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Reflection on today’s Gospel: Matthew 22: 15-22 
Paying taxes is no more popular now than it was n 
Jesus’ time. Every year someone keeps track of 
exactly how many workdays it takes to raise the 
money that will never be seen by the worker, but will 
go immediately to someone else, who will spend it, 
invest it or waste it. Every year people try to figure 
out how they can keep a little more of what seems 
rightfully theirs. Anyone who works, that is, all of us, 
might be forgiven if we joined the Pharisees on the 
question of payment of taxes. Their mistake was using 
the issue to trap Jesus. If Jesus answered “yes,” he 
would be anti-religious. If he said “no”, he would be a 
revolutionary. Rather than answer the question 
directly, Jesus uses the moment to teach a lesson in 
responsibility, not so much to Caesar but to God. 
We worry about our debt to credit card companies, 
banks and government agencies. When was the last 
time we worried about the debt to God? How much do 
we owe for redemption? The Jews believed that 
obedience to the Law was the natural response of a 
grateful heart. How could they do less? God had 
brought them out of Egypt and out of exile. God raised 
up a foreign messiah for them to rout the Babylonians 
and made sure that Cyrus knew that it was God who 
brought him the victory. To disobey God’s law after 
such faithfulness would have been no less than rude. 
Psalm 116 has it right. “How can I make a return for all 
the good that God has done to me?” It is Jesus who 
answers: “Render to God the things that are God’s.” 
We may owe the government money. After all, there 
are U.S. presidents’ faces on our currency. But it is 
God who is inscribed on our souls. In our gratitude, we 
owe to God our very lives. Divine grace and steadfast 
love are things that money cannot buy. 
 
 
 

 
• What are the things we owe God? How do we make 

that payment? 
• Should we pay taxes without question or can we 

withhold taxes because of moral or ethical stands? 
Is this an issue we need to spend time thinking 
about? 

                  At Home with the Word © LTP 
 
 
 

Welcome to Alfie baptised this weekend at St 
Columba. We pray blessings for him as he grows in 
faith and the love of his family. 

 
 
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
 
 

 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of 
the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians of 
our parish land, whose cultures and customs have 
nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream. We 
honour the presence of these ancestors who reside 
in the imagination of this land and whose 
irrepressible spirituality flow through all creation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 

\ 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Parish Information 

For your diary! 
Melbourne Cup Weekend  
Lunch Sunday 2 November 
At 12.30pm  
@ The pergola rear of Parish 
 House 2 Normandy Rd.  
Elwood. You are all invited to 
 a relaxed social get 

together to meet with old and new friends from across our parish 
village community.  
We’ll put some snags on the barby but you 
need to bring other food and drink and 
some winning tips. There will be a few Cup 
sweeps operating and luck’s a fortune. 
Those who need transport or those who 
might assist with the preparation should 
contact the Parish House on 9531 6120. 
 
 

Parish/St Vincent de Paul Anti-Poverty Week evening 
22 parishioners gathered in the parish house on 
Tuesday evening to hear newly elected president of our 
local conference of St Vincent de Paul Society Kerrie 
Haines discuss the work  needed locally. 
To help us understand the scope and variety of the 
needs of the people St Vinnies are called to help we 
were given a range of examples to discuss. 
A group of unattached people living in a rooming house 
with inadequate kitchen and bathroom facilities create 
a strained environment especially for small children 
with only a one room at inflated rent. 
Single young people often relying on Sacred Heart 
Mission for lunch, young couple looking for work, older 
men and women on disability pensions for physical and 
psychiatric difficulties, single mother with a young child 
waiting on public housing, most with little hope of 
employment. 
The groups at the meeting were given the challenge of 
preparing a meal from the donated bags of groceries 
given out on visits, and considering the lack of kitchen 
facilities and in some instances lack of cooking 
knowledge in the shared rooming house, try to decide 
how people would be best able to use the donations 
It was a reality check for many of us at the meeting, 
and brought home the many difficulties that people 
encounter in their lives through lack of a good home and 
family support 
The conference rely on many donations to continue and 
increase their work with goods donated and food 
vouchers given ,especially in the second week of the 
pension cycle when the money has run out 
Perhaps we could all buy 2 items of our favourite food 
and donate one to the basket each week to add to the 
stocks.                                         Maureen Stewart 

