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Gospel Reflection John 6: 24-35 
 

Today’s selection from the Gospel according to John 
begins to unfold one of the great mysteries of our 
Catholic faith: Jesus’ presence in Eucharist. John 
probes this mystery, not by picturing Jesus 
instituting the Eucharist at his last meal with the 
disciples, as do the accounts of Mark, Matthew, and 
Luke, but through Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse, 
which we will be reading over the next few Sundays. 
Today’s reading follows John’s story of the 
multiplication of the loaves, read last Sunday. After 
witnessing this sign, the people go looking for Jesus. 
Jesus accuses them of seeking him not because they 
understand the sign they witnessed, but because 
their physical hunger was satisfied. 
Jesus wants the people to believe not only in his 
power to respond to their physical needs, but also in 
his identity. Jesus is the one whom the Father has 
sent. When the people ask what they can do to 
accomplish the works of God, Jesus says, “This is 
the work of God, that you believe in the one he 
sent.” 
The people want a sign similar to the sign that their 
ancestors received, bread from heaven. Jesus claims 
that he is the true bread from heaven: “for the 
bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.” With these words, Jesus 
is making the same claim that John made as he began 
his Gospel account: Jesus is the Word who existed 
before creation, through whom all that exists came 
to be. 
On hearing this, the people say, “Sir, give us this 
bread always.” As we will read in the coming Sundays, 
through Eucharist, Jesus has indeed given us this 
bread always. Because we have been given the bread 
of life, we need never again hunger for the presence 
of our Lord. 

 
 
 
• In today’s readings, what are the various 

meanings of “the bread that came down from 
heaven?” 

• What role does Eucharist have in your spiritual 
life? 

• Where is Christ’s presence most visible for you? 
 

 
We warmly welcome Scott who is celebrating his 

Confirmation at 11am Mass. 

 
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
 

 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears 
of the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians 
of our parish land, whose cultures and customs 
have nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land 
since men and women awoke from the great 
dream. We honour the presence of these 
ancestors who reside in the imagination of this 
land and whose irrepressible spirituality flow 
through all creation. 

 

 
Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 

 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
 

Coming up at Mass: 
• Sat 8 August -  5/6 Level Mass, 6pm St Columba  

Parish Information 
Conversation dinners around a theme The aim of these 
conversation dinners is to invite us to draw on our lived 
experiences and share with each other as we reflect on a 
specific theme.  Following on the success of our first two 
conversation dinners, anyone wanting to attend the next 
one on Friday 28 August at 7pm, on the topic, "What is 
it like to live alone today?" can telephone Cynthia 
0421289380 or Jane  at the office to secure a place.  

Understanding Grief & Loss and what we can to 
do support those experiencing it. 
The program continues THIS Tuesday 4 August in 
the Before & After Care Room at St Columba PS 
from 10am-3.30pm and continues on Tuesdays 11 
August, 18 August and a final session on 22 
September. The sessions are facilitated by Sr 
Nicole Rotaru rsm, an experienced grief counsellor, 
educator and author. Those who confirmed their 
participation will have received their manual. Please 
contact Jane if any problems. 

Don’t forget about the great Kid’s Sheets that are 
available at the back of church each week. They have fun 
games & information based on the readings for the 
weekend. Feel free to take them home also. 

This year's Parish Retreat will be on the weekend 
of 13-14 November. It will be facilitated by Fr 
John and held in the Parish Centre, in St Columba's 
Primary School, Elwood. Hopefully the weather will 
be nice enough for us to spend some time sharing a 
meal and a chat in the pergola. If you'd like to be 
part of a small planning group for the weekend 
please contact Jane Sims on 0409356119. 
Expressions of interest in attending the Retreat to 
Jane Hearnes. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Visiting and/or taking communion to the sick and 
housebound. Would you like to join this small but vital 
team of people who visit parishioners in their home, 
taking them communion from our parish family. We are in 
need of some more volunteers - you can visit when it suits 
you and the person you are visiting - week days, or 
weekends; morning or afternoon; weekly, fortnightly or 
monthly. If you can spare an hour or so every now and 
then, are a compassionate listener and carer - this is for 
you. Please contact Sr. Trish, Maria or any of the Parish 
Team if you'd like more information about this way of 
helping. ALSO - if you know of a relative, friend or 
neighbour who may be sick or housebound, and who would 
like a visit and/ or communion, please also contact Maria, 
any of the Parish Team or Sr. Trish. Many thanks 
 

Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project (BASP). This locally-
based project aims to: 

• Provide hospitality and practical support  
• Actively network with like-minded individuals and 

groups who are working for justice  
• Promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers 

The project currently supports people who have been 
detained in Immigration Detention Centres. They 
regularly visit asylum seekers at Maribyrnong Detention 
Centre and take phone cards, tobacco, toiletries, food, 
clothing etc to those being detained. The project raises 
money for bonds that people on bridging visas are 
required to pay to be released from detention. The 
project also assists some asylum seekers who have 
decided to leave Australia because they have lost hope in 
being given refugee status. If you would like more 
information about BASP and/or would like to support 
them call 9696 2107 or email bssced@cybersspace.net.au 
Collection Baskets: There are TWO collection baskets in 
the Gathering Area of each of our churches, for 
foodstuffs and other goods for those in need. Every 
week you are invited to bring whatever you can manage 
and place it in one or more of the baskets for the 
Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP) and our Elwood 
St Kilda West St Vincent de Paul conference. 

Sacred Heart Mission 
The Heart of St Kilda Concert is a major highlight on 
the Sacred Heart Mission event calendar. Now in its 
eighth year, the concert will take place on Tuesday 22 
September, in its spiritual home of St Kilda’s iconic 
Palais Theatre.  Starring some of Australia’s finest 
bands, perfomers and comedians, it’s a wonderful night 
out celebrating Sacred Heart Mission and the vibrant 
and diverse community that is St Kilda. Helmed once 
again by irresponsible Rockwiz co-presenter Brian 
Nankervis, 2015’s lineup includes The Black Sorrows, 
Kasey Chambers, Arj Barker, Col Joye, Denise Scott and 
many others. Cost $99 A Reserve, $79 B Reserve Book 
tickets through Ticketmaster. 

St Columba Primary School 
Principals Message: This week we had our first two 
whole school musical workshops. What a thrill it was for 
me to see and hear, every child singing and dancing in our 
school hall. The energy and enthusiasm was truly 
remarkable. It was wonderful to see every child having a 
go and supporting one another. It takes courage, 
resilience and persistence to stand up in front of the 
school or in front of your peers and I have to say we 
have some very talented students who did just that. Two 
of the wellbeing themes we have this term are: teamwork 
and support for one another and I can testify that these 
were very evident during these two days. 
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Wider Community 
163-Table Conversations, Sharing Food, Sharing 
Ideas A new monthly program by St Kilda Uniting Church 
The last 2 163-Table Conversations evenings have been 
fabulous and the guests very entertaining and 
informative. Yes we are in the middle of winter and the 
nights are cold and dark but the church, dinner, and 
company are warming! Guest: Cara Gillespie Yoga: An 
exercise class or a way of life? Tuesday 4th August, 
6-8.30pm, St Kilda Uniting Church.  Simple meal provided 
By Donation RSVP: Sunday 2nd August  Contact: Janet-
0417670132 or John-0433259146  
 

 “Lifeboat Geelong” is a small group of people who are 
currently meeting regularly to devise practical means of 
giving pastoral and practical support to established 
victims of Church-related sexual abuse. Members include 
people with relevant skills as well as others who bring 
understanding, good-will, common sense and a wish to 
help. The key element to this is not just the assistance 
provided. What means most is the respect, care and 
compassion being given and received. Fr Kevin Dillon has 
written to John asking our Parish to consider supporting 
Lifeboat. The PLDT will discuss options to maximise this 
opportunity and will provide further information. 
 

