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  TThhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  PPaarriisshh  ooff  SSaaccrreedd  HHeeaarrtt  &&  SStt  CCoolluummbbaa 

OOuurr  CCaatthhoolliicc  PPaarriisshh  iiss  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwhhiicchh  wweellccoommeess  aallll  ttoo    
wwaallkk  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  aa  ssppiirriitt  ooff  ccoommppaassssiioonn,,  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  hhooppee..  

 

 

   Sunday 20th July 2014    16TH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (YEAR A) 
 

St Columba Church       Sacred Heart Church     
Cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Rds, Elwood 3184   83 Grey St, St Kilda West 3182             
St Columba’s Primary School      Sacred Heart Mission     
24 Glenhuntly Rd, Elwood 3184   Tel: 9531 6560   87 Grey Street, St Kilda 3182   Tel: 9537 1166 
 PARISH OFFICE:  2 Normandy Rd, Elwood 3184     Tel: 9531 6120   Fax: 9525 7951   Email:  eskw@eskwparish.org 
       Website: http://www.elwoodstkildawestparish.org 
 

 Parish Priest:    Fr John Petrulis  jpetrulis@eskwparish.org   Pastoral Associate:  Maria George  mgeorge@eskwparish.org 
 SHM Pastoral Associate: Marianne Zeinstra mzeinstra@sacredheartmission.org  
 Catechetic Coord: Christine Mitchell cmitchell@eskwparish.org  Parish Administrator:   Jane Hearnes    jhearnes@eskwparish.org   
 Parish Visitors:  Sr Trish Kelly, Maryanne Pullen, Jim & Marina Van Dort, Elizabeth Martinov, Legion of Mary (call or email parish office)         
 Principal: Carol Morrison    cmorrison@scelwood.catholic.edu.au   Deputy Principal / SWC: Bern Bradley    bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au                  
Religious Education Leader: Adelia Muldoon amuldoon@scelwood.catholic.edu.au
 

Reflection on today’s Gospel: Matthew 13: 24-30 
 
 

“Listen!” Jesus’ command at the end of the gospel 
makes the listener acutely aware that something 
important has been said. After “Remember” and “Do 
not be afraid”, the command to listen may be the most 
important in the scriptures. When we listen, we learn 
something of the way God sees the world. Jesus and 
Matthew’s concern grows out of the possible 
discouragement the disciples will face when 
confronted with evil in the world. It leads to an age-
old question: “Why do the wicked prosper and the 
righteous suffer?” The psalmist often sang this 
despair when witnessing the situation in the world. The 
Wisdom writers commented on the seeming futility of 
working for good since both the wicked and the 
righteous would die. Jesus is not unaware that his 
followers live in a world that does not see as they do. 
The vision of a world filled with the justice and mercy 
of God is often counter to the way the world sees 
itself. 
As the disciples live and work in this situation, Jesus 
offers them an insight into the mind of God. The world 
began in goodness. What was intended to be a 
bountiful harvest was threatened by the appearance 
of weeds among wheat. Yet God does not despair. God 
does not indiscriminately tear up the weeds, lest the 
wheat be torn away as well. The inborn goodness of 
the field and of the wheat, which is to say the world, 
is not spoiled simply because weeds exist in it. Rather, 
God’ s patient care allows wheat and weeds, good and 
bad, to grow up together. At the end, the weeds will 
be easily separated from the wheat. The wicked will 
be taken away and those who shine like the sun will be 
gathered to God. This vision of redemption and the 
coming justice of God is graceful hope to those who 
wait for the Lord. 
 

• What are the situations of despair in today’s 
world? What hope do we hold for those? 

• Is there anything we can do to confront evil in our 
time? Should we do nothing and wait for God? 
 

At Home with the Word 2002 
 
 

We warmly welcome the children and their families 
at this weekend’s commitment masses as they 
journey towards the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist. It is a special time in their faith journey 
and we wish them all the very best. Thank you to all 
those who are supporting them in their journey. 
Next weekend we will ask for parishioners to be 
prayer partners for the children. There will be 
approximately 40 children undertaking their 
Eucharist this year so we warmly encourage you to 
consider this. In previous years the children have 
really enjoyed receiving letters and knowing that 
someone is praying specifically for them. 

 
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish. 
 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of 
the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians of 
our parish land, whose cultures and customs have 
nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream. We 
honour the presence of these ancestors who reside 
in the imagination of this land and whose 
irrepressible spirituality flow through all creation. 

