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Reflection on today’s Gospel: Matthew 22: 1-14 
What would a party be without food? How could we 
celebrate a holiday with family and friends without 
the traditional ample food and drink? Sharing food 
brings people together. It should not come as a 
surprise that food figures prominently in Isaiah’s 
prophecy about God’s ultimate victory and in 
Matthew’s story about the dominion of heaven. God’s 
feast is the finest of all banquets. But today we see 
two very different sides of it. 
At Isaiah’s mountaintop banquet, God, the gracious 
host, provides the finest foods and sees to the guests’ 
comfort in every way. Isaiah is describing a vision of 
hope for a people under attack, first from Assyria and 
then from Babylon. In this version, God has only to 
speak and the sorrow and death will be taken away 
forever. God is the anticipated savior of whom Israel 
has waited in her siege and exile. 
By contrast, Matthew’s wedding feast features a king 
whose judgement seems, at best, harsh. First he 
invites a crowd of thugs, and when they not only 
refuse to come but continue their thuggery, he slays 
them and rounds up everyone in town to take their 
places. Then he throws out one poor neighbor because 
he didn’t have the right clothes. Matthew is not 
comforting a people under siege or describing a vision 
of what is to come, but addressing the challenges of 
discipleship. True disciples of Jesus boldly respond to 
God’s invitation. They are prepared, not tentative or 
hesitant when the invitation comes. 
Matthew’s parable takes aim at those who squander 
God’s generosity and promise of faithfulness. They 
turn their backs; they abuse their relationship with 
God, believing that God will continue to ring the dinner 
bell for them. What host would invite such rude 
people? The successful banquet includes people who 
want to be there and who are willing to do their part 
to make it successful. The invitation goes out to 

everyone, but not everyone is willing or able to 
participate. 
• What is the significance of eating together for 

our culture and for the Christian community? 
• Why do you think the master was so impatient 

with those unsuitable dressed? Why was it 
important to have the hall filled with guests 
before the feast? 

                  At Home with the Word © LTP 
 
 

We warmly welcome Fr John back from his holiday 
and also wish him a very Happy Birthday.  
Terry Wade is Presider at 6pm Mass this weekend 
and we thank him very much for all his support over 
the last month. Thank you also to Michael Gilbert, 
Michael Hardie and Hilton Deakin for their 
support. A special thank you to Maria who has 
worked tirelessly while John has been away.  
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
 

 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of 
the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians of 
our parish land, whose cultures and customs have 
nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream. We 
honour the presence of these ancestors who reside 
in the imagination of this land and whose 
irrepressible spirituality flow through all creation. 

 
 
 
 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 

\ 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Parish Information 

The Sunday is Respect Life Sunday which occurs at the 
same time as Pope Francis’ Synod on the Family. 
Copies of a media release from Catholics for Renewal on 
the Synod are available at the back of church. 
 

Upcoming dates for your diary: 
Melbourne Cup Weekend Lunch 
You are invited to a relaxed, social 
get together to meet with old (and 
new) friends from across our 
parish village community.   
Date: Sunday 2 November 
Time: 12.30- 2.00 pm 

Place: The pergola, 
rear of Parish House, 
2 Normandy Road, 
Elwood. There will be 
some snags on the 
barby; please bring 
along your own food 
and drinks and some 

winning tips! There will be a few Melbourne Cup sweeps 
going for those who want to pick a winner for Melbourne 
Cup Day. We look forward to seeing you there – all 
friends and family very welcome.  
If you are able to assist with preparation and/or on the 
day, or in you need transport, please call the Parish 
House on 9531 6120 
 

One of our parishioners, Bernadette Cheet, runs 
Lebanese cooking classes at the LG Kitchen in South 
Melbourne and has kindly agreed to run a class for our 
parish, at a discounted rate of $60 (12 places available 
All places are booked for the session on Saturday 8 
November. Let us know if you are still interested 
though or look on Bernadette’s website for other 
classes www.mylebanesekitchen.com.au  
 

Welcome to Clementine baptised this weekend at 
Sacred Heart. We pray blessings for her as she 
grows in faith and the love of her family. 

