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Reflection on Gospel: John 20: 19-31  
 
Today’s Gospel reading describes two events. One 
takes place on the evening of the first Easter Sunday. 
The second occurs a week later, so it is timely for this 
Second Sunday of Easter. Once again, the theme of 
the disciples’ unbelief comes to the fore. 
So does their fear. On the first evening, and even a 
week later, they are behind locked doors for fear 
that they too will be arrested and put to death. (In 
fact, several of them were martyred much later.) The 
motif of the “locked doors” – mentioned twice – serves 
not only to highlight the disciples’ fear, but also to 
emphasize the changed nature of the body of the 
risen Jesus. His is a glorified body that is not stopped 
by locked doors, yet clearly there is continuity 
between his risen body and earthly body, evident in 
his wounds that enable Thomas to recognise him and 
to believe. 
Jesus’ encounter with Thomas’s doubt becomes the 
occasion to speak a word of blessing for all those in 
future generations who would believe in him without 
seeing him. The evangelist adds a postscript at the 
end of today’s Gospel: he has written his Gospel 
precisely so that his readers – a later generation? – 
“may come to believe.” 
The theme of believing is a thread uniting each of 
today’s readings. The first, from Acts, offers us a 
picture of the “community of believers” (the first 
Christians who were the church). The reading from 
the first letter of John stresses the fundamental 
change that comes about as a result of faith in Christ. 
In the risen Jesus and in the power of his Holy Spirit, 
a new creation has dawned: the fullness of life, 
eternal life, manifest in love. 
 
 
 

 
• What fundamental change happens to the one who 

believes in Christ? 
• How was the faith of the community described in 

Acts evident in their lives? 
• What is the role of the Holy Spirit concerning our 

conduct? In helping us to “come to faith”? 
 
 
 

Welcome to Zara baptised this weekend  
at St Columba.  

We pray blessings for her as she grows in faith  
and the love of her family. 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME to all who celebrate the Eucharist 
with us today, to the church communities across 
our parish and a special welcome to any who may 

be visiting our parish.  
We warmly welcome Cathy Humphries, the CEO of 

Sacred Heart Mission, who is speaking at all masses 
this weekend. 

 

Sacred Heart choir practice: THIS Wednesday 
15 April, 6.45pm Sacred Heart Church 

 

Our Parish supports the endeavours of the 
 Royal Commission to bring healing to 
 and justice for the victims of abuse. 

 
 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of 
the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the 
Kulin Nations, who are the traditional custodians of 
our parish land, whose cultures and customs have 
nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream. We 
honour the presence of these ancestors who reside 
in the imagination of this land and whose 
irrepressible spirituality flow through all creation. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS OUR PARISH 
Parish Information 

Over the Easter services you may have noticed the 
return of the ‘missing’ Station of the Cross. It has been 
fixed & beautifully restored by Carmela Lonetti, one of 
the mothers from our school. Carmella is an art 
restorer and has donated her time over many months. 
We’d like to sincerely thank her for her time and her 
skilful work. Thanks also to the few strong bodies that 
helped to remount the station. Unfortunately some of 
Carmela’s tools have gone missing from the flower room. 
We will replace them for her but if anyone would like to 
contribute towards this it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

The Council of Christians and Jews (Vic) Inc. 
Introduction to Grass Roots Dialogue Project 
Since its establishment 30 years ago the Victorian 
Council of Christians and Jews has been at the 
forefront of interfaith dialogue in Melbourne.  The 
Grass Roots Dialogue Project is the latest program 
initiated by the CCJ to promote engagement between 
Christians and Jews.  The Project offers a “taster” of 
what dialogue is about to members of Christian and 
Jewish communities on their home turf.  It is sending 
trained presenters into churches and synagogues to 
share their personal stories, to describe how their 
faith tradition impacts their lives and has led them to 
become involved in this interfaith program.  Each 
presentation will involve both a Jew and a Christian.  
It will include time for Q&A when members of the 
congregation can relate directly to their guests. This 
may be the first opportunity for many Christians and 
Jews in our communities to address someone from the 
other faith specifically about their religious tradition.  
We hope that the Project will contribute towards 
creating a spirit of respect between religions and 
awaken an interest in increasing interfaith 
engagement among the participants. 
Presenters from the Grass Roots Dialogue Project, 
Bracha Rafael (Jewish) and Nick Mattiske (Lutheran), 
will be speaking at Sacred Heart NEXT Sunday 19 
April at 11am 