 
 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Parish Information 

Community Ceili: What a wonderful night of dancing 
and laughter. A great community event showing the 
wonderful spirit of our parish. 
Thank you to all the people who contributed to the 
preparation for and the smooth running on the night. 
Thank you to Vera, Anna, Carlo, Maryanne, Julian, 
Jeanette, Alecia, Roger, Carol, Adrian, Noreen, Dom. 
Thank you also to the many local businesses who 
donated prizes for the raffle and to all who came 
along to enjoy the night. 

Mass Ministries: Thank you to those who have 
volunteered to be Eucharist Ministers recently. We are 
still in need of volunteers so if you would like to join the 
team please see Maria or contact the office. 
 

Kids Church will be held during 6pm Mass this Saturday 
night. We especially encourage any siblings of children 
attending the Eucharist Commitment masses to join us. 
Kids Church is on when the adults in Mass are listening 
to the readings and gospel. In Kids Church the gospel is 
shared at a children’s level with activities used to 
reflect the messages. It is aimed at preschool and 
primary aged children. Leaders are experienced and 
have Working with Children Checks. Children are invited 
to go with the Leader to the sacristy and Kids Church 
runs for approx 20 minutes then they return to their 
family. Parents are welcome to sit it on Kids Church and 
/or to speak to Kathy or Emma about what they do. Don’t 
forget about the great Kid’s Sheets that are available 
at the back of church each week. They have fun games & 
information based on the readings for the weekend. Feel 
free to take them home. 
 

We wish Maria and Denis all the very best as they head 
off on a well deserved 2 week holiday. Safe travelling! 

Sacred Heart Mission 
 

Copies of the June Heartbeat are available at the back 
of church. Below is Fr John’s reflection: 
Rising Up From The Struggle 
Just before the doors opened at our dining hall, there 
was a small group of people waiting on our well worn 
veranda for the comfort of a hot cuppa and breakfast. 
It had been raining steadily through the night. One of 
the men had found refuge with his well-used bedding, on 
the bench facing a nearby tree that keeps on refusing 
to die in the face of the encroaching concrete and 
countless discarded cigarette butts. 
When I asked him how the night had been, he gently 
replied that during the night he found himself strangely 
comforted by the rain falling and providing for the tree 
that had been so thirsty for a drink. He was grateful it 
was getting what it so desperately needed. To complete 

his heartfelt observation he said there was the 
surprising beauty of the shiny glimmering leaves of the 
tree as the moonlight shone on them – opening his eyes 
at various stages of the night to witness this sight. 
I thought to myself, here is a person dealing with so 
much vulnerability with having to sleep rough and find 
the basics to survive during the day, yet the strength 
of his human spirit continues to appreciated deeply 
signs of life. It is this search for life, connection and 
meaning, for an affordable and stable place to call 
home, that we want to support in the heart of everyone 
we meet here at the Mission. 
Like that tree that has taken root in hard and difficult 
conditions over the years, as staff and volunteers, we 
do all we can to help those who come to the Mission to 
put down roots to secure their lives for growth. 
Tragically too often, it is the story of our people that in 
order to reach the rich soil of new beginnings there are 
many deeply wondering experiences that have to be 
worked through. The trauma of separation from family, 
of financial insecurity, of violence and abuse that have 
been compounded by not being able to access support 
when most needed.  Homelessness stops anyone from 
putting roots down into the soil of those fundamental 
desires for life that we all need. Yes, the desire for 
safety and security, the desire to belong and contribute 
to a community. 
Here at the Mission we commit ourselves each day to 
supporting that search for life that can be awakened 
again if the person is given intensive and faithful 
support. As our founding priest Fr Ernie Smith would 
say, “We are about not just the hand out but the hand 
up into life.” 
My hope is that the man on the veranda will find in 
himself what he was observing in the gentle rain falling 
on the tree: nourishment to keep growing in challenging 
circumstances. With our combined faithful support at 
Sacred Heart Mission, may all who come find what they 
need to branch out into life. 
Thank you again for all your time, efforts and donations 
that enable us to help all who come to put roots down 
into the rich soil of life and grow through the struggle 
to new life. 
God help us. 
To rise up from our struggle 
Like a tree rises up from the soil. 
Our roots reaching down to our trouble, 
Our rich, dark dirt of existence. 
Finding nourishment deeply. 
And holding us firmly. 
Always connected. 
Growing upwards and into the sun. 
Amen.               Michael Leunig 
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The Heart of St Kilda Concert is on again with a 
dazzling line-up for its annual fundraiser at the Palais in 
St Kilda, on Wednesday 13 August. Now in its seventh 
year, this highlight of the Melbourne live music and 
comedy calendar draws Australia’s finest and 2014 is no 
exception, with RocKwiz co- presenter, Brian Nankervis 
as the MC. Musicians performing on the night are: The 
Basics, Colleen Hewett, Vika and Linda Bull, Dick Diver, 
Ashley Naylor, Uncle Jack Charles, Melbourne Ska 
Orchestra, Billy Miller, Rebecca Barnard, Tim Rogers, 
The Caravan Choir, Phil Ceberano.  
The comedians gracing the stage include Julia Morris, 
Charlie Pickering, Greg Champion, Elliot Goblet, Tegan 
Higginbotham, Dean Atkinson and Tripod. The Heart of 
St Kilda concert raises funds for Sacred Heart 
Mission’s meals program which serves 160,000 
breakfasts & lunches each year to people experiencing 
homelessness.  Tickets on sale now through: 
 http://www.ticketmaster.com.au/Heart-Of-St-Kilda-
tickets/artist/2010317 