 

The opportunity for adults seeking to complete their 
sacramental journey continues. We have the chance to 
join Tim as he prepares to celebrate Eucharist and 
confirmation later this year. All are welcome to come to 
these faith exploration nights - THIS Tuesday 
October 14 at 7pm (prior to attending the Anti-
Poverty Vinnies night) & Tuesday November 28 at 
7.30pm. All at 2 Normandy Rd, Elwood. 
 

Congratulations to Bernadette Palmer who recently 
celebrated her 90th Birthday. Wishing you every 
blessing of health and happiness Bernadette.  

 

Parish Community Weekend: Don Bosco Camp 14-16 
November - cost approx $80pp. Thank you to those 
who have expressed an interest. We really need to 
be clearer about numbers within the next two weeks 
– if not enough numbers it may not be able to go 
ahead. The feedback from last year’s weekend was 
wonderful so remind your friends and put your name 
down ASAP. No commitment required yet – we will 
send a letter with further details to those 
interested later in October. Thank you! 

Anti Poverty Week 12-18 October: A night 
THIS Tuesday 14th October 7.30pm in the Parish 
Centre, to be with our local Vinnies group - hearing them 
speak about what they see and hear in our area, and 
what they do on our behalf. And they will be cooking for 
us a simple meal made with the kind of ingredients they 
give to people they visit - and that are so generously 
donated by some of our parishioners too.  
To help with this, it would be good to know numbers, so 
please do call the parish 95316120 if you'd like to come 
along - for information and education, for support of 
Vinnies, and for this Anti-Poverty week event.  
 

Parish Library Interested in Art – especially religious 
art. There are some fine reproductions in the library – 
come and browse. Recommended: Sister Rosemary 
Crumlin’s reproduction and history of The Blake Prize.                                                      
Vocabulary: Debate: Fish in schools are sometimes 
caught in debate. Calendar: A thief who stole a 
calendar, got twelve months. 

St Columba Primary School 
ANTI-POVERTY WEEK – 12TH TO 18TH OCTOBER 
During next week teachers and children will focus on 
poverty and what we can do to understand and alleviate 
poverty. On Wed 22nd we are having a ‘bread roll 
playlunch’ to have a related experience to help us 
understand what it might be like to be hungry.  
 

READING VOLUNTEER needed on FRIDAYS.  
As part of our BUDDY READING Program this term we 
need an adult volunteer to hear 8 Year 1/2 children do a 
final read of their selected text each Friday. They will 
have practised this book with their buddy during the 
week and need to be "signed off" by an adult at the end 
of the week. If you have a spare half hour on a Friday 
we would really appreciate your assistance. Please email 
me at hhall@scelwood.catholic.edu.au if you could be 
available on a regular basis this term. 
Many thanks- Helen Hall 
 

Sacred Heart Mission 
The latest edition of Heartbeat is available at the back 
of church. It has some wonderful articles highlighting 
the work of the Mission, including Fr John’s column ‘Not 
over there but part of us’. 
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Wider Community 
Anti-Poverty Week is being held THIS WEEK with 
events and coverage of issues in the community and the 
media, all designed to raise awareness of the issues 
surrounding poverty and hardship. Poverty and severe 
hardship affect more than a million Australians. Around 
the world, more than a billion people are desperately 
poor. In Anti-Poverty Week, YOU can help fight poverty 
and hardship!  
The main aims of Anti-Poverty Week are to: 

• Strengthen public understanding of the causes and 
consequences of poverty and hardship around the 
world and in Australia; and 

• Encourage research, discussion and action to 
address these problems, including action by 
individuals, communities, organisations and 
governments. 

Everyone is encouraged to help reduce poverty and 
hardship by organising an activity during the Week 
or taking part in an activity organised by others. 
 