 

ANZAC DAY in ELWOOD Please join with Friends of 
the Elwood RSL in celebrating 100 years of ANZAC 
‘The Spirit Lives 2014-2018’. ANZAC Day Service 9am 
Saturday 25 April on the Elwood Foreshore (adjacent 
to the Elwood Sailing Club). Guest speaker is Major Gen. 
the Hon. Richard Tracey RFD with Elwood College and 
Elwood Primary School Choir, Memorabilia Display and 
breakfast available. Contact Gary March for more 
details 0417 163 501 
 

Project Compassion Boxes: Thank you for supporting 
Caritas’ Project Compassion again this year. If you 
haven’t already please return your boxes ASAP. 

OUR VINNIES GROUP NEEDS MORE PEOPLE 
People in crisis ring Vinnies for much needed help and 
our local Conference members go out in pairs to visit 
people in their Elwood / St Kilda West homes.  As you 
know, the demand for help in our area is particularly 
high.  People who call Vinnies seek assistance with food, 
clothing, furniture, utility bills and educational 
expenses. Currently, our conference does not have 
enough members to cover the demand.  If you feel you 
are in a position to offer ‘a hand up’ to people in need 
we would love to hear from you.  Training and support is 
provided. Your commitment of 2-3 hours/month can 
make a real difference to people in need. Kerrie Haines 
(0417 310 826), Roger Vail (0425 861 365), Alecia 
Rathbone (0425 734 393) or Dominic Tesoriero (0407 
316 048) would love to hear from you!    

Sacred Heart Mission 
Cathy Humphries, the CEO of Sacred Heart Mission is 
speaking at all masses this weekend. Last year the 
Mission outlined their 2014-2024 Strategic Plan. We 
know the future is challenging, but we will rise to the 
challenge and be proactive and evolutionary, in order to 
support people to make lasting changes in their lives. 
There are nine key platforms: 

• Actively engage, welcome everyone to our table 
• Strengthen our future, develop our services 
• Develop our people, strengthen our culture 
• Build the evidence, strengthen our practice 
• Engage community, build collaboration 
• Share our story, inspire support 
• Improve our places, grow our spaces 
• Secure our future, strengthen our bottom line 
• Develop the systems, extract the story 
 

Community Market supported by SHM to be held in the 
grounds of St Columba PS Sunday 26 April 9am-1pm 
 

Op Shops: Through generously donating goods and by 
choosing to shop at Sacred Heart Mission op shops, you 
are helping to fund essential programs and services to 
help people who are homeless or living in poverty. 
Shopping at our op shops: All of our seven op shops 
offer upbeat shopping experiences and an array of bric-
a-brac, clothing, homewares, furniture and books.  
Donating items to our op shops: Donations of clothing, 
shoes, accessories, furniture, books, bric-a-brac and 
household items are always appreciated. Donate direct: 
Please deliver your pre-loved goods to one of our op 
shops during opening hours – Hawthorn, Elsternwick, St 
Kilda, Windsor, East St Kilda, South Melbourne & 
Bentleigh. Free collection service: Operates in and 
around the suburbs where the six stores are located, 
Monday to Saturday. P phone (03) 9536 8437 between 
9:30am-4:30pm, 7 days per week.  
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St Columba Primary School 
We welcome back the staff and children this week and 
hope they all enjoyed a safe and happy holiday period. 
We especially welcome our new principal Daniella 
Maddalena & wish her all the very best in her new role. 

Wider Community 
The Missionary Sister of St Peter Claver will hold their 
Annual Mission Concert starring Mike Brady on Sunday 
19 April, 2pm at St Peter Claver Hall, 154 Cotham 
Road, Kew. Admission is free – a collection will be taken 
during the concert with proceeds to assist the missions. 
 

Melbourne Bach Choir presents Easter Oratorio. 
Sunday 19 April 2.30pm at All Saints Anglican Church, 
2 Chapel St, East St Kilda. Performance to benefit the 
Cancer Centre of St Vincent’s Hospital. Tickets 
$60/$50/$30. Eden may be able to get cheaper tickets 
so if you’re interested call her on 9534 7440. 
 

