some guidelines for your information.  If you have 
any queries, please contact Maria or Fr John. 
GUIDELINES FOR NEW MEMBERS 
We need persons who as leaders: 
1. Walk together with our Parish community, in a   

spirit of compassion, justice and hope. 
2. Offer hospitality to all, reach out in justice and 

can build a vibrant community. 
3. Are connected with our Parish and want to be 

connected with its people 
4. Have a vision for the Parish and wish to pursue this 

with passion and purpose. 
5. Can work in harmony with others to achieve a 

mutually satisfying outcome for our Parish  
6. Are committed to build trust and to speak to 

people's hearts, to their faith. 
7. Can share their talents to work for the common 

good of all in the Parish. 
8. Are prepared to dedicate some time to serve the 

Parish community. 
 

Small Christian Community: A small group of 
parishioners regularly meets to share and reflect on 
the meaning of the Gospel in their lives and the life of 
the Parish and wider community.  The next meeting is 
THIS Monday 27 April at 7:30pm at the Parish 
House, 2 Normandy Road Elwood.  Anyone is welcome to 
come along to a gathering, and can contact Helen Freris 
on 0409701076, or Maria George on 95316120.    

 

 
Fr John recently met a mother and daughter who have 
moved here from China so the daughter can go to 
Elwood Secondary College. They are looking for a flat to 
rent in Elwood or St. Kilda.  If you can help out in any 
way please contact John or Maria. 

 

Mothers' Day Looking for photos of the mum in your 
life, preferably doing what she would be doing during 
the day or evening - e.g.: working. picking up kids, 
shopping, walking, helping out, listening, caring......  to be 
used in our powerpoint reflection at all masses on the 
Mothers Day weekend. Please email to Jane or Maria 
mgeorge@eskwparish.org or jhearnes@eskwparish.org  

Sacred Heart Mission 
Sacred Heart Mission has a new website 
Sacred Heart Mission is proud to announce that it has a 
new website. This new site is the digital door to the 
Mission. It has been designed to create a welcoming 
online space where visitors can learn more about the 
Mission’s services, and the impact the organisation has 
in our community. It also gives visitors an opportunity 
to take the first steps towards getting to know The 
Mission even better, whether through attending its 
events, visiting the op shops, volunteering, learning 
more about homelessness and disadvantage, or 
contributing in other ways. Please take a few minutes to 
have a look at sacredheartmission.org. 

Wider Community 
Friends of St Kilda Community Housing inaugural 
fundraising Community Dinner. 7pm Friday 1 May, St 
Kilda Town Hall. More info at www.stkch.org.au/friends 
RSVP by 20 April 9534 1809 SCH houses 337 people in 
20 rooming houses across St Kilda. We celebrated our 
thirtieth anniversary recently. Our organisation came  
about because many local people were concerned about 
the rapid gentrification of St Kilda in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. Over time we have grown to become 
one of the largest rooming house providers in Victoria. 
 

Kiwanis Brighton Need Your Used Spectacles. They 
are the gift of sight for someone in a developing 
country. A pair of specs can be the difference between 
a child going to school or missing out on an education. 
Children’s and adults’ glasses (in good condition only) of 
all shapes and sizes are needed – we can’t accept cases 
or containers. Please place your used glasses in the 
collection box. Thank you! 
 
 

                                             Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Sat 25 / Sun 26 April – Reconciliation Commitment 
Masses 

v Sun 26 April – Awarding of Papal Honour to Alan Gruner, 
11am Mass Sacred Heart 

v Sun 26 April – Baptisms, 12.30pm St Columba 
 

v Mon 27 April – Finance committee mtg, 7.30pm 
Parish House 

v Mon 27 April – Small Christian Community, 7.30pm 
Parish House 

v Tues 28 April – SHM Board mtg 
v Weekends in May – Parish Mass Count 
v Sat 2 / Sun 3 May – Reconciliation Commitment 

Masses 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
  2.00pm  MASS All Welcome 
  at Avonsleigh Community, 41-43 Robe St, St Kilda 
WEDNESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY    11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart 
   FRIDAY      9.00am MASS at St Columba 
                               

    

2 / 3 May – 5th Sunday of Easter       

SATURDAY   6.00pm   MASS at St Columba Church 
         

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
             11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
 

COLLECTIONS Last weekend 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     803.50 
Loose cash $     330.35 
Total  $    1133.85 
Total after 16 weeks $  16165.95 
 Average $     1010.37 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      886.00 
Total after 16 weeks $   11750.40 
Average $      734.40 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day to day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish 
office. Our second collection is the Presbytery 
Collection which supports our parish priest.  Each 
quarter 25% is paid to the Priests Retirement 
Foundation. 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Siobhan Green (young women from East Bentleigh Parish family) 
1st anniversaries; Nic Borgia, Fr Maurice ‘Lou’ Heriot, Ben & Shannon McAuliffe’s twin baby girls, Fr Desmond Byrne, 
Doreen Jewell, Helen Haddad, Neville Gittany, 2nd anniversary Sally Marks 29.4.13 and those whose anniversaries are 

at this time;, Marie Fisher 28.4, Merve Beard, Mavis Wylie 6.4, David Nightingale, Michael Laraghy,  
Jurek Bebejewski, Tony Fonti 24.4.09, Graeme Geebung, Stephanie Skukan, Bert Briglia, Luke Domsek;  

John Philips 9.4.11, Jimmy Dalton 7.4.10, David O’Donoghue 2010, Nunziata Panettieri, Geoffrey Cooper 19.4.95,  
John Joseph Doolan 18.4.00, Honor Josephine Courtney 16.4.75, Kevin Donal Courtney 19.4.74, Michele Pescatore, 

Maria Duca, Anthony Haddad, John Haddad 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for; Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran,  
Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, 

Brian Stackpole, Jeanne Swan, Lesley Griffiths, Sr Margaret, Robin Blaine, Marlene Foster,  
Tony Patane, Cynthia Pyster, Jackie Pyster, Leanne Wright, Lola Barnes, Albert Sasson 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD    
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 4: 8-12 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone. 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the first letter of St John 3: 1-2 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
   I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD, SAYS THE LORD; 
 I KNOW MY SHEEP, AND MINE KNOW ME. 
 ALLELUIA! 
GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 10: 11-18  
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 2 / 3 May  5th Sunday of Easter 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: BERNADETTE CASSAR, JOHN DOYLE, VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
  C: NEIL ROBBINS  
   L: JOAN DAVIES 
         SET UP: LEGION OF MARY 
 9.00AM  M: SUJATHA DE ZILVA, PETER BOWES, SJAAK BERG 
  C: LEONARD DE ZILVA 
   L: HELEN RICHARDS 
KIDS CHURCH: TBC 

Altar and Cleaning May: Maryanne Pullen 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: ELIZABETH MARTINOV, STEPHEN STROMMER, 

RACHEL BARKER 
   C: CYNTHIA JOSEPH / EDEN LIDDELOW 
    L: JANE SIMS 
         SET UP: LIZ MARTINOV / RACHEL BARKER 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: OWEN & CHRISTINE MURPHY 

          


