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Gospel Reflection: Mark 8: 27-35 
 
The Gospel according to Mark, which we have been 
reading so often during this past year, was the first 
of the accounts to be written. Today’s Gospel reading 
will be more meaningful if we remember the 
circumstances in which Mark was composing his 
narrative. He was writing for Christians in Rome who 
were facing persecution under Nero in 65 AD. They 
were asking, “Is it necessary to accept suffering in 
order to be faithful to Jesus Christ?” 
Throughout his narrative, Mark presents a very human 
Jesus who also does not want to suffer, but who 
realises that if he is going to be faithful to his Father 
and to his mission, he will have to endure the cross. 
Jesus tells his disciples that “the Son of Man must 
suffer greatly ... and be killed.” 
But Peter, who had, just a few verses earlier, heartily 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah, spoke to Jesus 
privately “and began to rebuke him.” Mark does not 
tell us exactly what Peter said, but we can surmise 
that Peter believed Jesus did not need to suffer and 
die. For Peter, this was self evident: Since Jesus was 
the expected Christ, the Messiah who would free 
Israel from Roman oppression he would overcome his 
enemies, not be killed by them. 
In response, Jesus rebuked Peter harshly: “Get 
behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, 
but as human beings do.” Peter had tempted Jesus to 
refuse the cross, rather than to accept it. Jesus then 
taught the crowd what Mark is teaching his audience: 
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me.” For Peter and the 
disciples, as well as for the Christians of Mark’s 
community, this was a hard teaching. Yet it is central 
to the faith, We, too, must be willing to embrace the 
cross to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
• What is Jesus teaching about suffering in today’s 

Gospel? 
• How is today’s psalm related to Jesus’ reaching 

about suffering? 
• In what ways does death lead to life? 
 
 

Priests Retirement Foundation Father’s Day Appeal. 
This appeal supports the sick and retired priests of 
the Archdiocese and is an important way to show our 
support for the priests who have been part of our 
parish & wider community in the past. Envelopes are 
available this weekend, thank you to those who have 
already made a donation.  

 
WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 

with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
We warmly welcome Fr Brian McDermott  

as Presider for masses this weekend. 
 

 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears 
of the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians 
of our parish land, whose cultures and customs 
have nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land 
since men and women awoke from the great 
dream. We honour the presence of these 
ancestors who reside in the imagination of this 
land and whose irrepressible spirituality flow 
through all creation. 

 
 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
 

Coming up at Mass: 
• Sat 19 / Sun 20 Sept – UN International Peace Day 
• Sun 27 September – Social Justice Sunday 

Parish Information 
#LightTheDark Melbourne 
On Monday night last a few of us from the parish 
attended the  #LightTheDark rally in Treasury Gardens. 
This was a rally in support of refugees and asylum 
seekers, prompted by the horrific images we have all 
seen recently. A crowd of about 5,000 gathered in the 
drizzle to stand in solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters around the world, who are fleeing war and 
persecution. We heard from two refugees who have 
settled here – a young man from Afghanistan who is 
almost finished a combined law/business degree and a 
woman from Pakistan who is now an activist and advocate 
for educating women  and the benefits that spring from 
this. Their individual stories were harrowing and I can’t 
begin to imagine how a person can stay sane much less be 
such achievers as they are. What a great contribution 
they are making to our society. Rallies were held in major 
cities and regional towns across Australia on Monday 
night and through the week. This is the generous, kind 
Australia we all know and love – not the mean spirited, 
agenda driven, double speak of some of our elected 
representatives. I can’t imagine the horror these people 
have seen in their short lives and all I think is   ‘there 
but for the grace of God, go I’. One of our greatest 
commandments is to love our neighbour and to paraphrase 
that wonderful Irish poet Seamus Heaney – The whole 
world is our neighbour. 
“Lifeboat Geelong” Appeal. Thank you very much to 
everyone who supported our appeal last weekend – so 
far over $600 has been raised! We have prepared 
some slips for anyone who would like to make a 
donation using a credit card or by direct debit. 