 Friends of St Kilda Community Housing inaugural 
fundraising Community Dinner. 7pm Friday 1 May, St 
Kilda Town Hall. More information at 
www.stkch.org.au/friends RSVP by 20 April 9534 1809 
or friends@stkch.org.au SCH houses 337 people in 20 
rooming houses across St Kilda. We celebrated our 
thirtieth anniversary recently. Our organisation came 
about because many local people were concerned about 
the rapid gentrification of St Kilda in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. Over time we have grown to become 
one of the largest rooming house providers in Victoria. 
 

Spirituality in the Pub: An Initiative of Catalyst for 
Renewal. Southern SIP 2015. ‘The Form and 
Functioning of Families in Australia today.’ Wednesday 
22 April at 7.30pm. Dr Ruth Weston joined the 
Australian Institute of Families Studies (AIFS) in 
1982. Much of her work at the Institute has focused on 
family transitions and wellbeing at both macro and 
micro levels. Venue: Sandringham Hotel, cnr Beach Rd & 
Melrose St (separate room for SIP mtg). Meals are 
available from 6pm. Bookings essential – call 9598 7255 
& specify the booking is for SIP. Contact Francesca on 
95938653 if you’d like to join others from the parish. 

 
 

Royal Commission 
Recently, the Truth, Justice & Healing Commission 
provided it’s submission to the Royal Commission on 
redress for survivors of child sexual abuse. Below are 
excerpts from Francis Sullivan’s (CEO of TJHC) 
statement from 26 March.  
“Providing redress to survivors of child sexual abuse no 
matter where or when it occurred, no matter who was 
responsible, no matter the nature of the abuse, is a 
crucial social issue we as a nation need to settle during 
the course of this Royal Commission. 
Bearing witness to the tragedy of institutional child 
sexual abuse requires both recognition of the history, 
and practical steps by institutions and governments to 
take responsibility for their failure to protect children 
and bring perpetrators to justice.... 
In brief our proposal, largely supporting what is set out 
in the Royal Commission’s Consultation Paper, calls for:  
• a single national redress scheme led by the Australian 
Government and with the participation of state and 
territory governments and non-government institutions; 
• direct financial redress capped at around $150,000;  
• financial redress that takes account of the severity 
of the abuse and the impact of the abuse;  
• additional funding for counselling & psychological care;  
• for those survivors who wish it, a meaningful and 
genuine apology delivered as a direct personal response 
from the relevant church leader;  
• an application process for accessing the scheme that 
is as clear and simple as possible, and  
• claims determined on the balance of probabilities. 
...In addition to these changes, the Council supports the 
Royal Commission’s proposal for the introduction of a 
statutory duty to make institutions liable for child 
sexual abuse unless the institution can prove it took 
reasonable precautions to prevent the abuse.” 
Please contact Fr John or Maria if you would like to talk 
about or seek support on this issue. Please also let us 
know any suggestions for how as a parish we can 
support one another. The Royal Commission website and 
the Archdiocesan website also have information on a 
range of support services available.  

                                             Parish Calendar 
                  Coming Up  

 
 

v Sat 11 / Sun 12 April – Cathy Humphrey’s, CEO SHM 
speaking at all masses 

v Tues 14 April – PLDT mtg, 7.15pm Parish House 
v Wed 15 April – Sacred Heart choir practice, 6.45pm at 

Sacred Heart Church 
v Wed 15 April – StVdP mtg, 7.30pm Parish House 
v Thurs 16 April – Visitors team mtg, 2pm Parish House 
v Thurs 16 April – Baptism preparation, 7.30pm Parish 

House 
v Thurs 16 April – Liturgy team mtg, 8pm Parish House 

 
 

v Sun 19 April – Council of Christian and Jews Q & A, 
11am Mass Sacred Heart 

v Mon 20 April – Reconciliation Parent Night, 7pm 
upstairs at school 

v Thurs 23 April – Preps in PJ’s, upstairs at school 
v Sat 25 April – ANZAC Day Service, 9am Elwood 

Foreshore (adjacent to Elwood Sailing Club) 
v Sat 25 / Sun 26 April – Reconciliation Commitment 

Masses 
v Sun 26 April – Awarding of Papal Honour to Alan 

Gruner, 11am Mass Sacred Heart 
v Sun 26 April – Baptisms, 12.30pm St Columba 
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 OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR   
 