You are invited to join us for a pastoral enrichment 
session with Dr Donna Orsuto on “Leadership in Tough 
Times”. Tuesday 11 August 10am to 2.30pm. 
St Joseph’s Parish Centre, 274 Rouse St, Port Melbourne 
The cost of the session is $25 which includes morning 
tea on arrival and lunch. 
What is this session about? Leadership in Tough 
Times will explore St Teresa of Avila’s leadership style  
and how she dealt with the multiple obstacles and 
challenges in her reform efforts. Using the example of 
Teresa, Dr Donna Orsuto offers some practical wisdom 
on leadership and how to remain faithful in “tough” times. 
Who is this session for? This session is especially for 
those involved in lay ministry – to explore the challenges 
of leadership in ministry during tough times through 
input from Dr Donna Orsuto, group discussions and 
personal reflection. Registration is essential by Tuesday 
4 August 2015 – call Johanna Carroll on 9926 5765 or 
ministry@cam.org.au See the flyer for more details. 
 
 
 

 
 

Bridgidine Asylum Seekers Project Discussion Night 
3: Australia, our region and refugees – working for 
rights across international boundaries. Thursday 
August 13, 7.30-9.30pm, St Joseph’s Hall 274 Rouse 
St, Port Melbourne. Nic MacLellan works as a 
journalist in the Pacific Islands and has researched 
Australia’s offshore detention program in Nauru and 
Papua New Guinea. 

Retreat Weekend. On the Threshold: Stepping into 
the Sacred In Rev 3:20, God stands and knocks at 
the door of our heart. Using the image of doors we will 
explore how we might open the door of our heart to 
deeper relationship. Friday August 14th, 8.00pm to 
Sunday August 16th, 3.00pm. Pallotti College, Millgrove 
Cost:  $180 – includes 3 meals Saturday and 2 meals 
Sunday and accommodation in a private room with shared 
bathroom. For bookings and information contact Lorraine 
on 0402 217123 or lorraine613@bigpond.com 
 

Council of Christians & Jews (Victoria) is running it’s 
popular Carlton Tour again. Sunday 30 August, 12noon-
4pm to be lead by Albert Isaacs, Honorary Secretary fo 
the  CCJ (Vic). The tour will look at the many remaining 
vestiges of Jewish settlement of Carlton in the early and 
mid 20th century. The tour will commence with a 
communal lunch and end with afternoon tea in a nearby 
park. $5 to cover cost of tour notes & afternoon tea plus 
the cost of your own lunch at University Cafe. Bookings 
essential by Wednesday 26 August 9429 5212 or 
ccjvic@bigpond.net.au Limited to 15 participants 
 

Dandenong Deanery has invited Fr Anthony Gittens from 
the USA to facilitate a conference to be held at 
Killester College in Springvale. Fr Anthony is a well know 
Theologian & Author. The theme for the weekend will 
be, "What on earth is Discipleship" Saturday 12 Sept 
9.30am-4pm & Sunday 13 Sept 1pm-5.30pm. One and two 
day packages available from $10 with early bird savings if 
booked by 3 August. See flyer on noticeboard for more 
details.  Bookings essential – Paddy 0422 296 961 
dandenongdeanery@live.com.au 

Royal Commission  
Please contact Fr John or Maria if you would like to talk 
about or seek support on this issue. Please also let us 
know any suggestions for how as a parish we can support 
one another. The Royal Commission website and the 
Archdiocesan website also have information on a range of 
support services available. 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Sat 1 Aug – PFA Social Night 
v Mon 3 Aug – Eucharist Parent Night, 7pm upstairs at 

school 
v Tues 4 Aug – Education Board mtg 
v Thurs 6 Aug – PLDT mtg, 7.15pm Parish House 
v Sat 8 Aug – 5/6 Level mass, 6pm St Columba 

v Mon 10 Aug – Baptism preparation, 7.30pm  
v Thurs 13 Aug – SKEGS mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v Thurs 13 Aug – Liturgy team mtg, 7.30pm Parish 