This year's Parish Retreat will be on the weekend of 13-
14 November. It will be facilitated by Fr John and held 
in the Parish Centre, in St Columba's Primary School, 
Elwood. Hopefully the weather will be nice enough for us 
to spend some time sharing a meal and a chat in the 
pergola. A brochure providing further information on the 
retreat will be available next week. Expressions of 
interest in attending the Retreat to Jane Hearnes. We 
look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Prayer Partners for First Eucharist: Thank you very 
much to everyone who volunteered to be a prayer 
partner. Don’t forget to write your letter or letters. 
We invite you to whole-heartedly take up this 
opportunity to show our youngest parishioners that our 
faith community holds all its members in its heart. 
 

On Saturday 21 November, St. Columba’s school are 
holding a twilight fair from 3-8pm and the parish has 
been generously invited to participate. This is a great 
opportunity to demonstrate our relationship with the 
school to the wider community and raise some funds. We 
have decided to run a tea/coffee and cake stall, as this is 
not available at the fair. There are lots of wonderful 
cooks, chefs, bakers etc. in the parish and we are asking 
for contributions of cakes and confectionery of all sorts. 
Please sign up at the sheet at the back of church.  

Sacred Heart Mission 
It's only a few weeks until the Heart of St Kilda 
Concert on 22 September. The Concert is a night of 
magic on the stage of the @Palais, starring a brilliant 
lineup of musicians and comedians, all united to help raise 
money for Sacred Heart Mission's Meals Program. Stars 
include The Black Sorrows, Kasey Chambers, Arj Barker, 
Tim Rogers, Denise Scott, Leonard & Slava Grigoryan, 
Dave Callan, Emma Donovan and many more! Cost $99 A 
Reserve, $79 B Reserve Book tickets through 
Ticketmaster. Check out the full lineup via our official 
event trailer. Please share/like/favourite/comment on 
this trailer and spread the word! 
Web: https://www.sacredheartmission.org/support-
us/events/heart-of-st-kilda-charity-event 
The hashtag we're using is #heartofstkilda 

St Columba Primary School 
A Musical In A Month: ‘Under the Big Top’. The 
excitement is really starting to build up. The children 
have been rehearsing all term and can’t wait to hit the 
stage. It is going to be a fabulous show and if you haven’t 
already purchased your tickets now is the time. THIS 
COMING Wednesday 16 September, 6.30pm at St 
Kilda Town Hall. Tickets can be purchased from the 
school or via direct debit BSB: 083 347 A/C: 646508233 
Tickets $20 12+, $10 5-12years  

Wider Community 
Part–Time Manager/Housekeeper for Presentation 
Sisters at Brighton  
The Presentation Sisters seek to employ a part-time 
Manager/Housekeeper Monday to Friday 25hrs per week 
to cater for the needs of a community of retired Sisters. 
The role requires care, compassion and understanding of 
the aged.  It requires effective staff communication and 
household management skills. Computer competency is 
necessary. The appointee will be required to collaborate 
with and direct other employed staff. A police check is 
essential. Applications close 30th September. Apply in 
writing or via email to – Administrative Officer 
Presentation Sisters Centre, PO Box 2276, St Kilda 
West 3182, Email: admin@presvic.org.au Phone: 
95347044    
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My Lebanese Kitchen’s Step into Spring Classes 
My Lebanese Kitchen is very excited to launch its up and 
coming Spring classes. Each class offers a complete, well 
balanced and delicious menu, as well as creating individual 
dishes that would complement most tables.   
Love Chicken - learn to cook chicken in two different and 
delicious ways including the famous Lebanese chicken and 
rice dish topped with golden almonds. 
Arabian Delights - we will create four decadent 
Lebanese sweets. 
Sensational Spring Salads - fresh and colourful salads 
influenced from around the world. 
Lebanese Banquet – an absolute feast for the senses.  
Family Favourites – an enticing array of some family 
favourites including baba ghanouj (smoked eggplant 
dip). Perfect for vegetarian 
The Essential Lebanese Cuisine - Lebanon’s most popular 
dishes including two national dishes. 
Summer BBQ, Lebanese Style - This menu is all about 
BBQ -Lebanese style. 
Gluten and dairy free options available. 
For full details on classes, enquiries and bookings 
visit mylebanesekitchen.com.au or call Bernadette on 
0409 117 247 
 