Melbourne Conversations: Anti-Poverty Week Forum 
Launch. The City of Melbourne is pleased to invite you 
to a challenging public forum around the causes and 
consequences of poverty in our community. “Does 
poverty exist in our community?” We ask this obvious 
question to a range of public commentators as a timely 
provocation to launch Anti-Poverty Week in Victoria. 
Monday 13 October 11am-12.15pm. Deakin Edge, 
Federation Square. Free entry, no booking required. 
Melbourne Conversations is a City of Melbourne 
initiative that uses the forum of free public discussions 
and debate on popular themes to speak with Melbourne’s 
various communities. 
 

Spirituality in the Pub: SIP at the Nott. Speaking 
for a Peaceful Future by Arda Aghazarian. Tuesday 14 
October 7.30pm-9pm, Bistro Room, The Notting Hill 
Hotel 260-262 Ferntree Gully Road, Clayton. Arda is a 
Armenian Palestinian Christian from the Old City of 
Jerusalem. Growing up through violence and military 
occupation, she has become an advocate for justice and 
peace in the Holy Land, with particular emphasis on 
conflict resolution and women’s rights.  
 
 

 

 
St. Gerard Majellan Blessing of Families.    
The Redemptorist Brother St. Gerard Majella is widely 
venerated as a patron of mothers and families. To 
celebrate the feast of St. Gerard Majellan, there  will 
be a Blessing of Families on Sunday October 19 in the 
Redemptorist Chapel at Majellan House, 257 St. Kilda 
Street, Brighton (next to the Royal Brighton Yacht 
Club) at 2.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.          
 

Spirituality in the Pub, an initiative of Catalyst for 
Renewal. “Pope Francis sheds light amid darkness in our 
world”, Wednesday 22 October at 7.30pm Sandringham 
Hotel, cnr Beach Rd & Melrose St. Professor Joseph 
Camilleri is Emeritus Professor, La Trobe University 
Melbourne and is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of 
Social Sciences. Call Francesca is you are interested in 
joining others from the parish 9593 8653. All are 
welcome to gather for a meal from 6pm – phone the 
hotel and specify the booking is for SIP 9598 7255 
 

Melbourne Catholic Migrant & Refugee Office: 
Ancient Cultures, New Features: A photographic 
exhibition for Sri Lankan reconciliation 
9 - 25 October 2014, 12.00 noon - 5.00 pm Wednesdays 
– Sundays at Raglan St Gallery, 14 Raglan St, N 
Melbourne 
Common People, Common Dreams: Walk Together 
Saturday, 25 October 2014, 12.30 pm at the State 
Library – walking to the Treasury Gardens 
 

An evening sponsored by Catalyst for Renewal & 
Catholics for Renewal: ‘The Role of Church Law in the 
Child Abuse Issue: Help or Hindrance?’ Presenter: 
Kieran Tapselll; Responder: Rev Dr Ian Waters. Kieran is 
a retired lawyer with degrees in theology and law and is 
the author of the recently published ‘Potiphar’s Wife: 
The Vatican’s Secret and Child Sexual Abuse.’ Ian is an 
eminent canon lawyer and the Emeritus Judicial Vicar 
(Presiding Judge) of the Catholic Tribunal for Victoria 
and Tasmania. Wednesday 29 October, 7.30pm 
Pumphouse Hotel, 128 Nicholson St Fitzroy. There is a 
group of parishioners attending – please contact 
Francesca Shelton if you are interested 9593 8653. 
 

The latest edition of Kairos is available ($2) at the back 
of church.  
 