House 
v Sat 15 / Sun 16 Aug – Eucharist Commitment masses 
v Wed 19 Aug – St Vincent de Paul mtg, 7.30pm Parish 

House 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY      9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
  2.00pm  MASS All Welcome 
  at Avonsleigh Community, 41-43 Robe St, St Kilda 
WEDNESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY    11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
   FRIDAY       9.00am MASS at St Columba Church 
                               

    

1 / 2 August   18th Sunday of the Year       

SATURDAY   6.00pm   MASS at St Columba Church 
      

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
            11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
 

COLLECTIONS: Last weekend 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     423.00 
Loose cash $      170.15 
Total  $      593.15 
Total after 30 weeks $  29834.10 
 Average $      994.47 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      530.25 
Total after 30 weeks $   20910.20 
Average $       697.01 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day-to-day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish office.  
Our second collection is the Presbytery Collection 
which supports our parish priest.  Each quarter 
25% is paid to the Priests Retirement Foundation. 
 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Gerard Green (Ruth’s brother), Milos Kubalcik (Czech Rep.) 
1st anniversaries; baby Felix, Ray Alsaker, James Foley, Yvonne Gorman, Maria Czajkowski, Fr Michael Sheehy 

and those whose anniversaries are at this time; Arthur Carbo 12.8, Jan Altman, Cynthia Griffin, Marion Flanagan, 
Shane Brennan, Leo Flanagan, Margaret Papworth 16.08.80, Danny Martinov 28.8.11, Peter Burgess 30.8.10,  

Clare Carmody 1.8.09, Noreen O’Connor 14.8.09, Tom King 17.8.09, May Pearce 24.8.11, Lyn Von Oudtshoorn 1.8.09, 
Daniel Cassar 17.8.05, Shirley Evans 11.8.08, Perc Marten 12.8.97, Cherry Wood-Wallis 21.8.08, Monica Bourke 

14.8.00, Therese Johnson 23.8.98, Sheleagh Davidson 3.8.11, Shane Walsh 7.8.11, Robert Callaghan 8.8.11 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for; Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran,  
Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, 

Brian Stackpole, Jeanne Swan, Lesley Griffiths, Sr Margaret, Robin Blaine, Marlene Foster, Tony Patane,  
Jackie Pyster, Leanne Wright, Lola Barns, Albert Sasson, Margaret Campbell, Barbara Kenny, Tony Palmer,  

River Stewart (18 months old), (Leslie) Anthony Jones, Trevor Fletcher, Pat Herkess 
If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 

  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD    
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the book of Exodus 16: 2-4, 12-15  
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  The Lord gave them bread from heaven. 

      SECOND READING:  A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 4: 17, 20-24 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
   NO ONE LIVES ON BREAD ALONE, 
 BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT COMES FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD. 
 ALLELUIA! 

  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 6: 24-35 
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 8 / 9 August  19th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: SUE GAYLARD, MICHAEL MURRAY, VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
   C: PATRICK COMARMOND 
   L: LIZ OR BERNARD REGAN 
         SET UP: LIZ & BERNARD REGAN 
 9.00AM  M: BERNADETTE CHEET, FRANCES PITITTO, MARY MONAGLE 
  C: MARIA BALLANTYNE 
   L: THERESA ELLIS 

 
Altar and Cleaning August: Theresa Ellis & Sjaak Berg 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: JIM FINLAYSON, MAGGIE MCEWAN, MAUREEN 

STEWART 
   C: HELEN FRERIS 
    L: KATHLEEN UPFOLD 
         SET UP: MAUREEN STEWART 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: MAUREEN GRIFFITHS 

          