One of our parishioners, Bernadette Cheet, runs 
Lebanese cooking classes at the LG Kitchen in South 
Melbourne and has kindly agreed to run a class for our 
parish, at a discounted rate of $60 (12 places available 
All places are booked for the session on Saturday 8 
November. Let us know if you are still interested 
though or look on Bernadette’s website for other 
classes www.mylebanesekitchen.com.au  
 

 

Parish Library Have you heard of the remarkable 
activist and saintly woman, Dorothy Day, 
Her biography, "All is Grace" is available in the 
library. She is likely to send you to check your 
wardrobe for unwanted-even wanted clothes. 
 

Small Christian Community: A small group of 
parishioners regularly meets to share and reflect on 
the meaning of the Gospel in their lives and the life of 
the Parish and wider community.  Meetings are held at 
7:30pm on the last Monday of each month at the Parish 
House, 2 Normandy Road Elwood.  The next meeting is 
Monday 27 October. Anyone is welcome to come along 
to a gathering, and can contact Helen Freris on 
0409701076, or Maria George on 95316120.    

St Columba Primary School 
ANTI-POVERTY WEEK – 12TH TO 18TH OCTOBER 
During last week teachers and children focused on 
poverty and what we can do to understand and alleviate 
poverty. On Wed 22nd we are having a ‘bread roll 
playlunch’ to have a related experience to help us 
understand what it might be like to be hungry.  
 

READING VOLUNTEER needed on FRIDAYS.  
As part of our BUDDY READING Program this term we 
need an adult volunteer to hear 8 Year 1/2 children do a 
final read of their selected text each Friday. They will 
have practised this book with their buddy during the 
week and need to be "signed off" by an adult at the end 
of the week. If you have a spare half hour on a Friday 
we would really appreciate your assistance. Please email 
me at hhall@scelwood.catholic.edu.au if you could be 
available on a regular basis this term. 
Many thanks - Helen Hall 
 

Sacred Heart Mission 
Dear all, we are holding our Annual General Meeting 
on Tuesday 28th October at 7.30pm, and extend this 
invitation to you to come along to hear about our 
achievements over the past year & our future directions 
with the launch of our 10 years Strategic Plan. 
Date: Tuesday, 28th October 2014 
Venue: Sacred Heart Mission, Dining Hall, 87 Grey 
Street St Kilda, 3182 
Time:  7.15pm for a 7.30pm start (followed by light 
refreshments) 
Yours sincerely, Cathy Humphrey CEO 
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The latest edition of Heartbeat is available at the back 
of church. It has some wonderful articles highlighting 
the work of the Mission, including Fr John’s column ‘Not 
over there but part of us’. 
 

Op Shops: Through generously donating goods and by 
choosing to shop at Sacred Heart Mission op shops, you 
are helping to fund essential programs and services to 
help people who are homeless or living in poverty. 
Shopping at our op shops: All of our seven op shops 
offer upbeat shopping experiences and an array of bric-
a-brac, clothing, homewares, furniture and books.  
Donating items to our op shops: Donations of clothing, 
shoes, accessories, furniture, books, bric-a-brac and 
household items are always appreciated. Donate direct: 
Please deliver your pre-loved goods to one of our op 
shops during opening hours – Hawthorn, Elsternwick, St 
Kilda, Windsor, East St Kilda, South Melbourne & 
Bentleigh. Free collection service: Operates in and 
around the suburbs where the six stores are located, 
Monday to Saturday. To arrange a collection, please 
phone (03) 9536 8437 between 9:30am-4:30pm, 7 days 
per week. As this time of year is particularly busy with 
collections, 7-10 days notice, if possible, is ideal.  