 
 
 
 

                                              Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Thurs 9 Oct – Liturgy team mtg, 7.30pm Parish House 
v Mon 13 Oct – Baptism preparation night, 7.30pm Parish 

House 
v Tues 14 Oct – 7pm Faith exploration night, 7.30pm 

Parish House 
v Tues 14 Oct – 7.30pm Anti Poverty week event – 

presentation & meal by our St Vincent de Paul 
conference, Parish Centre 
 
 
 

v Thurs 16 Oct – SKEGS mtg, 2.30pm Parish House 
v Sat 25 Oct – 1/2B Class Mass, 6pm St Columba 
v Sun 26 Oct – Commissioning of SVdeP, 11am Sacred 

Heart Church 
v Sun 26 Oct – Baptisms, 12.30pm St Columba 
v Mon 27 Oct – 5/6P Class Mass, 9.15am upstairs at St 

Columba School 
v Mon 27 Oct – Small Christian Community, 7.30pm 

Parish House 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba  
      2.00pm MASS All welcome! 
  Avonsleigh Community, 41-43 RobeSt, St. Kilda.  
WEDNESDAY 9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY   9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
        11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
FRIDAY       9.00am MASS at St Columba Church 
                           

18 / 19 October – 29th Sunday of the Year 
 

SATURDAY   6.00pm  MASS at St Columba Church 
   
SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church    

           11.00am   MASS at Sacred Heart Church  
   

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $    1128.50 
Loose cash $     398.90 
Total  $    1527.40 
Total after 40 weeks $ 40463.60 
       Average $     1011.59 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     1201.30 
Total after 340weeks $  27381.65 
Average $      684.54 

 

    Our first collection is the Thanksgiving 
Collection which supports the day to day 
running of the parish and covers salaries, 

insurance, church/faith/liturgy requisites and general 
outgoings of the parish office. Our second collection 
is the Presbytery Collection which supports our 
parish priest.  Each quarter 25% is paid to the PRF. 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: June Stewart (formerly of Elwood Parish), Paul Glover 
1st anniversaries; James Francis, Victor Hunt, Iris Loney and those whose anniversaries are at this time; Neville 
Munday 2.10.13, Darryl O’Meara 15.12.13, Aivars Endzins 19.10.13, Kevin Charlton 23.10.13, Cora Deegan 3.10.73, 
Giovanna Stragis 17.10.11, Adrian Houben 24.10.11, Robert Rosewarne 24.10.11, Joseph Lashbrook 18.10.11, Peter 

Peters 30.10.11, Sylvia Stamper 8.10.10, Nunziata Panettieri 13.10.10, Guiseppina Barnao 12.10.10, Eileen Sage, Joan 
Eifermann 31.10.10, Michelina De Giorgio 7.10.94, Emmanuel De Giorgio 29.10.83, Eddy Rumengan 13.10.08, 

Guiseppina Contino   
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for;   
Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran, Mairead Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Loretta McCormick,  

Vicki Howard, Diane McHugh, Henry Walker, Cath & Jim Woodwood, Camille Fraser, Danielle Lednar, Lynne Fielder, 
Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Leo Cash, Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, Brian Stackpole, Delsyia Fullinfaw,  

Bill Wancope, Jeanne Swan, John Kelly, Lin Da (undergoing major reconstructive surgery), Lesley Griffiths,  
Sr Margaret 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  
  
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD  
  
  

                  FIRST READING: A reading from the prophet Isaiah 25: 6-10 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 4 12-14, 19-20 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:      ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
 MAY THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 ENGLIGHTEN THE EYES OF OUR HEART 
 THAT WE MIGHT SEE HOW GREAT IS THE HOPE TO WHICH WE ARE CALLED. 
 ALLELUIA! 
                  GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 22: 1-14 
 
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 18 / 19 October   29th Sunday of the Year 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: HARMONIE CRIBBES, JANET CRIBBES, MARY-LOUISE ZEENG 
  C: JOHN SHEELY 
   L: BRIGID ARTHUR 
         SET UP: MARY-LOUISE ZEENG 
 9.00AM  M: MARYANNE PULLEN, GREG PULLEN, VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
  C: LINA TESORIERO 
   L: DOMINIC TESORIERO 
KIDS CHURCH: TBC 

Altar and Cleaning October: Leonard de Zilva 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: ANNE DEXTER, SERGIO TORRES DA COSTA, 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
   C: TONI VATTA 
    L: NANCY EDWARDS 
         SET UP: LEGION OF MARY 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: JOHN SHEELY 

          