St Columba Primary School 
St Columba is supporting the National Tree Day 
Community Planning. Come along and offer your support 
too – Sunday 27 July, 10am on the foreshore of the 
canal – bring gloves. 

Wider Community 
The Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project presents 
Discussion Night 3 – Lives in Limbo, Tamils and Human 
Rights on Thursday 24 July, 7.30-9.30pm St Joseph’s 
Hall, 274 Rouse St, Port Melbourne. Guest speakers: 
Trevor Grant and Aran Mylvaganam. Trevor is a former 
chief cricket writer at The Age and now works with the 
Refugee Action Collection. Aran is from the Tamil 
Refugee Council and came to Australia as a 13 year old 
asylum seeker from Sri Lanka. Contact BASP for 
further details on 9696 2107. 
 

O’Neill College Full School Reunion: Saturday 26 July, 
1.30pm – 6.30pm at Melbourne High School. Come & take 
a stroll down memory lane and catch up with old friends. 
$15 (finger food, tea, coffee and soft drink provided) - 
entry via pre sale tickets only. Contact Lorraine 0458 
762 090 or schoolreunion2014@gmail.com All profits 
will be donated to Presentation Family Centre. 

 
Copies of the latest Kairos are available ($2) at the 
back of church.                    
 

Homestay Board Required: My name is Jennifer - id 
40s female from NSW (St Joseph Parish, Gunnedah 
NSW). In Melbourne for approx. 10 months to attend 
training/study at academy in the city. Hoping to find 
board/lodgings, ideally with meals, close to transport. 
I am a considerate, respectful, tidy and clean person. 
References available, if required. Thank you. 
Jennifer 0409 362 711 
 

The City of Port Phillip is presenting its next Parents on 
P Plates group due to start at the beginning of 
September 2014.  It is a 6 week program and is aimed 
at building the skills and the confidence of parents with 
young children. If you are a parent living in Port Phillip, 
or surrounding areas, and have pre-school children (1-
4years) then this group is for you. Thursdays 10am-
12pm starting 4 September at Bubup Nairm Family & 
Chidren’s Centre, 99B Carlisle St, St Kilda. Childcare is 
available onsite for any parents who require it.  This 
childcare is run by qualified child care educators and is 
exclusively for parents participating in Parents on P 
Plates.  Contact Molly Block 0488124083 or 
molly@ppcg.org.au 
 

St Kilda Baptist Church recently screened the heart 
warming story Mary Meets Mohammad.  It was very well 
attended and many there wanted to know ways they can 
help support refugees in practical ways: 
• Write a letter to our federal MP  (Mr Martin Foley) 
• Volunteer time to an asylum seeker support agency 
• Write letters to asylum seekers in detention (for 

assistance visit the Refugee Council of Australia's "A 
Just Australia"  http://www.ajustaustralia.com ) 

• Form our own discussion group    
Support the Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project 
(BASP). This locally-based project aims to: 
• Provide hospitality and practical support  
• Actively network with like-minded individuals and 

groups who are working for justice  
• Promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers 
If you would like more information about BASP and/or 
would like to support them call 9696 2107 or email 
bssced@cybersspace.net.au 

 
 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Sat 19 / Sun 20 July – Eucharist Commitment Masses 
v Mon 21 July – 1/2M Class Mass, 9.15am upstairs at St 

Columba PS 
v Sat 26 / Sun 27 July – Request for Prayer friends for 

Eucharist children at all masses 
v Sun 27 July – Baptisms, 12,30pm St Columba 
v Mon 28 July – Prep Class mass, 9.15am upstairs at St 

