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Reflection on Gospel Mark 16: 15-20  
 
Today’s scriptures offer insights into Jesus’ glorious 
return to his heavenly Father at the end of this 
earthly ministry. In the First Reading, we hear the 
beginning of the second volume of Luke’s writings, the 
Acts of the Apostles. This book begins where his 
account of the Gospel ends. Like the author of any 
good sequel, he summarises of what happened in the 
previous episode. However, Luke’s presentation of 
events in Acts is different from is Gospel account. 
There, he situates Jesus’ Ascension on the day of the 
Resurrection (Luke 24: 49-50). In Acts, the Ascension 
occurs 40 days later. Luke does not intend to provide 
a factual chronology, but a story rich in symbolism. 
Forty days suggest a long period of time and evokes 
other significant Bible events. By the fourth century, 
the Church was reckoning its celebration of the 
Ascension 40 days after the Resurrection. 
The work of his earthly life completed, Jesus 
entrusts the continuation of his mission to the 
apostles, promising that they will be empowered by 
the gift of his Holy Spirit, which will arrive after he 
has departed. In today’s Gospel, we read the longer 
(and probably later) ending of the Gospel according to 
Mark, which tells us about that mission of the 
apostles. The letter to the Ephesians also speaks of 
mission, addressing all believers, including us, 
concerning the gifts of the Holy Spirit that will 
empower our work. 
In the middle of the letter, the author included a 
quotation from Psalm 68 to show how Jesus’ 
enthronement in heaven fulfilled this ancient text 
that was originally intended to celebrate Yahweh, 
enthroned on Mount Sinai. In the same way, Christians 
sing Psalm 47 as a hymn of joyful praise for God and 
Father and the Son, enthroned together. 
 

• In today’s readings, what important experiences 
prepared the 11 apostles for their mission? What 
resources do all disciples need for their mission? 

• Why is the Ascension a cause for joy rather than 
sorrow? 

• Describe your roll in continuing the mission of 
Jesus. 

 
 

Welcome to Amy baptised this weekend at  
St Columba’s. We pray blessings for her as she 

grows in faith and the love of her family. 

 
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of 
the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians of 
our parish land, whose cultures and customs have 
nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream. We 
honour the presence of these ancestors who reside 
in the imagination of this land and whose 
irrepressible spirituality flow through all creation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Parish Information 

Mothers Day Raffle Thank you to everyone who 
supported the raffle. Congratulations to Sr Brigid 
Arthur and Anne Dexter who were our winners! The 
raffle raised $205. 
 

Conversation dinners around a theme 
This is the first event in our conversation dinner series 
to be held at the Parish House once a month.  We hope 
to have conversation topics such: 
What is it like living as a Catholic in present day 
Australia ?  
What is it like to have or had cancer? 
What is it like to have a child with special needs? 
What is like living alone? 
What is like being a migrant in Australia? 
The aim of these conversation dinners is to invite us to 
draw on our lived experiences and share with each 
other as we reflect on a specific theme.   We hope to 
have around 6-8 guests at these dinners.  If we get 
more than 8 responses at any of these dinners, we will 
organise another dinner around the similar theme for 
the following month. Our first conversation dinner is 
on Friday May 29th at 7pm at the Parish House and 
the topic is "What is it like living as a Catholic in 
present day Australia?" Our second conversation dinner 
will be on Friday 26 June and the topic is "What is it 
like to have or had cancer?" Please phone Cynthia 
0421289380 or Maria 95316120. Do bring along a 
plate.  Looking forward to hearing from you and seeing 
you as a guest! Best wishes, Maria and Cynthia  
Coming up– Mass of healing & anointing at St. 
Columba’s Fri 29 May, 11am & light lunch to follow. 
The mass provides an opportunity for all of us to ask 
for healing in our own lives and in the wider 
community. It also asks parishioners to support those 
who come for anointing and healing. Anyone who can 
attend to support in this way would be greatly 
appreciated. Please also add your name to the list at 
the back of the church if you wish to stay for lunch, 
if you can offer food or transport on the day.  

Parish Thanksgiving Program: Making a regular weekly 
or monthly contribution to the Parish Thanksgiving 
Program makes a huge difference to the services we 
provide in the Parish.  Regular contributions of any size 
are truly appreciated, as they all help to sustain our 
Parish and provide for its future. We are self-funding, 
and we are currently running at a loss. Everything we 
do is financed by the Parish – the pastoral care, 
sacraments and other services are almost entirely 
financed by regular contributions and rent from Sacred 
Heart Mission. If you would like further information 
please feel free to call the parish office on 9531 6120 
or eskw@eskwparish.org 

Parish Thanksgiving Program July-Dec 2015:  
A letter to all involved in the current program and, 
where relevant new envelopes, is available at the 
back of the church in alphabetical order. Please 
contact Jane, jhearnes@eskwparish.org or 9531 
6120 if you would like to join the thanksgiving 
program or if there are any oversights. 