Public launch of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social 
Justice Statement 2015/16:  ‘FOR THOSE WHO’VE 
COME ACROSS THE SEAS. Justice for refugees and 
Asylum Seekers” 1.00pm – 2.00pm Tuesday 15th 
September 2015  by Bishop Vincent Long 

The launch will take place -  literally -  ON THE WATERS 
EDGE   - directly opposite Etihad Stadium (131 
Harbourside Esplanade , Docklands)  and easily reached 
by a brisk 7 minute walk from Southern Cross Station. 
Everyone is most welcome. RSVP justice@cam.org.au 

 

 “Life without hope cannot be” Tisso. Defying 
genocide: Nuba and Sudan The Institute of Sisters of 
Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea and Australian 
Catholic University are hosting this Art Exhibition 
from 29 September – 2 October, 2015. The 
exhibition shows art works and stories expressing the 
daily life of Sudan’s Nuba Mountain people who live in a 
war zone. The art and stories speak eloquently of their 
faith, gratitude, resilience and hope as they struggle for 
liberation, dignity and education.  The Launch of “Life 
without hope cannot be” is on Tuesday 29 September 
2015 -5.30pm - 7.30pm. Please RSVP 
nicolerotaru0@gmail.com 

 
Resources and ideas for the upcoming Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy Saturday 17 October, 10am - 
3pm Catholic Leadership Centre, East Melbourne 
 The Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation invites you 
to a special planning day to 'taste and see' what the Year 
of Mercy is all about and how to participate in your local 
community. With two keynote presentations and up to 
14 workshops to choose from, this day is especially useful 
for parish pastoral councils, liturgy/RCIA teams, music 
teams, school leadership/RE teams, outreach teams and 
youth groups. Internationally-acclaimed presenters 
(including our very own Maria George) Internationally-
acclaimed author and retreat leader Margaret Silf (UK) 
takes us on a journey through the 'parables of mercy', 
while Br Mark O'Connor illuminates what Pope Francis 
means when he says, "Perhaps we have forgotten what it 
is to show and live the way of mercy". Don't miss the 
special early bird rates - $20 per person and a flat rate 
of $80 for groups of 4 or more. Registration price 
includes a resource pack, morning tea and lunch. 
Contact Maria or Jane if you are interested in joining a 
group going from the parish. 

Royal Commission  
THE ROYAL Commission will hold a public hearing to 
inquire into the response of the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Melbourne to allegations of child sexual abuse. The public 
hearing will commence on a date to be confirmed during 
the period 23 November to 18 December in Melbourne at 
the County Court of Victoria. The Melbourne hearing will 
be co-ordinated with the continuation of the hearing into 
the Catholic Church authorities in Ballarat and evidence 
from witnesses common to each hearing will be received. 
Further evidence in the Ballarat hearing, including the 
response of the Christian Brothers, together with final 
submissions in relation to the Ballarat hearing will be 
heard in Ballarat in the first half of next year. 
The scope and purpose is to inquire into: 
1. The experience of survivors of child sexual abuse by 
Catholic clergy associated with the Holy Family Parish, 
Doveton, and Holy Family Primary School, Doveton. 
2. The response of relevant authorities within or 
associated with the Archdiocese of Melbourne to 
allegations of child sexual abuse against these Catholic 
clergy. 
3. Any related matters. 
The public hearing will be streamed live to the public via 
webcast at www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au. 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Wed 16 Sept - St Columba Primary School musical, 
6.30pm St Kilda Town Hall 

v Wed 16 Sept – St Vincent de Paul mtg, 7.30pm Parish 
House 

v Thurs 17 Sept – Visiting team mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v Sat 19 / Sun 20 Sept – Celebrating UN International 