Columba PS 

v Mon 28 July – Small Christian Community, 7.30pm 
Parish House 

v Mon 28 July – Finance committee mtg, 7.30pm Parish 
House 

v Sat 2 August – 5/6M class mass, 6pm St Columba 
v Sat 2 August – Kids Church, during 6pm Mass St 

Columba 
v Mon 4 Aug – Family Eucharist Night, 7pm upstairs at 

St Columba PS 
v Thurs 7 Aug – PLDT, 7.15pm Parish House 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba  
      2.00pm MASS All welcome! 
  Avonsleigh Community, 41-43 Robe St, St. Kilda.  
WEDNESDAY 9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY   9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
        11.00am MASS  at Sacred Heart Church 
FRIDAY       9.00am MASS at St Columba Church 
                           

26 / 27 July – 17th Sunday of the Year 
 

SATURDAY   6.00pm  MASS at St Columba Church 
     

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church            
        11.00am   MASS at Sacred Heart Church  

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $    715.50 
Loose cash $    273.30 
Total  $    988.80 
Total after 28 weeks $  28913.80 
Average $    1032.64 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     441.75 
Total after 28 weeks $  18348.00 
Average $      655.29 

 

    Our first collection is the Thanksgiving 
Collection which supports the day to day 
running of the parish and covers salaries, 

insurance, church/faith/liturgy requisites and general 
outgoings of the parish office. Our second collection 
is the Presbytery Collection which supports our 
parish priest.  Each quarter 25% is paid to the PRF. 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Alena Prelovska 30.6 
1st anniversaries; Maria Bonacci 12.7, Donald Anderson 4.7, Esme Wilson 12.7, Chris Goycoolea, Jim Feeney,  

John Hill, Keith Rigney, Mrs Botha and those whose anniversaries are at this time; Leila Bentley, Louis Myers 2.7, 
Wijayasinghe, James Bowen, Rino Della Bosco Donald Hardy 2.7.11, Melba Membrino 28.7.11, Lenora Bendzuis, Pat 
Fitzgerald, Frank DeCicco, Justin Politis, Pamela Semmell, Kate Frawley Mary Ratel 10.7.10, Kelvin Baker 30.7.10, 
Della Kelly 3.7.04, Julie Henke 25.7.04, Isobell Findlay 15.7.08, Libera Scotto 21.7.00, James O’Connor 17.7.43, 

John Thompson, Tracey Ennis 25.7.08, Kornel Vladislav 20.7.08, Vincent Benoit 22.7.08, Tedor Semczyszgn 14.7.89, 
Mary Siciliano 14.7, Philip Nolan 16.7.74, Debly Amad & Vicki Amad, Lidia Teseo, Vittorio Di Nuzio 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for;   
Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran, Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Loretta McCormick,  

Vicki Howard, Maureen Duggan (Ireland), Colin King, Barry Quinn, Seamus Doherty, Ailbh Connolly, John Gomez,  
Gerald Sullivan, Daloris McBrien (seriously ill in Co. Tyrone Ireland), Kerry Quin, Fr Bill Waucope, Caroline Darnley, 
Cameron McNally, Pepi Wells, Sylvana Zuccon, Paul Scicluna, Diane McHugh, Henry Walker, Cath & Jim Woodwood, 

Camille Fraser, Danielle Lednar, Lynne Fielder, Desia, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Lydia Ulehla, Leo Cash,  
Bill Mitchell, Norah, Mary Carolan, Brian Stackpole, Pat Crofts, Martin McHale, Delsyia Fullinfaw, Bill Wancope 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD  
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the book of Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 8: 26-27 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:      ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
 BLESSED ARE YOU, FATHER, LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH; 
 YOU HAVE REVEALED TO LITTLE ONES THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM. 
 ALLELUIA! 
                  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew: 13: 24-43 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 26 / 27 July   17th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: THERESA ELLIS 
  C: CAROLINE PRICE 
   L: JOAN DAVIES 
         SET UP: LEGION OF MARY 
 9.00AM  M: MARY MONAGLE, ROGER VAIL, ALECIA RATHBONE 
  C: RAYMOND BOLGER 
   L: ANGELA ELLIOT 
KIDS CHURCH: SATURDAY 2 AUGUST, 6PM MASS ST COLUMBA  

Altar and Cleaning JULY: EMILY MARTIN 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: MARY ANNE CULHANE, JULIAN QUINN, 

JEANNETTE QUINN 
   C: ADRIAN CROPLEY / CARLO MARCON 
    L: FIONA BASILE 
         SET UP: JULIAN QUINN 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: LITURGY TEAM 

 