Presbytery Collection: Thank you to everyone who has 
responded to our call for support for the Presbytery 
(second) collection which supports Fr John.  You may 
not realise that if you support the thanksgiving 
collection by direct debit or credit card payment, this 
only contributes to the thanksgiving collection. The 
increasing use of direct debit and credit card is 
terrific for the thanksgiving collection but appears to 
have negatively affected the presbytery account. We 
appreciate any financial contribution but ask all 
parishioners to consider your support of the presbytery 
collection. 
 

RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.  
The journey continues - our little group of RCIA 
members (those wishing to explore becoming Catholic 
and those supporting them) will begin meeting again 
this coming Monday evening - 18th May, 7.30 - 9pm, in 
the Parish House - 2 Normandy Rd., Elwood. We have a 
couple of people beginning their exploration, joining 
with others whose journey continues. We would very 
much welcome anyone else who might be just thinking of 
becoming Catholic too - what does this mean? what's it 
all about? - no commitment is asked at this stage!  
And we also welcome any parishioners who'd like to join 
us in support, and perhaps also to keep on deepening 
their own understanding of our faith. For any enquiries, 
please just speak to Christine Mitchell or Maria George 
at mass or call 95316120. 
 

Accommodation Sought: The daughter of Sacred Heart  
parishioners is looking to rent a self-contained 
bungalow, flat or flatette in the St Kilda, Prahran area. 
She is 30 years old, is studying at University and works 
part time as a personal trainer around these areas. She 
is looking for a quiet premise to live for the next few 
years while at University. Please contact Neville on 
0424 908 301 if you can help out. Thank you. 
 

St Columba Stations of the Cross Restoration. With 
the help of our resident’ art restorer Carmela and 
other volunteers we hope to gradually restore all the  
Stations. The first working bee will be Saturday 23 
May 1.30pm-3.30pm. Many hands make light work and 
we really hope to have some strong volunteers and any 
other willing participants to help take down a few 
stations and work with Carmela to clean them. This will 
allow Carmela to focus her energy on any restoration 
work required.  
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Sacred Heart Mission 
It’s Dine with Heart month! A 31-day celebration during 
the month of May that brings together food, the 
community of St Kilda and its surrounds, to raise money 
for our Meals Program. This month, almost 20 
restaurants and cafes across St Kilda and nearby are 
holding various events to encourage people to “dine with 
heart”. Many of the participating restaurants are 
encouraging their customers to leave a tax-deductible 
$4 donation at the end of their meal; some are creating 
a signature dish especially for Dine with Heart month 
and donating proceeds from each order, while others 
are holding special charity events at their venues. We 
will have all the details about the various events on our 
website at the beginning of the week. The month 
culminates in the Dine with Heart formal dinner on 
stage at the Palais Theatre, 26 May. Tickets are selling 
fast. Every $4 raised covers the cost of a meal served 
in our dining hall – we’re aiming to raise $75,000. Please 
share your Dining Heart experience #DwHeart 
We hope to see you out at one these restaurants soon! 

St Columba Primary School 
St Columba’s Feast Day and The Feast of the 
Sacred Heart The school will celebrate its feast day 
with a liturgy in the church on June 9. The Year 6 
students will attend a liturgy for the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart on June 11 at Sacred Heart Church. 
Parents/ Guardians are welcome to attend. In 
preparation for this feast day all classes will be 
involved in our ‘Faith in Action’ day. This will be held on 
Tuesday 19 May. 

Wider Community 
Kiwanis Brighton Need Your Used Spectacles. They 
are the gift of sight for someone in a developing 
country. A pair of specs can be the difference between 
a child going to school or missing out on an education. 
Children’s and adults’ glasses (in good condition only) of 
all shapes and sizes are needed – we can’t accept cases 
or containers. Please place your used glasses in the 
collection box. Thank you! 
 

 
 

REFLECTION & PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR 
JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
Pope Francis has announced that 2016 be a Year of 
Jubilee. Jesus Christ is the Face of God’s Mercy and 
we the Church must be an ‘Oasis of Mercy’  You are 
invited to a Special Time of Prayer & Reflection with a 
Focus on the Jubilee Year of Mercy on Wednesday 
27th May from 7.30pm – 8.30pm at St. 
Mary’s Church 59 Holyrood St. Hampton. Presenter: 
Brother Mark O’Connor, Marist Brother who is Director 
of the Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation. All 
Welcome. Hosted by the Brighton Deanery. 
 

ACU are offering a Short Course on World Religions. 
It will be a great way to increase and deepen your 
understanding of major world religions from experts 
and practitioners and will be offered over 5 weeks: 
29 July: Confucianism and Taoism (Dr. Edmund Chia) 
5 August: Islam (Fatih Erol Tuncer) 
12 August: Judaism (Rabbi Fred Morgan) 
19 August: Hinduism (Rev. Dr. John Dupuche) 
26 August: Buddhism (Prof. John D'Arcy May) 
Time:  6-8pm (Refreshments from 6pm, lecture starts 
at 6:30pm). Venue:  Australian Catholic University, 115 
Victoria Parade, Fitzroy. Fees:  $80 for those requiring 
a Certificate of Attendance $40 for others 
Registration is essential and closes Friday 24 July. 
More info: http://acu.edu.au/theology/shortcourses 
 

The Aboriginal Catholic Ministry is organising a dinner 
at L’Unica Reception Centre, 476 Brunswick Rd, 
Parkville on 19th June, 6.30 for 7.00pm to say farewell 
and thank you to Vicki Clark on her retirement as 
Coordinator at Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, Melbourne. 
$75 pp, bookings essential www.trybooking.com/GEME 
Many parishioners would be aware of Vicki’s work at 
ACM over the past 25 years, and of her vital role in 
facilitating processes of reconciliation between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in both local and 
national communities. Within the Catholic community in 
Melbourne Vicki has been extremely effective in raising 
the level of consciousness of the moral and justice 
issues involved.  
 