Peace Day 
 
 

v Sun 27 Sept – Social Justice Sunday 
v Mon 28 Sept – Small Christian Community mtg, 

7.30pm Parish House 
v Thurs 1 Oct – Liturgy team mtg, 7.30pm Parish House 
v Tues 6 Oct – St Columba Education Board mtg 
v Wed 7 Oct – First Eucharist Family Night, 7pm 

upstairs at school 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY      9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
  2.00pm  COMMUNION SERVICE All Welcome 
  at Avonsleigh Community, 41-43 Robe St, St Kilda 
WEDNESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY    11.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at SH 
 FRIDAY       9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Col 
                               

    

19 / 20 September   25th Sunday of the Year 
Presider: Fr Brian McDermott       

SATURDAY   6.00pm   MASS at St Columba Church 
      

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
            11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
 

COLLECTIONS: Last weekend 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      446.00 
Loose cash $      157.10 
Total  $      603.10 
Total after 36 weeks $  34645.65 
 Average $      962.38 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $       781.10 
Total after 36 weeks $   24842.90 
Average $       690.08 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day-to-day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish office.  
Our second collection is the Presbytery Collection 
which supports our parish priest.  Each quarter 
25% is paid to the Priests Retirement Foundation. 
 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Richard Hellard (Janine’s father) 
1st anniversaries; Lydia Ulehla 24.9.14 (mother of Boris Uhlela, Inez Piccone & Ariane Vincent), John Hart, Geoff Lee,  

Darryl Carmichael and those whose anniversaries are at this time; Annetta Tesoriero, Irene Moore,  
Marica Cvitanovic, Victor Hunt 26.9, Graeme Johnson 7.9.12, John Duffy 11.9 Peter Courtney 19.9.11,  

Ivy D’Lima 12.9.11, Nevil Ryan 2.9.11, Joan Jayne 17.9.11, Rosario Patane 1.8, Gabriele Ramen 21.9,  
Edmund George 30.9.06, Kevin Sullivan 27.9.87 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for; Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran,  
Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, 

Brian Stackpole, Jeanne Swan, Lesley Griffiths, Sr Margaret, Robin Blaine, Marlene Foster, Tony Patane,  
Jackie Pyster, Leanne Wright, Lola Barns, Albert Sasson, Margaret Campbell, Barbara Kenny, Tony Palmer,  

River Stewart (18 months old), (Leslie) Anthony Jones, Trevor Fletcher, Pat Herkess, Sophie Durnan,  
Cynthia Joseph, Call Orr 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD    
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the prophet Isaiah 50:5-9 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of the living. 

      SECOND READING:  A reading from the letter of St James 2: 14-18 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
   MY ONLY GLORY IS THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
 WHICH CRUCIFIES THE WORLD TO ME AND ME TO THE WORLD. 
 ALLELUIA! 

  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 8: 27-35  
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 19 / 20 September  25th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: ERNIE O’KEEFE, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
   C: JOHN SHEELY 
   L: BRIGID ARTHUR 
         SET UP: MARIA GEORGE 
 9.00AM  M: EMMA BEVILACQUA, LOU BEVILACQUA, MARIA KOVACEVIC 
  C: LINA TESORIERO 
   L: DOMINIC TESORIERO 

 
Altar and Cleaning September: Maryanne Pullen 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: SERGIO TORRES DA COSTA, ALAN GRUNER, 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
   C: KELLEY MCMENAMIN 
    L: NANCYE EDWARDS 
         SET UP: KELLEY MCMENAMIN 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: JOHN SHEELY  

          