 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
      

MONDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
TUESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
  2.00pm  MASS All Welcome 
  at Avonsleigh Community, 41-43 Robe St, St Kilda 
WEDNESDAY  9.00am COMMUNION SERVICE at St Columba 
THURSDAY    11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart 
   FRIDAY      9.00am MASS at St Columba 
                               

    

18 / 19 April – 3rd Sunday of Easter       

SATURDAY   6.00pm   MASS at St Columba Church 
  Presider: Terry Wade 
       

SUNDAY  9.00am  MASS at St Columba Church 
             11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 
 

COLLECTIONS Last weekend 
q Thanksgiving Collection 

Thanksgiving Envelopes $     490.50 
Loose cash $    1170.00 
Total  $    1660.50 
Total after 14 weeks $  14306.10 
 Average $     1021.86 
q Presbytery Collection                          

Thanksgiving Envelopes $      991.10 
Total after 14 weeks $   10153.45 
Average $      725.25 

Our first collection is the Thanksgiving Collection 
which supports the day to day running of the parish 
and covers salaries, insurance, church/faith/liturgy 
requisites and general outgoings of the parish 
office. Our second collection is the Presbytery 
Collection which supports our parish priest.  Each 
quarter 25% is paid to the Priests Retirement 
Foundation. 

 Please pray for... those who have died recently: Sr Rose Murphy (Good Shepherd Contemplative sister),  
Assunta Lanteri (98yrs, 1st pupil enrolled at St Finton’s in Grey St) 

1st anniversaries; Nic Borgia, Fr Maurice ‘Lou’ Heriot, Ben & Shannon McAuliffe’s twin baby girls, Fr Desmond Byrne, 
Doreen Jewell, Helen Haddad, Neville Gittany and those whose anniversaries are at this time; Sally Marks 29.4, 

Marie Fisher 28.4, Merve Beard, Mavis Wylie 6.4, David Nightingale, Micheal Laraghy,  
Jurek Bebejewski, Tony Fonti 24.4.09, Graeme Geebung, Stephanie Skukan, Bert Briglia, Luke Domsek;  

John Philips 9.4.11, Jimmy Dalton 7.4.10, David O’Donoghue 2010, Nunziata Panettieri, Geoffrey Cooper 19.4.95,  
John Joseph Doolan 18.4.00, Honor Josephine Courtney 16.4.75, Kevin Donal Courtney 19.4.74, Michele Pescatore, 

Maria Duca, Anthony Haddad, John Haddad 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Ongoing prayerful support is asked for; Therese Mitchell, Majorie Doran, Mairead 
Feeney, Mary O’Shaughnessy, Patricia Cooper, Maire Rockell (sister of Kate), Bill Mitchell, Mary Carolan, Brian 

Stackpole, Jeanne Swan, Lesley Griffiths, Sr Margaret, Robin Blaine, Helen Smith, Marlene Foster,  
Tony Patane, Cynthia Pyster, Jackie Pyster, Leanne Wright, Lola Barnes, Albert Sasson 

If you would like a family member/ friend included please call Jane on 9531 6120 or eskw@eskwparish.org 
  

LLIITTUURRGGYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD    
                  FIRST READING: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 4: 32-35 
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 

      SECOND READING: A reading from the first letter of St John 5: 1-6  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
   YOU BELIEVE IN ME, THOMAS, BECAUSE YOU HAVE SEEN ME; 
 HAPPY THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN ME, BUT STILL BELIEVE. 
GOSPEL:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 20: 19-31 
 
   

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – 18 / 19 April  3rd Sunday of Easter 

Elwood Welcomes:  
  6.00PM  M: HARMONIE CRIBBES, JANET CRIBBES, MARINA VAN DORT 
  C: JOHN SHEELY  
   L: BRIGID ARTHUR 
         SET UP: JIM AND MARINA VAN DORT 
 9.00AM  M: EMMA BEVILACQUA, LOU BEVILACQUA, MARIA KOVACEVIC 
  C: LINA TESORIERO 
   L: DOMINIC TESORIERO 
KIDS CHURCH: TBC 

Altar and Cleaning April: Theresa Ellis & Sjaak Berg 

St Kilda Welcomes: 
11.00AM M: SERGIO TORRES DA COSTA, ALAN GRUNER, 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
   C: MAUREEN STEWART 
    L: NANCY EDWARDS 
         SET UP: MAUREEN STEWART 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: JOHN SHEELY 

          