Wider Comunity 
Spirituality in the Pub, an initiative of Catalyst for 
Renewal. “Pope Francis sheds light amid darkness in our 
world”, Wednesday 22 October at 7.30pm 
Sandringham Hotel, cnr Beach Rd & Melrose St. 
Professor Joseph Camilleri is Emeritus Professor, La 
Trobe University Melbourne and is a Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of Social Sciences. Call Francesca 
is you are interested in joining others from the parish 
9593 8653. All are welcome to gather for a meal from 
6pm – phone the hotel and specify the booking is for 
SIP 9598 7255 
 

Melbourne Catholic Migrant & Refugee Office: 
Ancient Cultures, New Features: A photographic 
exhibition for Sri Lankan reconciliation 
9 - 25 October 2014, 12.00 noon - 5.00 pm Wednesdays 
– Sundays at Raglan St Gallery, 14 Raglan St, N 
Melbourne 
Common People, Common Dreams: Walk Together 
Saturday, 25 October 2014, 12.30 pm at the State 
Library – walking to the Treasury Gardens 
 

 
An evening sponsored by Catalyst for Renewal & 
Catholics for Renewal: ‘The Role of Church Law in the 
Child Abuse Issue: Help or Hindrance?’ Presenter: 
Kieran Tapselll; Responder: Rev Dr Ian Waters. Kieran 
is a retired lawyer with degrees in theology and law and 
is the author of the recently published ‘Potiphar’s Wife: 
The Vatican’s Secret and Child Sexual Abuse.’ Ian is an 
eminent canon lawyer and the Emeritus Judicial Vicar 
(Presiding Judge) of the Catholic Tribunal for Victoria 
and Tasmania. Wednesday 29 October, 7.30pm 
Pumphouse Hotel, 128 Nicholson St Fitzroy. There is a 
group of parishioners attending – please contact 
Francesca Shelton if you are interested 9593 8653. 
 

Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project (BASP). This locally-
based project aims to: 

• Provide hospitality and practical support  
• Actively network with like-minded individuals and 

groups who are working for justice  
• Promote advocacy for the rights of asylum 

seekers 
The project currently supports people who have been 
detained in Immigration Detention Centres. They 
regularly visit asylum seekers at Maribyrnong Detention 
Centre and take phone cards, tobacco, toiletries, food, 
clothing etc to those being detained. The project raises 
money for bonds that people on bridging visas are 
required to pay to be released from detention. The 
project also assists some asylum seekers who have 
decided to leave Australia because they have lost hope 
in being given refugee status. The project also provides 
assistance and support to asylum seekers living in the 
community with access to toiletries, food parcels, met 
tickets, etc, as well as assisting with seeking housing 
and employment. If you would like more information 
about BASP and/or would like to support them call 9696 
2107 or email bssced@cybersspace.net.au 

Royal Commission  
Please contact Fr John or Maria if you would like to talk 
about or seek support on this issue. Please also let us 
know any suggestions for how as a parish we can 
support one another. The Royal Commission website and 
the Archdiocesan website also have information on a 
range of support services available 
http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au 
 or http://www.tjhcouncil.org.au 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Sat 25 Oct – 1/2B Class Mass, 6pm St Columba 
v Sun 26 Oct – Commissioning of SVdeP, 11am Sacred 

Heart Church 
v Sun 26 Oct – Baptisms, 12.30pm St Columba 
v Mon 27 Oct – 5/6P Class Mass, 9.15am St Columba 