Copies of the Kairos are available ($2) at the back of 
church. It features ‘Writings About Mary’. 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Weekends in May – Parish Mass Count 
v Sunday 17 May – Chaplaincy Sunday 
v Sun 17 May – Baptisms, 12.30pm St Columba 
v Mon 18 May – Prep Class Mass, 9.15am upstairs at school 
v Mon 18 May – RCIA mtg, 7.30pm-9pm Parish House 
v Wed 20 May – SVdP mtg, 7.30pm Parish House 
v Thurs 21 May, Visitors mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v Sat 23 May – Station of the Cross working bee, 1.30-

3.30pm St Columba 
 

v Sat 23 May – Sacrament of Reconciliation, 4.30pm 
St Columba Church 

v Sat 23 May – 1/2Y Class Mass, 6pm St Columba 
Church 

v Mon 25 May – Sacrament of Reconciliation, 5pm & 
7pm St Columba Church 

v Mon 25 May – Small Christian Community mtg, 
7.30pm Parish House 

v Tues 26 May – SHM Board mtg 
v Fri 29 May – Healing & Anointing Mass, 11am followed 

by light lunch 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
  2.00pm  MASS All Welcome 
  at Sacred Heart Community, Grey St, St Kilda 
WEDNESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY    11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart 
   FRIDAY      9.00am MASS at St Columba 
                               

    

23 / 24 May – Pentecost Sunday       

SATURDAY   6.00pm   MASS at St Columba Church 
         

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
            11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
 

COLLECTIONS Last weekend 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     665.50 
Loose cash $     166.90 
Total  $     832.40 
Total after 19 weeks $  19167.25 
 Average $    1008.80 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      719.65 
Total after 19 weeks $   14090.60 
Average $      741.61 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day to day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish 
office. Our second collection is the Presbytery 
Collection which supports our parish priest.  Each 
quarter 25% is paid to the Priests Retirement 
Foundation. 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Mary Norman (former manager of aged care at SHM) 
1st anniversaries; Nic Borgia, Fr Maurice ‘Lou’ Heriot, Ben & Shannon McAuliffe’s twin baby girls, Fr Desmond Byrne, 

Doreen Jewell, Helen Haddad, Neville Gittany, 2nd anniversary Sally Marks 29.4.1, 3rd anniversary Annie O’Grady,  
25th anniversary Kathleen Gleeson, and those whose anniversaries are at this time;, Carol Bowes 3.5.01,  

Marie Fisher 28.4, Merve Beard, Mavis Wylie 6.4, David Nightingale, Michael Laraghy, Jurek Bebejewski,  
Tony Fonti 24.4.09, Graeme Geebung, Stephanie Skukan, Bert Briglia, Luke Domsek, John Philips 9.4.11,  

Jimmy Dalton 7.4.10, David O’Donoghue 2010, Nunziata Panettieri, Geoffrey Cooper 19.4.95,  
John Joseph Doolan 18.4.00, Honor Josephine Courtney 16.4.75, Kevin Donal Courtney 19.4.74, Michele Pescatore, 

Maria Duca, Anthony Haddad, John Haddad, Eileen & Sylvester Courtney 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for; Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran,  
Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, 

Brian Stackpole, Jeanne Swan, Lesley Griffiths, Sr Margaret, Robin Blaine, Marlene Foster,  
Tony Patane, Jackie Pyster, Leanne Wright, Lola Barnes, Albert Sasson, Margaret Campbell, Barbara Kenny 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD    
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 1: 1-11 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 1: 17-23  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
   GO AND TEACH ALL PEOPLE MY GOSPEL. 
 I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, UNTIL THE END OF THE WORLD. 
 ALLELUIA! 
GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark: 16: 15-20  
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 23 / 24 May  PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: GREG PULLEN, MARYANNE PULLEN, VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
  C: CAROLINE PRICE  
   L: GREG PULLEN 
         SET UP: GREG & MARYANNE PULLEN 
 9.00AM  M: THERESA ELLIS, ROGER VAIL, ALECIA RATHBONE 
  C: RAYMOND BOLGER 
   L: ANGELA ELLIOT 
KIDS CHURCH: TBC 

Altar and Cleaning May: Maryanne Pullen 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: ANN DEXTER, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
   C: ADRIAN CROPLEY / CARLO MARCON 
    L: TONI VATTA / RAMON LOPEZ 
         SET UP: LEGION OF MARY 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: LITURGY TEAM 

          