Church 
v Mon 27 Oct – Small Christian Community, 7.30pm Parish 

House 
 
 

v Tues 28 Oct – SHM AGM, 7.15pm Dining Hall 
v Sat 1 / Sun 2 Nov – Remembrance masses at all 

masses 
v Melbourne Cup Parish BBQ – 12.30pm Pergola at rear 

of Parish House. All very welcome! 
v Thurs 7 Nov – PLDT mtg, 7.15pm Parish House 
v Sun 9 Nov – RSL Remembrance Service, 9am St 

Columba Church 
 



Elwood St Kilda West Parish website: www.elwoodstkildawestparish.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba  
      2.00pm COMMUNION SERVICE All welcome! 
  Sacred Heart Community, Grey St, St. Kilda.  
WEDNESDAY 9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY   9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
        11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
FRIDAY       9.00am MASS at St Columba Church 
                           

25 / 26 October – 30th Sunday of the Year 
 

SATURDAY   6.00pm  MASS at St Columba Church 
   
SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church    

           11.00am   MASS at Sacred Heart Church  
   

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     490.50 
Loose cash $     446.45 
Total  $     936.95 
Total after 41 weeks $ 41,400.55 
       Average $     1009.77 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      739.15 
Total after 41 weeks $  28120.80 
Average $      685.87 

 

    Our first collection is the Thanksgiving 
Collection which supports the day to day 
running of the parish and covers salaries, 

insurance, church/faith/liturgy requisites and general 
outgoings of the parish office. Our second collection 
is the Presbytery Collection which supports our 
parish priest.  Each quarter 25% is paid to the PRF. 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: baby Jack Green Withers 
1st anniversaries; James Francis, Victor Hunt, Iris Loney and those whose anniversaries are at this time;  

Neville Munday 2.10.13, Darryl O’Meara 15.12.13, Aivars Endzins 19.10.13, Kevin Charlton 23.10.13,  
Cora Deegan 3.10.73, Giovanna Stragis 17.10.11, Adrian Houben 24.10.11, Robert Rosewarne 24.10.11,  

Joseph Lashbrook 18.10.11, Peter Peters 30.10.11, Sylvia Stamper 8.10.10, Nunziata Panettieri 13.10.10,  
Guiseppina Barnao 12.10.10, Eileen Sage, Joan Eifermann 31.10.10, Michelina De Giorgio 7.10.94,  

Emmanuel De Giorgio 29.10.83, Eddy Rumengan 13.10.08, Guiseppina Contino, Dino Santini 13.10.1983 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for;   
Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran, Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Loretta McCormick,  

Vicki Howard, Diane McHugh, Henry Walker, Cath & Jim Woodwood, Camille Fraser, Danielle Lednar, Lynne Fielder, 
Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Leo Cash, Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, Brian Stackpole, Delsyia Fullinfaw,  

Bill Wancope, Jeanne Swan, John Kelly, Lin Da (undergoing major reconstructive surgery), Lesley Griffiths,  
Sr Margaret 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD  
  
  

                  FIRST READING: A reading from the prophet Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Give the Lord glory and honour. 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 1: 1-5 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:      ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
 SHINE ON THE WORLD LIKE BRIGHT STARS; 
 YOU ARE OFFERING IF THE WORD OF LIFE. 
 ALLELUIA! 
                  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 22: 15-21 
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 25 / 26 October   30th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: GREG PULLEN, MARYANNE PULLEN, THERESA ELLIS 
  C:CAROLINE PRICE 
   L: GREG PULLEN 
         SET UP: GREG & MARYANNE PULLEN 
 9.00AM  M: MARY MONAGLE, ROGER VAIL, ALECIA RATHBONE 
  C: RAYMOND BOLGER 
   L: ANGELA ELLIOT 
KIDS CHURCH: TBC 

Altar and Cleaning October: Leonard de Zilva 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: MARYANNE CULHANE, JULIAN QUINN, 

JEANNETTE QUINN 
   C: FIONA BASILE 
    L: ADRIAN CROPLEY / CARLO MARCON 
         SET UP: JULIAN QUINN 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: LITURGY TEAM 

          


